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KA, and ZIJIA (JESS) ZHANG

Juniors Samuel Espinal Jr., Dan-
iela Maksin, Alec Shafran, Aaron 
Wang, and Syeda Zahan have been 
selected as the 2021-2022 Big Sib 
Chairs. The incoming Chairs were 
chosen by seniors and outgoing 
2020-2021 Big Sib Chairs Anaïs 
Delfau, Elena Hlamenko, Andrea 
Huang, Henry Michaelson, and Aki 
Yamaguchi. Both the incoming and 
outgoing Big Sib Chairs will con-
tinue to face and adapt to the chal-
lenges of  a virtual school year. 

This year, the Big Sib Chair appli-
cation deadline and results followed 
an earlier schedule. The outgoing 
Big Sib Chairs made this decision 
to provide more time for the new 
Chairs to adjust to their roles. “We 
had a really rough transition pro-
cess, where we found out we were 
Chairs two days before everything 
shut down. We wanted to make sure 
they had the technical aspect down 
and knew how to run events virtu-
ally with our guidance so that they’re 
not completely lost when we gradu-
ate,” Huang said. 

The Big Sib Chair application 
process was similar to that of  pre-
vious years, with the exception of  
virtual interviews. “We needed a rec-
ommendation from our homeroom 
leader, two Little Sib recommenda-
tions, and a teacher recommenda-
tion as well as the application,” Wang 
said. “And then afterward, you have 
to do a 30-minute interview with all 
five of  the Big Sib Chairs as well as a 
few faculty members.”

The incoming Big Sib Chairs 
have participated in a variety of  ex-
tracurricular activities that allowed 
them to gain familiarity with the 
Stuyvesant community. Espinal Jr. 
is involved in Speech and Debate 
and is currently the Treasurer of  the 
Black Students League and Co-Vice 
President of  ASPIRA. 

 Espinal Jr. was inspired to be-
come a Big Sib through his positive 
experience with his former Big Sib 
Julianna Fabrizio (‘19), who helped 
him adjust to Stuyvesant. “I was just 
this Black and Latino little kid from a 
middle school no one ever heard of, 
so I didn’t really know anyone. My 
Big Sibs helped me navigate through 

Stuy, specifically, Julianna, who was 
captain of  Policy Debate and con-
vinced me to join debate,” he said.

Maksin is the Director Gen-
eral of  Model UN and the Direc-
tor of  Communications of  Student 
Union (SU). She is also a member 
of  ARISTA, Stuyvesant’s Honor 
Society. Additionally, she is a teacher 
and community organizer at her lo-
cal Hebrew school and is passionate 
about medicine and neuroscience. 

Maksin’s experience with her 
five siblings, including her brother, 
Leon Maskin (‘20), has influenced 

her to become a Big Sib to help oth-
ers. “I chose to be a Big Sib to have 
a chance to combine my passion, 
which is the Stuy community, with 
what I care about, which is helping 
people to have a more smooth tran-
sition to enjoy their high school ex-
perience more,” Maskin said. 

Shafran is the SING! Coor-

dinator, President-in-Training of  
StuySquad, and a Speech and De-
bate member. He is also a Com-
munications Director and member 
of  the Donor and Shelter Relations 
team at Sparks Within Reach, a non-
profit organization that helps pro-
vide resources to homeless youth. 

Like Maskin, Shafran was also 
inspired by his older sibling, Mark 
Shafran (‘18), and wanted to be a re-
source for Little Sibs. “Like Daniela, 
I have an older brother, so coming 
into Stuy, I knew a little bit of  in-
sight as to how things are. So being 

a Big Sib, in a way, [allowed me to] 
become this resource and a walking 
help center for my Little Sibs,” Shaf-
ran said. “When you’re here [as a Big 
Sib chair], it’s like you’re able to see 
everything through a bird’s eye view 
of  how all these different, interest-
ing people are interacting with their 
Little Sibs and with each other. It’s 
just so rewarding.”

Wang is an editor for the Writing 
Center and a writer for the Humor 
Department of  The Spectator. Ad-
ditionally, he is the Deputy Chief  of  
Staff  on the Executive Council of  
the SU.

Wang credits the positive im-
pact of  his Little Sib experience as 
a motivator for becoming a Big Sib. 
“Because I know just how influen-
tial having a good freshman year is, 
I want to give this to all Little Sibs. 
I think all Little Sibs are deserving 
of  a good first impression, especially 
to a school where you’re going to 
spend the next four years of  your 
life,” Wang said. 

Zahan is the Vice President of  
Stuy Smile, a club that aims to host 
events to reduce stress and spread 
positivity. She is also a member of  
the SU Communications Depart-
ment as a Morning Announcer. Out-
side of  Stuyvesant, she is an intern 
for the Mark Levine for Manhattan 
Borough President campaign.

Similar to Espinal Jr., Zahan also 
had a positive relationship with her 
former Big Sib, Claire Bartholomew 
(‘20), who influenced her to later 
participate in the Big Sib program. 
“The Big Sib program helped me 
a lot, especially since the Big Sib I 
was assigned to went to my middle 
school. She was one of  the main rea-
sons why I wanted to become a Big 
Sib in the first place,” Zahan said. 

In choosing the incoming Big 
Sib Chairs, the outgoing Big Sib 
Chairs looked for applicants who 
were not only passionate about the 
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“CTE: The NFL’s Downfall?”

Sports writer Max Schneider breaks down the NFL’s mis-
management of  their growing head injury crisis, and the 
concerning extent to which it can upend players’ lives. 

see page 27          

SPORTS
“Querida Clara”

Need advice? Have questions? Looking for wisdom? Look 
no further! Features editor Clara Shapiro’s brand new advice 
column begins with Issue 12. Simply say “Querida Clara,” 
and prepare for your life to be changed!

see page 9   
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Stuyvesant plans to admin-
ister the SAT in person on 
March 24, April 13, and 
April 27. 

The Stuyvesant Science 
Bowl Team qualified for the 
National Science Bowl for 
the fourth year in a row.

Social studies teacher Dr. 
Lisa Greenwald was fea-
tured on NBC’s Channel 4 
as the creator of  The El-
lington Project, provid-
ing home-cooked meals for 
homeless women and chil-
dren. 

Senior Ethan Joo, junior 
Rishabh Das, and sopho-
mores Jacob Paltrowitz, Jo-
siah Moltz, Paul Gutkov-
ich, and Kevin Xiao were 
recognized in the American 
Invitational Mathematics 
Examination Honor Roll 
of  Distinction. 

Junior Stephanie Liu placed 
eighth in the North Ameri-
can Computational Lin-
guistics Open Competi-
tion. 

Freshman Mason Ng 
placed first in the American 
Protégé International Pia-
no & Strings Competition.

NYC Schools Reopen 
After Closing in 

November 
By JENNY LIU

and MOMOCA MAIRAJ

Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
that all public high schools will re-
open on March 22. Stuyvesant will 
continue its blended learning model 
where students who come into the 
building will be placed in cohorts 
and receive remote instruction. The 
blended option is currently available 
only to students who previously 
signed up during the opt-in period 
in November of  last year.

Using the same blended model 
from the fall, Stuyvesant plans to 
ensure a safe transition to blended 
learning with proper safety precau-
tions, such as daily health screen-
ings, temperature checks, and build-
ing cleanings, mask requirements, 
and COVID-19 testing mandated 
by the Department of  Education. 
“This time around, any student 
who’s blended needs to submit a 
consent form for testing. That’s go-
ing to be a requirement. We’re going 

to be doing weekly testing [...] for 
at least 20 percent of  students and 
staff  who are in the building,” Prin-
cipal Seung Yu said. 

In addition to being a school, 
the Stuyvesant building also serves 
as a community center in collabo-
ration with the Battery Park City 
Authority, making the reopening 
important. “With the progression 
in safety measures, they are eager 
to reopen and open up the facilities 
to the community, and we have to 
work with them,” Yu said. School 
construction projects, such as esca-
lator revampments and auditorium 
lighting improvements, will soon be 
underway.

However, the timing of  the an-
nouncement came as slightly unex-
pected. “While we were in expec-
tation of  returning before the end 
of  the school year since the mayor 

Say Hello to the 2021-2022 Big Sib Chairs!
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Student Union Hosts Spring Clubs & 
Pubs Fair Virtually 

By JAMES KANG
and RAJHASREE PAUL
Additional Reporting by Pulindu 

Weerasekara

The Student Union (SU) 
hosted its second Virtual Clubs 
& Pubs Fair from February 22 
to 24. With a turnout of  over 
100 students, the fair offered 
an opportunity for students to 
learn about more than 150 clubs 
and find potential ones to join in 
the spring semester. To accom-
modate a virtual format for the 
Spring Fair this year, the SU used 
Flipgrid and Zoom. 

Clubs could sign up to par-
ticipate in one of  the two days, 
both, or neither. “We created a 
form for Club and Pub sign-ups 
which was sent to all club lead-
ers,” sophomore and director 
of  Clubs & Pubs Larissa Yue 
said in an e-mail interview. “Not 
all clubs wanted to participate in 
both portions or some clubs chose 
not to participate, but I think we 
were still able to successfully cover 

a wide range and variety of  clubs 
that showcase what Stuyvesant has 
to offer.” 

The Spring Fair was organized 

into two 
por tions. 

The first half  in-
volved pre-record-
ed Flipgrid videos, 
where over 40 
clubs recorded and 
posted short vid-
eos that described 
their club. Students 

could then browse the videos and 
discover clubs that they are interest-
ed in. “We know the presentations 
[in the Fall fair] got a little long and 

it was a lot to have 
nearly five days of  
the fair,” senior and 
Director of  Event 
Plannings Aki Yama-
guchi said in an e-mail 
interview. “This was 
a much [more] con-
densed version where 
we took advantage of  
[Flipgrid] to replace 
the presentations.” 

While each club 
used its own Zoom 

link in the Fall Fair, 
the second half  of  the Spring Fair 
consisted of  one live Zoom meeting 
where each club had its own break-
out room. “We decided against do-
ing the Zoom format we had done 
in the fall because it wasn’t an effi-

continued on page 6
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program but also had new ideas to 
improve it. “We were [...] looking for 
people who were passionate but also 
had ideas—who were looking for 
ways to expand the program. So we 
were looking for a lot of  people who 
had ideas, but also people who could 
take those ideas and put them into 
action and ways to implicate them,” 
Delfau said.

During the interview, Espinal 
Jr. emphasized his ideas for the Big 
Sib program. “We all had to come 
up with our own different ideas to 
change the program. Mine was to 
come up with Zoom meetings to 
be hosted every period, but [with] 
different breakout rooms centered 
around topics that Little Sibs can 
come and talk about to one another 
to promote these freshmen friend-
ships that are very difficult to make 
in a remote setting,” Espinal Jr. said. 

“[Doing] research to set a program 
that other Little Sibs could access 
was a lot about what personally my 
application focused a lot on.” 

Additionally, it was important 
for the Big Sib Chair applicants to 
demonstrate passion and personal-
ity, despite the difficulties present 
in a virtual interview. “Over remote 
learning, it’s a lot harder to com-
municate on what you’re truly pas-
sionate about. When you’re staring 
at people through a student screen, 
[a bit of] humanity is lost because 
you can’t really tell as much as if  you 
were talking to someone in person, 
Wang said. “Because of  that, it was 
super important for us to not only 
stress our passion but also commu-
nicate our personalities in all of  our 
responses as well.”

As the first Big Sib Chairs to 
operate the program in a virtual set-
ting, the outgoing Chairs faced new 
challenges. “This past year has been 

characterized by a time of  needing 
to be adaptable,” Michaelson said.

Without in-person conversa-
tions and meetings, the outgoing 
Chairs learned from current Big 
Sibs that it was difficult to connect 
with their Little Sibs. Many Big Sibs 
encountered a lack of  participation 
and interest from the Little Sibs in a 
virtual environment. “There was no 
handbook or guidebook for us, so 
naturally there were some things we 
could have done better,” Hlamenko 
said. 

To address the issue, the incom-
ing Big Sib Chairs emphasized the 
importance of  maintaining social-
ization efforts with Little Sibs. “As 
long as COVID-19 lasts, we need 
to emphasize regular communica-
tion between Big Sibs not just dur-
ing homeroom by itself, but also just 
maintaining activity with group chats 
with their Little Sibs and just rein-
forcing bonding events,” Wang said.

Additionally, the new Big Sib 
Chairs acknowledge the significance 
providing general support and com-
munication with parents. “It’s also 
going to be super interesting to hear 
how parents are going to be navigat-
ing this new, online setting and be-
ing able to help them through the 
Stuyvesant process,” Maskin said. 

The outgoing Big Sib Chairs 
hope that the program will soon be 
in-person when it is safe to do so. 
“It’s a lot more fun in person. You 
get to see Little Sibs a lot more and 
it’s a lot more energy and interaction 
with the people that you’re helping,” 
Huang said.

While the incoming Big Sib 
Chairs are still awaiting updates re-
garding possible school reopenings 
in the fall, they are hopeful. “We 
would have to see what the precau-
tions are when we’re going back in 
the fall. We need to make sure that 
we’re communicating and seeing 

what the Little Sibs and also the Big 
Sibs feel comfortable and safe, ” Za-
han said. “I can speak for all of  us 
when I say that we hope we can have 
in-person events as much as pos-
sible. I’m just hoping for the best, 
but definitely keeping in mind all the 
restrictions.” 

Virtual or not, the outgoing 
Chairs are excited about the plans 
of  the incoming Chairs. “Something 
I’m excited to see our events and 
how [the new Big Sib Chairs] imag-
ine homeroom to be,” Hlkamenko 
said. 

Moving forward, the new Big 
Sib Chairs are optimistic about their 
plans for the program. “Ultimately, 
I think what brought us together is 
our shared passion, our shared inter-
est in just our compatible person-
alities. I think passionate people are 
drawn to each other and ultimately, 
that’s why we’re all here today,” 
Wang said.

The New York City Department of  Education announced 
that public high schools will reopen on March 22.

President Joe Biden signed the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 stimu-
lus package.

New US Preventive Services Task Force guidelines will expand 
lung cancer screening inclusivity to increase eligibility for 
CT scans for women and Black people.

New York State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins advised Governor Andrew Cuomo to resign amidst sexual 
harassment allegations and an ongoing investigation of  the CO-
VID-19 death toll in nursing homes. 

In an interview with Oprah Winfrey, Duchess of  Sussex Meghan 
Markle revealed the toll being part of  British Royalty took on 
her mental health and sparked discussion of  racism within the 
royal family.

WORLDBEAT
Courtesy of  Wikimedia Commons and NASA

By EUGENE YOO, NADA 
HAMEED,and RUIWEN (RA-

VEN) TANG

The ARISTA Executive Council 
(EC), consisting of  seniors President 
Emma Donnelly, Vice President of  
Events and Service Roshni Patel, 
Vice President of  Operations Ev-
elyn Ma, and Vice President of  Web 
Development May Hathaway, started 
new virtual efforts, such as Office 
Hours, in the spring semester. They 
are also continuing initiatives estab-
lished in the fall, such as the District 
1 Pilot Program Initiative and a part-
nership with the Invisible Hands or-
ganization. 

After discussing and sharing 
ideas with the honors societies of  the 
Bronx High School of  Science and 
Brooklyn Technical High School, 
ARISTA brought forth the Office 
Hours initiative, which is modeled 
after Stuyvesant’s AIS tutoring dur-
ing which teachers offer additional 
help after school. Each day from 
Monday to Thursday is assigned to 
a certain subject area. “[Students] 
can just ask a question, get home-
work help, or test/study review, any-
thing like that, and there’ll always be 
ARISTA tutors on standby for them 
if  they need that support,” Ma said. 

The initiative was created in re-
sponse to the difficulty of  the virtual 
environment. “All of  us have really 
taken advantage of  AIS tutoring, 
and that was typically in-person, and 
so [...] we decided that we wanted 
to create a similar environment for 
students to be able to ask questions 
after school,” Donnelly said. 

Through Office Hours, ARISTA 
hopes to increase social interaction 
for students. “Our goal for Office 
Hours is to provide extra academic 
support but also to give the fresh-
men another avenue to meet new 
people, especially upperclassmen 
who can be a really good resource 
to help them,” Ma said. “This is a 
place where people can also create 
relationships.”

However, the initiative has faced 
difficulties in encouraging student 
turnout, especially among the un-
derclassmen. “The ARISTA Office 
Hours initiative has been a bit of  
a failure, in my experience, as I’ve 
never tutored a single person dur-
ing Office Hours in the two-month 
span that I’ve been doing it,” junior 
and ARISTA volunteer Daniel Ly-
alin said. “For example, I did Office 

Hours today for Geometry and Al-
gebra and not a single soul showed 
up to my breakout room.”

Patel added, “The people we’re 
reaching out to are freshmen and 
sophomores, and some of  them 
have spent no months in the build-
ing [...] so the thing is they’re a really 
hard group of  people to reach right 
now. Our goal is to let them know 
that we are there for them.”

Lyalin also pointed toward the 
subjects that he tutors as a poten-
tial reason for the lack of  students. 
“Perhaps people show up and I’ve 
just never been assigned one, which 
shows few tutees,” he said. “Perhaps 
the non-math and non-history days 
are busier.”

Additionally, ARISTA hopes to 
reach underclassmen through creat-
ing the Sophomore Program, where 

current freshmen may apply to be 
involved in ARISTA as sophomores, 
as ARISTA volunteers are cur-
rently limited to juniors and seniors. 
Sophomores will only be required 
to earn approximately half  of  the 
event credits typically required of  
upperclassmen, and there will be no 
tutoring requirements, unlike those 
mandated for upperclassmen. “We 
wanted to give underclassmen an 
opportunity to do service and also 
just learn from other peers, like up-
perclassmen [who are] in ARISTA 
already,” Donnelly said. “It’s basi-
cally a stepping stone into what an 
ARISTA membership would be like 
if  you were a junior or senior, so, 
sophomores have significantly re-
duced credit requirements.” 

Outside of  Stuyvesant, ARISTA 
started a new partnership with La-

Guardia High School. Volunteers 
from both schools virtually conduct 
art workshops of  dance, visual arts, 
music, and theater to middle school-
ers. “Even though ARISTA is often 
seen as a purely academic organiza-
tion, we’ve really been trying to kind 
of  branch out of  that shell and show 
that there is more to ARISTA than 
just tutoring and academics,” Don-
nelly said.

Furthermore, ARISTA formed a 
partnership with a COVID-19 relief  
organization after faculty advisor of  
ARISTA Eric Wisotsky reached out 
to Invisible Hands, an organization 
that provides supplies and assis-
tance to the compromised, elderly, 
and disabled in New York. ARISTA 
members can help with the call and 
dispatch center. “Invisible Hands 
is something that is super flexible 

for the students because they get 
to pick their own shifts,” Patel said. 
“You just get to work on your own 
time, and it’s an independent sort of  
thing.”

ARISTA is also continuing to 
work on initiatives set forth in the 
fall. The District 1 Pilot Program, 
which started as a partnership with 
PS/MS 34 to provide academic help 
for the Living Environment Regents 
to middle schoolers, has expanded to 
work with BELL Academy in Bay-
side, Queens. “Because of  [the part-
nership with PS/MS 34], we were 
able to actually have a school reach 
out to us called the BELL Academy, 
which is in Bayside, and they were re-
ally interested in partnering up with 
us and doing the same thing,” Don-
nelly said. “We actually recently just 
created our partnership with BELL 

ARISTA Launches New Initiatives for 
the Spring Semester

Say Hello to the 2021-2022 Big Sib Chairs!
continued from page 1

Academy, and we’ve been teaching 
their eighth-grade students Algebra 
I and Living Environment for the 
Regents.” 

ARISTA also aims to further 
expand the District 1 Pilot Program 
by encompassing more grade levels 
and accommodating the needs of  
more students. “We’ve been able 
to work with two teachers. They’ve 
definitely done a great job with gain-
ing students who are interested and 
just helping us with the planning 
process, so it’s great that we’ve been 
able to expand the program to reach 
more eighth grade students, and 

something that we want to do in the 
future is reach other students within 
the school,” Donnelly said.

In the spring, the EC hopes to 
host some community events, such 
as movie or game nights, and spear-
head mental health initiatives. “With 
the pandemic, we obviously wanted 
to do as much as we could to help,” 
Donnelly said. “It’s part of  this cul-
ture-ship with ARISTA where we 
want to not only be an honors so-
ciety but also an organization that 
really meets the needs of  the people 
in our community, and that’s both 
within Stuyvesant and outside of  it.”

By JANNA WANG, JADY CHEN, 
and ALEC SHAFRAN 

New York City mayoral can-
didate Andrew Yang hosted an 
hour-long virtual town hall through 

Zoom, opened for all NYC high 
school students on February 24. The 
Yang campaign hosted the panel to 
engage with NYC youth and inform 
students about Yang’s platform. 
Student representatives from eight 

high schools across the city, includ-
ing Stuyvesant, who were selected 
through teacher recommendations 
or volunteers from Yang’s campaign, 
voiced their questions and concerns 
to Yang about his political campaign. 

The representatives were either se-
lected through teacher recommen-
dations or were volunteers chosen 
by Yang’s campaign. The panel was 
moderated by Hilary Kinney, a mem-
ber of  the Advance Team of  the 

Yang campaign.
Yang initially posted a tweet, en-

couraging students to invite him to 
speak at their respective schools. In 

Mayoral Candidate Andrew Yang Hosts Student Town Hall

continued on page 6
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This school year, the PA generated $438,100 in total revenue, an amount slightly 
higher than the approximate average of  $430,000 in prior years. One of  the largest 
initiatives that helped fund the PA was the annual appeal, a yearly donation fundrais-
ing event. The annual appeal, along with the Spring Feast, a community fundraising 
event that occurs in the spring, as well as funds from Matching Gifts, Administrative 
Fees, Interest/Investment Income, and Stuyvesant Merchandise, comprise the PA’s 
total revenue. 

Parents’ Association Financial Report: Fall 2020
By ISABELLA JIA, MAGGIE SANSONE, SAKURA YAMANAKA, and EUGENE YOO

The Stuyvesant High School Parents’ Association (PA) has shared its budget report for the 2020-2021 school year with The Spectator. This report outlines how the PA 
has generated and allocated its funds for this year, as well as what it hopes to accomplish in the spring semester. 

As a tax-exempt non-profit, the PA’s funds are almost entirely dedicated to the 
student body. Aside from Administration and Fundraising costs, which amount to 
slightly over $100,000, the remaining revenue is allocated primarily toward Gen-
eral Support, which provides educational resources and opportunities to students. 
General Support funds are spent on grade-book systems, such as Jupiter Ed and 
PupilPath, as well as test prep systems such as Albert.io and Eduware. Administra-
tion and Staffing Support funds cover the salary of  Internship Coordinator Har-
vey Blumm and summer health classes. 

Other major expenditures include the Principal’s Fund, Senior Activities, and 
College Office-related expenses. This year, more money was allocated to the Prin-
cipal’s Fund due to an additional COVID-19 Family Support Fund. Compared to 
last year’s Principal Fund amount of  $64,679, $91,700 was spent this year. In total, 
program services expenses amounted to $445,715 for the 2020-2021 school year. 

College Office
1.0%
Administration
5.9%

Extracurriculars
39.2%

Academics
41.7%

Athletics
12.3%

Appropriations Breakdown

The other half  of  the PA’s expenses are dedicated to appropriations for 
various academics, athletics, and extracurricular activities at Stuyvesant. There 
are two rounds of  appropriations each year—one in the Fall and Spring—to 
ensure that there is sufficient funding year-round for activities. Student leaders, 
teachers, coaches, and staff  have the opportunity to apply for funding from 
the PA through the Appropriations Committee each time, in case they do not 
receive funding in the Fall. This school year, appropriations alone constitute 
$204,000 of  the total $445,715 projected budget for the school year.

The amount allocated for academic appropriation was $85,000, while an-
other $80,000 was reserved for extracurriculars. The academic appropriation 
funds cover academic requests from each subject, including funds for orches-
tra instruments, textbooks, and science labs. Athletics and PSAL receive their 
own round of  appropriations aside from academics, extracurriculars, adminis-
tration, and college office. Approximately $25,000 was allocated to Athletics. 

There have not been any drastic changes in the budget in light of  the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. The PA received fewer requests this year because sports have 
been on hold, clubs haven’t had the opportunity to host in-person events, and 
learning has been online. Due to fewer requests, they were able to grant larger 
portions of  funds to requests. The PA aims to continue working closely with 
students, teachers, and staff  to ensure that they receive the funding they need. 

Program Services Breakdown Revenue breakdown

Income

Expenses

Appropriations Breakdown
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Student Union Financial Report: Winter 2021
By MORRIS RASKIN and KAREN ZHANG 

Senior and Student Union (SU) President Julian Giordano and junior and SU Vice President Shivali Korgaonkar released information regarding the SU’s yearly alloca-
tions, Clubs and Pubs, and SING! from the past school year. Much of  their budget shifted to accommodate for COVID-19 and adjusted accordingly to online learning in 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
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 The SU started the school year off  with a balance of  $222,458.84. 
The SU then used their budget to determine allocations for SING!, clubs, 
dances and events, and other expenses. The number increased from last 
year’s beginning balance of  $191,248.88 due to revenue from last year’s 
SING! shows and because there is no longer the Galaxy Budget expense of  
$25 thousand to $30 thousand, which covers the salaries of  SING! faculty 
advisors. 

Due to the lack of  in-person events and clubs this year, fewer clubs requested funding 
from the SU as most events moved online and fewer clubs applied for allocations. As a result, 
the SU allocated $4,839 for only eight clubs in the fall: Speech and Debate, StuyFlow, Stuy 
MSA, Stuy DECA, Stuy Board Games Club, Stuy Research Club, Project Kaleidoscope, and 
Digital Photography Club, with the top-funded club, Speech and Debate, receiving $2,750. 
While tournaments and competitions went online this year, organizations, such as Speech and 
Debate and Stuy MSA, still had to pay an entrance fee to participate.

The amount the SU allocated for clubs in the fall sharply declined from the total $25,050 
allocated for clubs during both the spring and fall of  last year, with the top-funded club, 
Speech and Debate, receiving $9,500. However, the total amount of  money for club alloca-
tions for the 2020-2021 school year will rise as the SU will be doing a second round of  club 
allocations in the spring semester.

In total, the SU allocated $9,569 dollars this year, split across SING! ($4,500), clubs 
($4,839), and events ($230). While the chart does not currently show allocations for ap-
parel for the 2020-2021 school year, the SU plans to allocate apparel funds later in the year. 
The $230 spent on allocation for events includes only SU events and was largely spent on 
gift cards and other prizes. 

The amount of  money used for allocations this year was significantly lower than that 
of  previous years, with the largest change in funds coming from club allocations; though 
the SU allocated $44,279.28 in 2019-2020, they only allocated $9,569 this year.

The profits of  last year’s show increased due to the logistical changes made 
for the SING! productions last year. With three judged SING! show nights, full 
priced-tickets for all three nights, an increase in audience attendance, and an in-
crease in member dues (to incorporate the cost of  T-shirts), the SU had a revenue 
increase of  $86,653.95 and profit of  $71,813.49. 

However, due to the constraints caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, alloca-
tions and expenses for this year’s SING! performances will be different from 
those of  years prior. Because there will be no ticket, concession, or merchandise 
sales for this year’s SING!, the production will not yield any returns for the SU, 
compared to the approximately $80 thousand to $90 thousand from shows of  
previous years. Additionally, each individual SING! performance will not collect 
member dues from SING! participants this year.

While the SU has a sizable enough budget to allocate enough money for 
SING! this year, they are also planning to fundraise and crowdfund through 
events such as the Giving Tree in the Parents’ Association Spring Fest. 

The SU will still allocate $1,500 to each grade’s performance as they did last 
year. Thus, the SU’s allocations for 2021 SING! will total to a tentative amount of  
$4,500 with no revenue. Because of  the lack of  revenue, the SU is not expecting 
a stream of  income for the rest of  the school year. 

Yearly Beginning Balance

Revenue

SING! Allocations and Expenses

Club Funding Distribution

Allocations
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response, Sophomore Caucus Chief  
Advisor Alexander Lopez reached 
out, hoping that Yang would come 
and speak to Stuyvesant students. “I 
thought it was a long-shot, but after 
getting those contacts [and] explor-
ing my network, I was able to get 
them, and that was really exciting,” 
Lopez said.

The webinar was originally in-
tended for just Stuyvesant students, 
but the NYC Department of  Educa-
tion does not permit the use or ac-
cess of  school buildings by individ-
ual candidates for elective offices or 
organizations associated with such 
candidates. Consequently, the DOE 
redesigned the event and the webi-
nar was opened to all NYC students. 
“This town hall was intended to be a 
pilot, for them to see how many peo-
ple would show up. That’s why they 
got a wider range of  participants,” 
Lopez said.

Given the restraints, the town 
hall was adjusted accordingly to meet 
DOE regulations. Both the Student 
Union (SU) and Sophomore Cau-
cus were involved with Lopez in the 
event planning process. “Due to the 
DOE regulations, the Student Union 
[...] wanted to turn it into a mayoral 
forum with every single one of  the 

mayoral candidates, because that was 
the only way we could have one can-
didate speak at our school—if  we 
invited everybody else, “ Lopez said. 
“But at that point, we only had two 
weeks to plan, so the Sophomore 
Caucus and I picked it up from there 
and tried to promote it as much as 
possible after we realized that it was 
going to be turned into a town hall 
with multiple high schools.” 

Because the webinar was specifi-
cally aimed toward high school stu-
dents, NYC high schoolers were able 
to bring up many student-specific 
concerns, such as inequalities in spe-
cialized high school enrollment, and 
his plan to work toward resolving it. 
Yang stated that socioeconomic fac-
tors play a large role in NYC schools, 
particularly with the elitism of  spe-
cialized high schools in determining 
admission through the sole factor of  
the SHSAT score.

Another concern that was dis-
cussed was the possibility of  reopen-
ing school. Yang expressed that au-
thorities should be putting in more 
effort to reopen schools based on 
the number of  students falling be-
hind in online learning, especially 
the younger students. He furthered 
that everyone should be vaccinated 
before reopening and provided 
personal protective equipment. “I 
enjoyed the way that [Yang] empha-
sized putting resources into various 

communities and acknowledged the 
extent COVID-19 has affected our 
communities,” sophomore Victo-
ria Solodkova said in an e-mail in-
terview. “[However,] I do wish that 
[Yang] spoke a little more extensively 
on specific ways he plans on fund-
ing these projects and how these re-
sources will be integrated into [said] 
communities.”

Representatives also stated con-
cerns about how Yang will keep NYC 
safe amidst the recent rise of  racially-
motivated attacks against Asians. As 
an Asian American himself, Yang has 
a personal connection with the Asian 
American community and claims to 
invest in police officers and resourc-
es specifically for the Asian commu-
nity, as well as resources to combat 
xenophobia and racism. 

Many participants and stu-
dent panelists expressed excite-
ment at Yang’s plans to engage with 
NYC’s Asian American community. 
“Stuyvesant is over 70 percent Asian, 
and there’s a large Asian community, 
but unfortunately [...] [the Asian] 
population in NYC is not active in 
elections,” Lopez said. “We’re 14 
percent of  New York’s population, 
and yet a lot of  us do not vote. Being 
able to talk to a political candidate 
[...] who can improve or activate the 
electorate of  the youth, as well as the 
Asian community, and improve our 
livelihoods is really exciting, regard-

less of  political affiliation.”
However, other participants felt 

that not all questions and concerns 
could be answered due to the con-
stricted time frame of  the webinar. 
“It was kind of  unfortunate that 
there wasn’t enough time in the we-
binar for a Q & A segment because 
I feel like that would’ve allowed 
the town hall to be a more interac-
tive experience,” Solodkova said. 
“There were questions in the chat 
from attendees that Yang expressed 
he wanted to take a look at, but the 
webinar seemed to end prematurely 
and he never got the opportunity to 
address questions outside of  those 
from the pre-selected student repre-
sentatives,” 

Others found the webinar’s 
structure and timeframe to be ap-
propriate. “There was a lot he didn’t 
cover solely from the fact that there 
are so many issues that could be dis-
cussed in NYC,” junior Yaqin Rah-
man said. “Since this was a high 
school seminar [...] he was there to 
listen to the [specific] concerns stu-
dents have and to respond to those 
concerns with solutions.”

As Lopez believes in the impact 
that youth involvement can have 
in elections, Yang’s inclusion of  
the youth resonated with him. “[A] 
takeaway that I got, with specifically 
Andrew Yang, is that they always 
emphasize youth,” he said. “When 

we get involved, whether it’s tell-
ing our parents, or telling seniors to 
vote, we’re getting more involved in 
the process of  politics, but not just 
politics, but the community as well, 
and we can create tangible change.”

Many attendees echoed their 
enthusiasm for Yang’s attention to 
addressing the youth’s questions and 
concerns. “It was really cool how 
he took the time to come speak to 
us and really focus on the youth. 
An aspect of  the town hall that re-
ally stood out to me was the way he 
encouraged the youth to be more 
involved with affairs and non-profit 
organizations around NYC,” Solod-
kova said.

Rahman added, “He is someone 
who is understanding and willing to 
listen to the people, which [would] 
definitely be a change of  pace to the 
previous mayors.”

Moving forward, the Yang cam-
paign plans to continue hosting more 
town halls for high school students 
and hopes to expand by hosting 
specific town halls directed toward 
groups of  students. “There’ll be 
more specific town halls in addition 
to broader ones like the town hall 
just held [...] [and town halls with] a 
broader array of  panelists, because 
a majority of  [the student panelists] 
came from very high-performing 
schools, and they want to diversify as 
much as possible,” Lopez said.

and chancellor indicated their intent 
to reopen high schools, we did not 
know the timing until just minutes 
before it was in the media,” Direc-
tor of  Family Engagement Dina 
Ingram said. 

Senior and Student Union (SU) 
President Julian Giordano believed 
that the date of  the reopening, 
March 22, was a deliberate choice to 
assess the status of  schools as stu-
dents returned. “It’s a week before 
break, and what’s helpful with that 
is that students are going to return 
for a week. Then the DOE is go-
ing to have that week of  break to 
see how did that go? Are cases ris-
ing? Were schools successful? Then, 
schools [are] going to have the op-
portunity to [...] make changes over 
the break that can be implemented 
afterwards,” he said.

With the announcement, many 
responded positively, given the dif-
ficulties of  remote learning. “Stu-
dents are struggling a lot with their 
mental health this year, and I think 
part of  it is just being isolated from 
your friends and from your teach-
ers and just having that real social 
interaction that comes with be-
ing in school,” junior and SU Vice 
President Shivali Korgaonkar said. 
“In that way, [schools reopening] is 

definitely super good for those stu-
dents, especially for those who have 
felt the burden of  COVID-19 extra 
hard.”

Giordano said, “We expected it, 
and what we have seen in the news 
and in the world and from what oth-
er schools have been doing is that 
[COVID-19] is not really spreading 
as much in schools as in other plac-
es [...] Schools are extremely impor-
tant, not only for students to learn 
but also for their mental health and 
their emotional health.” 

The introduction of  the CO-
VID-19 vaccines, especially with 
the increasing number of  teachers 
receiving them, has increased the 
confidence of  many in returning 
back to school. “New York is doing 
better,” sophomore Alexander Lo-
pez said. “In fact, my entire family 
except for my sister is vaccinated. I 
got my vaccine two weeks ago, so 
it’s been good.” 

Some, however, wish that stu-
dents who are currently in remote 
learning will be able to opt into 
blended learning. “I am not seeing 
why they wouldn’t let people switch 
just because obviously with the vac-
cine now, [COVID-19] is not as big 
of  a problem as it was in the fall, 
and some of  those people may ac-
tually want to be in school and do 
blended learning,” senior Chloe Liu 
said.

Many are hopeful for such a 
change. “I know a lot of  Stuyves-
ant students who are in the remote 
model want to switch to the blend-
ed model, and I am hopeful that af-
ter a week or two of  the model as it 
is with 300 students coming into the 
building, we will be able to open up 
the option to get more students to 
come into the building,” Giordano 
said.

With the return of  going to 
school in-person, many students are 
looking forward to socializing with 
others. “My main motive for going 
back to school now would be to be 
able to see my friends because [of] 
senior year. I would like to see my 
friends before we graduate,” Liu 
said. “If  I am not able to see any 
of  my friends, there isn’t really a 
benefit.”

Lopez said, “What online school 
misses is the small things [...] Com-
muting on the train and saying ‘hi’ 
to your friend on the subway train. 
It’s [the] nice small conversation 
instead of  waking up 10 minutes 
before class and getting on Zoom, 
so maybe if  we could get some of  
those small moments back it would 
be very beneficial.” 

Others wish that they could 
interact with their teachers in-per-
son, though they acknowledge the 
limited extent due to the blended 
learning model. “The reason why 

I wanted to go back to school is 
because there’s an assumption that 
you get to talk to the teachers. But 
one, the teachers aren’t going to be 
in the building, and two, you are still 
going to be on Zoom. It’s no dif-
ferent—just a bigger room,” Lopez 
said. “They can’t tell from a Zoom 
if  everyone is extremely dead, or 
they can’t adapt to a certain student 
[...] There are small subtleties that 
teachers do in class that they just 
can’t do in Zoom.”

The administration acknowl-
edged the tradeoffs of  the blended 
model. “Who wants to come into a 
building and be in front of  the com-
puter all day?” Yu said. “But every-
one needs something different. Not 
everyone has a quiet place at home. 
Not everyone has access to the In-
ternet. There are tradeoffs that ev-
eryone has to make.”

Yu emphasized having strength 
during a time that does not cater to 
socialization efforts easily. “It’s not 
going to be perfect. It’s not going 
to be what everyone is accustomed 
to pre-pandemic. That’s just not the 
world we live in anymore. It requires 
everyone to have a little bit of  cour-
age,” he said. “It’s not like you can 
just bump into someone in the hall-
way and strike a conversation. It 
takes a lot of  intentionalities.” 

The administration hopes to 
accommodate the schedules of  stu-

dents to allow for more interaction. 
“We will continue the same learning 
model with blended students com-
ing in five days a week,” Ingram 
said. “We anticipate grouping stu-
dents as much as possible by free 
and lunch periods and affording as 
many opportunities for socializa-
tion, planned games and activities, 
and outdoor opportunities away 
from screens as possible.”

While many details still need to 
be clarified, Giordano emphasized 
safety as a priority when reopening 
schools. “There are a lot of  open 
questions right now. The DOE’s 
announcement doesn’t answer all 
of  these, but now that sports are al-
lowed to happen after school, what 
about clubs? What about activities 
that happen inside of  the school 
building?” Giordano said. “Our 
priority is, throughout all of  this, 
students’ safety and also supporting 
students academically and socially 
and emotionally.”

With the pandemic having 
lasted a full year, many see school 
reopenings as a sign of  optimism. 
“The fact that schools are reopen-
ing is an indication that conditions 
are improving, and we hope that 
trend continues and leans toward a 
return to greater openings for so-
cialization and more opportunities 
for bringing celebrations to fruition 
for the Class of  2021,” Ingram said.

NYC Schools Reopen After Closing in November 
continued from page 1

Student Union Hosts Spring Clubs & Pubs Fair Virtually 

cient usage of  time,” junior and Di-
rector of  Clubs & Pubs Jennifer Ji 
said in an e-mail interview. 

During this portion, the SU 
tried to recreate the in-person ex-
perience by allowing students to 
move between the breakout rooms 
and ask individual questions to the 
leaders of  a club. “This was our best 
attempt at recreating the in-person 
format online. I guess you could 
think of  each breakout room as a 
table for the club,” Ji said.

However, the SU felt that de-
ciding a format and organizing the 
Spring Fair were the largest chal-
lenges. “The hardest part was decid-
ing a format for this Club and Pub 
fair. We decided against doing the 
Zoom format we had done in the fall 

because it wasn’t an efficient usage 
of  time,” Ji said. “[Another] chal-
lenge was organizing Zoom rooms. 
In order for the fair to work, every 
user had to have the new updated 
version of  Zoom. This resulted in 
some technological difficulties.”

Yue added, “Scheduling was 
definitely a problem at first due 
to our uncertainty on how to split 
clubs between the two days,” she 
said. “The organization of  breakout 
rooms also took some time. There 
are so many clubs at Stuyvesant 
with a lot of  variety, so that made 
the organizing portion a little more 
difficult.” 

Junior Yaqin Rahman, who at-
tended both the fairs in the fall and 
spring as a club leader, felt that the 
Spring Fair was an improvement 
from the Fall Fair. “The event was 
pretty successful. A lot of  people 
came eager to join clubs and it went 

pretty smoothly for the most part,” 
Rahman said in an e-mail interview. 
“In my opinion, it was a lot more 
straightforward than in September, 
so I think it was an improvement.”

However, some attendees found 
that a few club leaders were not in 
their breakout rooms. “[There] were 
quite a few rooms on Zoom where 
I went in to hear about the club, but 
there was no one there. Or in one 
case, someone was there but didn’t 
say anything after a full minute,” 
sophomore Zareen Islam said in an 
e-mail interview. 

The Clubs & Pubs Fair also 
faced an inefficiency issue. “Due to 
the fact that there were no set times 
for rotation and everyone was just 
popping in and out of  rooms, it was 
rather inefficient,” Islam said. “The 
hosts had to keep starting over or 
the students that just came would 
have to wait for them to be done.”

Rahman, who attended the in-
person Clubs & Pubs Fairs in 2019, 
felt that the largest disadvantage of  
this fair was its virtual format. “I 
probably liked the Clubs & Pubs 
fair in person a lot better. You get to 
go around the school, walk through 
different floors and explore differ-
ent clubs while talking to the leaders 
there in person, which is always a 
great experience.”

Despite the challenges, many 
felt that the virtual format allowed 
them to make new friends and share 
their interests with others. “In addi-
tion to advertising our club, it was 
also a nice time to bond with oth-
ers who share the same interests and 
just take a break from the stressful 
[Stuyvesant] environment,” fresh-
man Erica Chen said in an e-mail 
interview. “Other club leaders came 
into our breakout room and we also 
[visited other rooms] (toward the 

end of  the fair and when there was 
no one in our breakout room) to see 
how others were doing.”

As for the SU, they felt satis-
fied with their fair, regardless of  the 
new virtual format. “This was the 
first time both Jennifer and I took 
part in the planning of  the Club 
and Pub Fairs,” Yue said. “While 
we, unfortunately, could not have an 
in-person event, I was still proud of  
the event and the solutions we had 
to put in place to overcome remote 
challenges.”

Despite the virtual setting, the 
Club & Pubs Fair helped maintain 
a sense of  camaraderie. “[It’s a goal] 
to help the school socialize over a 
virtual environment and encour-
age participation,” Yamaguchi said. 
“Something truly unique about our 
school is the numerous clubs we 
offer and the unique opportunities 
they all bring.”

continued from page 1

Mayoral Candidate Andrew Yang Hosts Student Town Hall

continued from page 2
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It’s no secret that remote learn-
ing has some major disadvantages: 
a decline in mental health, Zoom 
fatigue, and lack of  socialization 
are just a few of  the many pan-
demic-related pressures students 
carry on their shoulders on top of  
the rigorous academic courses they 
take. While our current situation is 
far from ideal, many have felt that 
Stuyvesant has also seen a few posi-
tive changes over the past year, such 
as a later start time and the alternat-
ing split schedule, in which the usual 
ten period schedule is split between 
two days. Now, with the arrival of  
the coronavirus vaccine and the idea 
of  in-person learning returning next 
school year, many are beginning to 
wonder whether these arguably ben-
eficial adjustments could be imple-
mented for a regular school year.

Many people are in favor of  the 
new 9:10 a.m. starting time, instead 
of  the usual 8:00 a.m. This extra 
hour is invaluable to students who 
may spend that free time sleeping 
and catching up on school work. 
“I would hope that schools make a 
shift to start later in the day because 
I haven’t woken up earlier than 8 
a.m. in months. I don’t know why 
they make students go to class so 
early, especially when people have a 
lengthy commute,” sophomore Jady 
Chen wrote in an e-mail interview. 

Junior Aleena Sage shares simi-
lar sentiments about the joys of  
waking up later than they normally 
would during in-person classes. “I’ll 
miss being able to go to classes from 
the comfort of  my own home and 
not having to commute,” she said. 

Additionally, Chen expressed 
her desire to see the passing time be-
tween classes extended. “I seriously 

do not understand why Stuyvesant 
makes the passing period barely five 
minutes when people have to rush 
up the stairs to the tenth floor, or 
need to use the bathroom, or need 
to grab their water bottle from their 
locker,” she wrote. The extra time 
provided during online learning 
has allowed her to get a snack, take 
a breather from her laptop, and re-
charge before her next class. 

However, some adjustments 
have been much more drastic than 
simply pushing the starting time for 
classes or lengthening breaks. Chief  
among these is the novel alternation 
between five-period schedules. As 
students were initially introduced 
to this new schedule, some found 
it much easier to pace their school-
work. “I really appreciate having 
half  my classes every other day. I’m 
starting to forget how it was pos-
sible to have ten periods each day, 
and have to get homework from all 
classes done every day. It’s nice to 
only worry about half  my classes at 
a time,” junior Celina Huynh said in 
an e-mail interview.

The revised schedule also boosts 
students’ learning capabilities. Soph-
omore Calvin Wang noted in an e-
mail interview that the new sched-
ule allowed for a better quality of  
learning. “By splitting a day into two 
halves, there’s more structure and 
spacing with work assignments,” 
he said. At first glance, it may have 
seemed that the change would di-
minish students’ learning, but it gave 
many students more time to process 
what they learned in class. Chen 
agreed, and hopes that this change 
will remain even when school moves 
back into in-person learning. “This 
means that I have more personal 
time and that I can spread out my 
responsibilities accordingly,” she 
wrote. “Students have other things 
to do; they have their own lives to 
live.”

While some may think that 
sweeping changes would be unfeasi-
ble to enact, Chen disagreed. “I think 
as a school we’ve already adapted to 
the 1-5 and 6-10 period schedule 
[...] I actually think it wouldn’t be so 
far-fetched for the administration 
to consider the alternating period 
schedule for the future,” she wrote. 
But, she noted that there are limits, 
and the extension of  the passing 
time would be much more difficult. 
“I think it’s a little less feasible to get 
the administration on board simply 
because the 10 minutes really do add 
up,” she stated. That would mean 
90 minutes would be spent just for 
passing, and she acknowledges this 
problem. However, she would still 
appreciate having more than five 
minutes for passing. 

Teachers have also recognized 
some aspects of  remote learning 
that can be transferred to an actual 
classroom. Mathematics teacher 
Gary Rubinstein has been enjoying 
the use of  online applications such 
as DeltaMath, a site where students 
can practice and learn various math 
concepts. Since DeltaMath gives 
him a thorough understanding of  
what percent of  students under-
stand a concept, Rubinstein hopes 
to utilize this newfound tool beyond 
remote learning. “I’ll definitely in-
corporate DeltaMath in the future, 
so that, maybe in a class period, 
maybe I’ll do eight or ten [practice] 
questions, so they can just have their 
phones kinda near them, and then 
they can type in their answers, so I 
could get feedback right away,” Ru-
binstein explained. In the past, he 
has not utilized technology in the 
classroom, but after creating these 
online DeltaMath lessons, he hopes 
to reuse them both for classwork 
and homework. 

Similarly, Mandarin teacher Hai-
rong Zhang said that she intends to 
continue using Google Classroom 

to share learning resources and as-
sign homework. “Not only because 
it is more environmentally-friendly 
than the actual worksheet, but also 
for the reason that students can still 
have access to the materials after 
class and even after they finish the 
course,” she explained. Another 
practice that Zhang hopes to adopt 
is a more project-based curriculum. 
This allows for students to be more 
engaged in the class by allowing 
them to work with their peers, be 
more creative, and apply their skills 
to real life scenarios.

Besides using Google Class-
room, Zhang intends to continue 
utilizing platforms such as Pear-
deck, which allows her to see stu-
dent answers instantly and provide 
individual feedback. In addition, she 
has been having “side talks” in class, 
where she will enter breakout rooms 
to chat with students, allowing them 
to communicate better. “These 
side talks establish the connection 
between teachers and the students 
when we don’t have in-person com-
munications,” she said. She aims to 
build and maintain individual con-
nections with her students during 
both remote and in-person classes.

Besides new teaching strate-
gies, remote learning has also given 
students and teachers a newfound 
appreciation for in-school learning, 
and many are eager to return. “I am 
looking forward to real, human in-
teraction. It’s not so easy to make 
new friends or to create meaningful 
relationships with your teachers on-
line,” Chen said. 

Zhang expressed similar senti-
ments: “I miss those talks in the 
hallway, in the office, before the 
class, and after the class, which help 
me to know my students more.”

Rubinstein has also noticed the 
impact of  remote learning on stu-
dents, especially in breakout rooms. 
“In my regular class, in-person, peo-

ple really take group work really seri-
ously [...] So, I figured in a pandemic, 
that would be everyone’s favorite 
part, when you go into groups. And 
I find that one-third to one-half  of  
the students are not really actively 
engaged in the group work.” Re-
turning back to in-person learning 
will mean more intimate bonds not 
only between teachers and students, 
but also between student and stu-
dent. 

Additionally, Zhang’s experi-
ences in remote learning has fur-
ther taught her that she could take 
her opportunity as a teacher to 
help students learn life skills, such 
as time and stress management. “I 
become more and more determined 
that the mental health of  students 
is the key to successful learning,” 
Zhang said. “I need to be the an-
chor that encourages and cheers 
students up when they feel sad and 
overwhelmed.” Her emphasis on 
students’ happiness has pushed her 
to grow as a teacher and search for 
ways to help her students. 

It’s clear that students and teach-
ers have tried their best to adapt to 
remote learning, and some have 
found some aspects of  it to be ben-
eficial. Not only has implement-
ing technology in the classroom or 
lengthening the time between class-
es made learning more effective and 
manageable, but remote learning has 
also allowed students and teachers 
to reflect on ways to create a school 
environment better suited for their 
education and health. “Remote 
learning taught me that what schools 
provide students with is more than 
just knowledge and skills, but also 
a community where students can 
socialize, support, and learn from 
each other,” Zhang said. The possi-
bility of  these new techniques being 
implemented in reality is an exciting 
prospect for teachers and students 
alike.

What We Can Learn from Remote Learning

By MAHIR HOSSAIN 
and NICHOLAS MARTIN

No matter how life plays out af-
ter high school, the memories made 
during these four years will carry on 
for a lifetime. As high school stu-
dents, teachers can have a great im-
pact on what students may choose 
to become in the future. After all, 
teachers were once students them-
selves. So what were teachers like 
in high school? From the arts to 
physics, all Stuyvesant teachers have 
their own unique stories to share 
about their high school selves, and 
how they became the teachers they 
are today.

Art teacher Jane Karp recalled 
her first day at LaGuardia High 
School, and the wild environment 
it had to offer. “I had planned out 
my outfit for the first day [of  home-
room] very carefully, and [I real-
ized]  very quickly that I was most 
definitely not the coolest kid in the 
classroom because, 1985,” she not-
ed. “There were students with high, 
bright-red mohawks––safety pins in 
their ears. Several members of  my 
homeroom were in quite outland-
ish, mid-80s attire and I thought, 
‘well, this is a different environ-
ment,’” Karp said. Her favorite 
memories of  high school took place 
in the lunchroom. She remembered 
how the choir would break out into 
song during nearly every lunch pe-
riod, and others would chime in 
with them, creating an electric at-
mosphere. 

It was here that Karp was in-
spired to become an artist, and was 
given the freedom to explore a vast 
array of  different types of  artistic 
mediums. “I majored in art history 
after taking AP Art History in high 
school with a wonderful teacher, 
Ms. Goldberg, and she still inspires 

me [...] In remote, it’s a little harder 
to do this, but anytime I act out a 
scene from a painting, I’m really do-
ing what Ms. Goldberg would do in 
class,” Karp said.

For others, school was a way to 
escape from the outside environ-
ment. Chemistry teacher Dr. Steven 
O’Malley used school as a way to 
cope with the loss of  his brother, 
who had died unexpectedly when 
he was in ninth grade. “If  I may be 
perfectly candid, high school 
was a really rough time 
for me and my family [...]  
I don’t think I realized 
at the time, but I found 
comfort in the structure 
of  being in school. Just 
having responsibilities 
and things to do, in 
retrospect, was a very 
good thing for me dur-
ing that time,” Dr. 
O’Malley said. 

Though Dr. 
O’Malley always had 
a very strong grasp of  
the sciences, he wasn’t 
very certain about how 
he would apply his 
k n o w l e d g e . 
Dr. O’Malley 
recalled that 
his passion for 
teaching was ignited after he was 
encouraged by his peers later in col-
lege to pursue teaching due to his 
remarkable ability to concisely ex-
plain concepts. “I remember certain 
pieces of  advice being valuable, like, 
‘it’s okay not to know what you want 
to do right now.’ In fact, it’s okay to 
not know for a long time, and being 
told it’s okay to be uncertain about 
things is really nice advice for any-
body, but particularly when I was a 
teenager.” Dr. O’Malley recalled.

History teacher Dr. Lisa Gre-

enwald added a similar sentiment, 
recalling that as a student, she didn’t 
have everything perfectly in-order 
upon leaving high school: “I real-
ized around senior year that the life 
of  the mind was something worthy 
of  pursuit. But I did not understand 
the self-discipline, the study, and the 
accumulated skills that were neces-
sary. I played catch-up for a long 
time.” 

A common trend among 
Stuyvesant alumni is returning to 
high school and giving advice to 
other students about their own 
high school experiences. Math-
ema t - ics teacher David 

Peng (‘06) and 
e c o n o m i c s 
teacher David 
Wang (‘12) are 
both Stuyves-
ant alumni, 
and frequent-

ly reminisce 
on the memo-
ries they’ve 
made during 
their time at 

Stuyvesant.
W h i l e 
Wang re-
members 

taking the 
subway fre-

quently and how his peers would 
work on homework and chatter 
excitedly about Apple’s latest inven-
tions, Peng cites high school as the 
place where his passion for teaching 
first emerged. Like Dr. O’Malley, it 
came from unofficially tutoring his 
friends. “My friends told me I did 
a better job explaining than some 
of  their teachers. That experience 
led me to pursue other teaching and 
tutoring opportunities,” Peng said. 
The benefits of  teaching his friends 
were a two-way street: “Even 

though I was taking AP Calculus at 
the same time, I found it important 
to be able to teach the topics to my 
friends; that was my way of  making 
sure I understood the topics my-
self,” he said. 

Like freshmen students today, 
Wang also expressed struggling to 
transition from middle school to 
high school. Wang acknowledged 
that finding a consistent group of  
friends to socialize with was par-
ticularly difficult: “It was also a 
little difficult to make new friends 
at first, especially with how big the 
school is. It’s ironic because there’s 
so many people at Stuy [that] you 
would think you’d be able to meet 
a lot of  people, but because it’s so 
many people and everyone’s mov-
ing around, it’s [not].” As corny as 
it sounds, having good compan-
ionship between friends can give 
students a boost and a reality check 
when they need it. 

However, not all teachers were 
American graduates. In fact, phys-
ics teacher Thomas Strasser actu-
ally went to high school in Salzburg, 
Austria, for the majority of  his edu-
cation.  Strasser noted how different 
the Austrian school system is com-
pared to that of  America. “In Eng-
lish [in America], you have thirty 
people around you and then when 
you go to math class and it’s differ-
ent thirty people around you. That 
is totally different in Austria. You 
have the same people around you 
every period, every day, with very 
few exceptions––and that from ten 
to eighteen for eight years,” Stras-
ser said. This tightly knit social life 
allowed Strasser to build strong 
bonds with peers who he normal-
ly met up with in class, instead of  
jumping around to find one steady 
social group. 

The differences between the 

Austrian and American education 
system went beyond this, in Stras-
ser’s experience. The decision to 
even go to college starts at the age 
of  ten, and certain courses of  action 
are taken depending on whether an 
individual chooses to go to college. 
Those who don’t go must attend 
trade school and find employment 
by the time they’re the same age as 
current Stuyvesant juniors. 

However, Strasser drew paral-
lels between his own high school 
experiences and certain Stuyvesant 
events such as SING!. Every year, 
his entire class would participate in a 
school theatre production: “[While] 
some people were acting, others 
were doing the lighting, catering. 
Pretty much similar to what you do 
with SING, but not with the musi-
cal background.” At one point in his 
senior year, Strasser even attempted 
to start his own school newspaper, 
though, his attempts were rather 
unsuccessful.“We were a bunch of  
rather challenging students for the 
administration, so they were not 
very happy about these kids that 
would criticize everything that the 
administration does,” he recalled. 

As teachers look back on the 
past, they hope to pass on wisdom 
to their current students. Most im-
portantly, they hope that students 
will learn from their failures and 
triumphs, and ultimately find suc-
cess in their future careers. To many 
Stuyvesant students who feel pres-
sured to get perfect grades or fol-
low a certain career path, Strasser 
stresses the importance of  keeping 
an open mind: “Look at everything 
from different perspectives; don’t 
get too stuck in a narrow field of  
what you’re interested in. In the 
end, you might find out that you 
like something that you didn’t think 
you like.”  

Blast to the Past! A Teacher’s Guide to High School

Ismath Maksura / The Spectator
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By CHRISTINA PAN

First, some tips for those who do 
not consider themselves feminists:
• Do not be like the large num-

ber of  people who spent 
International Women’s Day 
googling what day of  the year 
is International Men’s Day.

• Do not idolize your politi-
cal heroes. There is a likely 
chance that they are purvey-
ors of  sexual assault. 

• Do not call a movie “femi-
nist” if  two women talk to 
each other (about something 
besides a man).

Beyond those tips, it is a good 
idea to keep a conscious mind 
on what exactly about feminism 
troubles you. Yes, you may sup-
port “women’s rights.” You may 
be all for equality, and you might 
believe that rape is bad and bodily 
autonomy is good. You also might 
find yourself  starting sentences 
with the phrase “I’m not a femi-
nist, but…”

Perhaps it is something about 
dropping the “F-bomb” that alien-
ates you. I come with answers.

This month, I had the op-
portunity to speak with Stuyves-
ant alumna Jessica Valenti (’96). 
Valenti is a feminist, long-time 
blogger, and author of  numer-
ous titles aimed at general read-
ership—entry-level, everyday 
feminism—that together, have 
helped shape the online feminist 
movement. Those unfamiliar with 
Valenti’s work may be shocked (or 
enthralled) by her candor. Valenti 
writes as a friend: without airs, 
without condescension, com-
municating directly and colloqui-
ally with someone they care about. 
The result is an engrossing, pro-
vocative, and remarkably genuine 
experience that makes a powerful 
case for why we need feminism—
and why it may be particularly cru-
cial now. 

Women have lost over 5.4 mil-
lion jobs during the pandemic. 
Working mothers have it particu-
larly hard, balancing long hours 
with familial duties. And it isn’t 
particularly comforting that by 
2021’s Women’s History Month, 
a certain New York governor still 
feels entitled to women’s bodies. 

The pandemic has exposed 
some ugly truths about Ameri-
can life. Here’s how feminism can 
help.

CP: Why do you think so many 
people still reject the feminist 
label? 
JV: We still live in a world with 
a lot of  stereotypes about femi-
nism. But when you look at  femi-
nism and its ideals, they’re pretty 

run of  the mill. We don’t like vio-
lence [toward] women. We think 
women should have control of  
their own bodies [and] equal pay 
for equal work. I know when I 
was younger, I was almost afraid 
that if  I identified as a feminist, it 
would mean this constant stream 
of  trolling and pushback. Women 
are always having to justify their 
intelligence or prove their intel-
ligence or prove something. And 
when you’re already dealing with 
diminishment or harassment as a 
young person, who wants to deal 
with that? There also was just this 
fear of  being caught as an impos-
ter or trying on a political identity 
that I didn’t know enough about. 
I thought, “There’s so many kinds 
of  feminism. Do I really know 
what I’m talking about?” The oth-
er part of  it is this fraught history 
in feminism, where mainstream 
feminism hasn’t reached out to ev-
eryone, and that’s sort of  a more 
understandable argument to have 
about the word feminism. 

 
CP: When people critique fem-
inism, the conversation seldom 
touches on what the movement 
does for women but rather 
veers towards men. Why do you 
think that is?
JV: A long time ago, when I was 
on Feministing, I got a really ob-
noxious e-mail from a guy who 
was like, “You’re always bashing 
men.” I found that I rarely wrote 
about men at all. And that’s what 
pissed him off. Whether it’s mov-
ies or any kind of  pop culture, 
it’s women talking about men. 
And when we’re not talking about 
men, it means that we hate them. 
What’s interesting is that if  femi-
nists or women wanted to hate 
men, we would have lots of  rea-
sons to. Rape is a literal epidemic. 
Violence is an epidemic. The laws 
that [...] keep women from con-
trolling their own bodies and fu-
tures, [for] all of  that, the perpe-
trators are men. Yet we still work 
with men; we love men; we marry 
men. And if  we did hate men, we 
wouldn’t have enough power for it 
to systemically impact them any-
way. It’s really a red herring; a way 
to distract from the conversation. 
But the difficult hurdle is making 
men see what they can gain from 
feminism. Men do have it bad in a 
lot of  ways, but that’s not because 
of  feminism. That’s because of  
patriarchy, and if  they could come 
to understand that, it would be so 
much more beneficial. 

This is one way where women 
have an edge. If  you don’t like the 
dominant culture on what it means 
to be a woman, you have femi-
nism. Feminism is this very strong 
cultural, political movement that 

you can look to for answers. 
When men have these important 
questions about their masculin-
ity, they don’t have an equivalent 
[movement] to go to. Instead of  
going to a place to think deeply 
and interrogate what these struc-
tures do to them as a person, it’s 
just: “don’t be a [EXPLETIVE]. 
Don’t be a [EXPLETIVE]. Don’t 
be a woman.” So really, the very 
idea of  American masculinity is 
built on hatred for women. And 
that is a simple, seductive answer. 
If  we want to do right by young 
men, we need to start to think, 
what does an alternative culture 
look like? Or how can we draw 
them to feminism?

 
CP: Why call it feminism, as 
opposed to a general term like 
“humanism?”
JV: Because no matter what we 
call it, if  it means making it bet-
ter for women, people will find a 
way to hate it. It doesn’t matter 
what the word is. You can label 
it; you can name it however you 
want. But at the end of  the day, 
if  it’s making it better for women, 
people are going to be unhappy 
about it. So it doesn’t make sense 
to me. Let’s focus on the issues; 
let’s focus on getting things done. 
Then what’s interesting, too, is 
that a lot of  people have feminist 
values, but they stay away from 
the word. And you know what? If  
they don’t want to use that word, 
it’s okay. I don’t think feminism 
needs all those people to use the 
term. But people need feminism 
more than they think. Because 
even if  you believe in those things, 
if  you’re staying away from the 
word feminism, you’re closing off  
a whole world to yourself. Once 
you identify as a feminist or you 
get interested in it, and you start 
reading books or blogs or start 
getting into conversations about 
it, your life changes for the better. 
You get support that you wouldn’t 
otherwise get. You get access 
to language to talk about the is-
sues that you care about in a way 
[...] you didn’t before. I was at a 
restaurant a few years ago, and I 
heard this woman talking about 
an ad that’d been super sexist. You 
could see her struggling to find a 
way to say: that is very sexist, [and] 
this is not okay. If  she had been 
exposed to feminism or feminist 
communities, she would have a 
way of  talking about that. In that 
way, using the word feminism is 
much more beneficial to individ-
ual people who care about those 
issues than it is to the movement 
more broadly.

 
CP: What’s your take on “be-
nevolent” sexism, the type that 

we like to write off  as “tradi-
tion?”
The opening doors and paying 
for women, that kind of  “benevo-
lence?” It’s infantilizing. It’s meant 
to make women seem like children 
and not grown adults. We can all 
do kind things for each other. 
Women don’t need special things 
done for them. There’s so much 
of  that stuff  in our culture that 
we don’t think about. These are 
traditions we’re used to, like dads 
walking their daughters down the 
aisle, asking for permission to get 
married, women changing their 
last names, or children taking their 
dad’s last names. That stuff  is re-
ally insidious, and it’s everywhere. 
And those are the hardest things 
to argue against. It’s easy to argue 
against rape. It’s not always easy, 
but it’s understandable to argue 
for abortion rights or equal pay. 
But when you’re asking people to 
make changes in their individual 
lives, that’s when it gets harder. 
And this [is] something I’ve been 
thinking about over the pandemic. 
Millions of  women have lost their 
jobs, and that’s mainly because 
they’re the ones doing child care. 
A lot of  these husbands or men 
who consider themselves pro-
gressives would vote for equal 
pay, childcare benefits, or mater-
nity leave. But when push came 
to shove, they wouldn’t take care 
of  their kids in their house. I don’t 
think that a lot of  men are willing 
to do the work necessary to sort 
of  unpack their own privilege and 
unpack their own sexism. They 
want to believe that “I’m a good 
guy. I believe in the right things. 
Therefore, everything I say and do 
is correct.” And that’s it. It’s very 
easy to vote for something, but it’s 
much harder to live it.

 
CP: Why do you think so many 
education systems choose 
not to address issues like rape 
and sexual abuse? Why do you 
think they’re swept under the 
radar?
JV: This happens especially in elite 
institutions, where there are repu-
tations to uphold and protect. 
There was a huge scandal when 
I was at Stuyvesant with teachers 
harassing [and] sleeping with stu-
dents. And there was just, “We’re 
gonna have a quick assembly 
about this, and then we’re gonna 
move on.” There was no inter-
est in interrogating the bigger is-
sues. When teachers are tenured 
and around for a long time, they 
tend to get protected. And when 
you go to Stuy, we think we’re 
very sophisticated and adult. I re-
member teachers hitting on [and] 
being with students when I was in 
high school and us playing it off. 

We thought we were so mature, 
and they can do all of  this sort 
of  stuff. And it didn’t really oc-
cur to us that this [was] incredibly 
messed up. This [was] a horrible 
misuse of  power. But we didn’t 
see it that way. We saw ourselves 
a little bit higher up than the aver-
age 15 or 16-year-old. And there’s 
no conversation to prepare you 
for that. There’s no assembly 
when you’re a freshman: what if  
a teacher tells you they’ll give you 
a 99 if  you give them a hug? We 
don’t teach girls how to navigate 
things, whether it’s from teachers 
or from other students. And it’s 
a real disservice that we’re doing 
to young people. It means that 
those things happen, and schools 
are more interested in protecting 
institutions than they are people.

 
CP: With this new presidency, 
I feel like there’s going to be a 
strong reactionary movement. 
What’s your take on feminism 
in this new era, moving for-
ward?
JV: There is already a reactionary 
movement. We’ve seen it online 
and at the Capitol. I think they’re 
getting stronger because we’re 
not doing a good enough job of  
reaching, frankly, young white 
men who are being radicalized on-
line. I wrote about it in The New 
York Times a couple of  years ago. 
It’s essentially misogynist terror-
ism. I think we’re going to con-
tinue to see that unless we make 
a real cultural shift because, yes, 
the old guard is moving out. But 
there’s also a very powerful move-
ment in feminism. One of  the 
more exciting things about doing 
this work right now is that you’re 
surrounded by people who are 
smarter than you. And that’s kind 
of  the best place to be. In a way, 
that’s what I liked about Stuyves-
ant. You’re surrounded by smart 
people, and you can have smart 
conversations [with them], for all 
of  their faults. But there’s still a lot 
of  basic stuff  I would like to see 
get done. I would like to see abor-
tion rights codified into state laws. 
I would like to see an Equal Rights 
Amendment. I would like to see 
paid maternity and paternity leave. 
And feminism isn’t just about one 
issue. It impacts every political is-
sue that you can talk about, from 
the environment [and] economics 
[to] reproductive rights. So there’s 
a lot to be done. But most of  all, 
for the last four years, we’ve been 
in such a defensive crouch try-
ing to protect things that instead 
of  just saying,“okay, we can relax 
now,” I would really love for us 
to push really hard for all of  the 
things that we need now, while we 
still can.

Jessica Valenti—Why We Need Feminism More than Ever

NEW YORK MATH CIRCLE
HS SUMMER ONLINE PROGRAM
WHEN: Mondays to Fridays (July 26 to Aug 12)

REGISTRATION FEE: $775 

ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE 
A QUALIFYING TEST.  

Test Dates: Early Registration March 6 & 7, 2021 
                     Regular Registration May 1 & 2, 2021

The deadline for the Summer HS Early Registration qualifying test is coming up soon:
March 4, 2021.  All students are allowed to take one or both qualifying exams; only the

better of the two exams will count for qualification.

TO REGISTER: WWW.NYMATHCIRCLE.ORG/SUMMER

2018 Feedback:
"Ann attended NY Math Circle for six years starting in 7th grade.   Math Circle is where Ann first

developed her love of math and passion for STEM.  It’s also what set her on her path to Caltech which
she will be starting this fall.  We, her parents, can not thank you enough for all you’ve given Ann."  9/5/18

Voices 
Would you like to share a personal narrative with 
the school? Whether it’s an essay you’ve written 
for class, or a piece you’ve been working on by 

yourself, if it’s in first-person and it is nonfiction it 
could get published in The Spectator!

Send your stories to features@stuyspec.com, or 
email us with any questions or concerns you have. 

If you wish, it may be published anonymously.
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By ALEXANDER LAKE

“All right everybody, I’m go-
ing to sort you into breakout 
rooms, and you can all discuss this 
problem. Call me in if  you have 
any questions.”

And so the dread begins. It is 
time to enter a Zoom breakout 
room, the mini-Zooms contained 
within the larger Zoom meeting. 
The motive of  this feature is to 
encourage more interactions be-
tween students in smaller groups, 
and on the surface level, this 
seems practical. In practice, things 
are different. Cameras that were 
already off  remain off, and many 
of  the minority that were already 
on fizzle out, leaving breakout 
rooms a sea of  gray and white 
with the occasional disturbance 
of  a lonely face. 

To one anonymous fresh-
man, breakout rooms feel like 
ghost towns. His experiences with 
breakout rooms have been mostly 
negative. “I would much rather 
sit in a class where the teacher is 

teaching,” he said. He noted that 
the virtual environment is a large 
factor in why small group work is 
so much more awkward on Zoom 
than in person. “Even if  some-
one’s more of  an extrovert, the 
stagnant nature of  the breakout 
room stops them from doing any-
thing,” he commented. 

While it seems freshmen 
struggle with breakout rooms 
because of  a lack of  prior con-
nection with their peers, many 
upperclassmen have different 
perspectives. “80 percent positive, 
20 percent negative,” was junior 
Jesse Wang’s take on breakout 
rooms as a whole. “What’s miss-
ing about the breakout rooms is 
just the freedom of  choice for 
the students because I genuinely 
believe discussions would be so 
much better if  you were allowed 

to talk to someone you knew al-
ready in the room,” Wang said. 
While there now exists a feature 
in Zoom that allows for self-selec-
tion of  your breakout room, many 
teachers have yet to enable it, and 

many don’t know that it exists. 
Wang chooses to keep his camera 
on in breakout rooms. “I guess I 
just do whatever I can to make it 
less awkward,” he said. 

Senior Jillian Lin agrees with 
Wang’s sentiment: “One thing I’ve 
missed so much about in-person 
schooling is being able to have 
conversations with people I’m not 
as close to, and breakout rooms 
are a chance to interact,” she said. 
She acknowledges that breakout 
rooms aren’t perfect, but she be-
lieves that the benefits outweigh 
the shortcomings. “I do think 
there’s a sort of  pressure to inter-
act that makes things a bit awk-
ward [...] but it’s a good opportu-
nity to boost the social interaction 
we’ve all been missing,” Lin said.

While students are the ones 
in the breakout rooms, it is also 
important to consider the teach-
ers attempting to run them. One 
teacher who has found particular 
success with this endeavor is Eng-
lish teacher Annie Thoms. Thoms 
has spent a lot of  time conceptual-
izing her breakout rooms, as they 
play a large part in facilitating the 
collaborative and interactive at-
mosphere that she strives for. She 
is aware that breakout rooms have 
the potential to be unproductive 
and awkward, saying, “The big-
gest danger of  breakout rooms 
is that they become an extension 
of  the danger of  Zoom school in 
general, which is that we are so 
totally separated from each other 
and it’s so easy to check out.” She 
combats this by traveling through 
the rooms in random order to en-

sure that cameras are on and dis-
cussion is happening. 

But even that system isn’t per-
fect. “I wish that I could see all of  
the [breakout rooms] at once. [...] 
In the classroom, I can visually 
see every group at the same time, 
and I can choose who I go over to 
when. With the breakout rooms 
on Zoom, it’s blind,” Thoms said. 
“It’s much harder for me to tar-
get my assessment of  where it 
might be useful for me to pop 
in.” She understands that virtual 
school is hard for everybody, and 
doesn’t hold it against students 
who choose to turn their cameras 
off. But she does have one way 
of  encouraging discussion: “If  I 
come into a breakout room and 
nobody is talking, I do yell very 
loud, ‘Oh no! Silent breakout 
room of  doom!’ which is a little 
embarrassing for them and makes 
them more likely to be talking in 
the breakout room.” 

While breakout rooms tend 
to pack less punch than intended, 
they do have their redeeming fac-
tors. They allow for interaction 
within the otherwise often silent 
virtual classroom and encourage 
collaboration in an environment 
where it ordinarily feels less natu-
ral. Perhaps it would ease awk-
wardness if  students were able 
to select their own rooms, or per-
haps the awkwardness of  break-
out rooms is simply inevitable. 
Until school is truly back in ses-
sion, we must find a way to van-
quish the “silent breakout rooms 
of  doom,” or at the very least, to 
come to peace with them. 

Breaking Down the Breakout Room

Querida Clara, 
Sometimes I feel like there’s no pur-

pose of  life and I’m just living one day 
after another. I feel like there’s nothing 
motivating me to move forward, and it 
kind of  makes me stop and wonder 
if  all of  this is really worth it. I guess 
I’d like advice on how to address situ-
ations like this, and what exactly the 
purpose of  it all is. 
—Anonymous, Freshman

You are a pensive soul. It is 
a sage thing to wonder—why 
does anybody bother waking up 
and putting on deodorant? And 
why do it again the next day? 
Beats me. But living life is like 
writing this sentence. One thing 
follows another. I will write the 
next word and do the next thing. 
Who knows what I might write 
next? DOUBLET! STUFFED 
SHEEP! PINNACLE SOUNDS 
AND ZOUNDS! Anything 
could happen, and I think that 
life is the same way. That is the 
marvel of  it. Unexpected, joyful 
things like “DOUBLET” tend to 
interject themselves. 

In a way, though, isn’t it good 
that nobody really knows Life’s 
Hulking Meaning for certain? If  
people did, they wouldn’t have to 
keep living to figure it out. 

Querida Clara, 
My mother believes that I’m hid-

ing a secret boyfriend from her. It’s flat-
tering that she believes in my capability 
for romance, but the interrogations are 
getting old. Maybe I just like buying 
flowers for myself. How do I prove a 
negative and finally convince her that 
I’m extremely single?
—Cadence Li, Junior

Cadence, it is time to set your 
man free. It is not subtle, this 
whole hide-him-under-the-bed 
thing. Let him see the sun. I find 
that when you Get a Man, it’s 
best to just let the state of  your 
relationship hang out in the open 
with the family. For instance, 
when I got serious with my first 
husband, I had him move into 
the bathroom between my par-
ents’ room and mine. At first, it 
was jarring for my parents (my 
husband sleeps on the shower 
floor), but in time they got used 
to it. Now, when one of  us needs 
to use the toilet and my husband 
is still sleeping, no problem, we 
just go right in and hubby doesn’t 
notice a thing. 

But in the event that it re-
ally is as you say and this man is 
“imaginary,” here’s some advice: 
do not fight your mother’s idea 
that you have an  imaginary man. 
Embrace it. Embrace him, and 
all that your mother thinks he 
does for you. Dote on yourself. 
Take the flowers to an extreme. 
Write yourself  letters that begin 
“CADENCE, MY LOVE,” and 
leave them in indiscreet places. 
Your mother will in time see that 
this is a man who truly loves you. 
She will also see that this man’s 
handwriting is remarkably simi-
lar to yours. 

A
drianna Peng / T

he Spectator

Mind Our Businesses
By ISABELLA JIA 

and SAIYEDAH NAYRA

Driving down the streets we 
call home, there’s an eerie absence 
as the bustling city life seems to 
have taken its last breath. Populat-
ing the streets are not people, but 
rather omnipresent “For Rent” 
or “For Lease” signs draped over 
empty storefront windows. The 
remnants of  previous businesses 
can still be seen as the dim lights 
flicker repeatedly over empty 
tables and chairs that were once 
alive. The pandemic’s effects are 
far-reaching, as small, local busi-
nesses that hold special places 
in our hearts have been hit hard. 
Some have mustered the strength 
to survive, withstanding the losses 
from the pandemic. But many, al-
ready vulnerable from the start, 
were knocked down, succumbing 
to exorbitant rent fees and other 
troubling factors caused by the 
pandemic. 

Despite the hurdles, small busi-
nesses are in the phase of  recover-
ing as sales begin to trickle in. For 
sophomore Janna Wang, a local fa-
vorite is YeDon, a mom-and-pop 
donkatsu shop on Northern Bou-
levard, Queens. “They only have 
one menu item they specialize in, 
an $11.99 donkatsu platter. For 
just $12, you get two huge slabs 
of  cutlet, corn, beans, salad, rice 
shaped into little balls, mini sau-
sages shaped like octopuses, a few 
slices of  orange, mini rice cakes, 
and a nice little bowl of  cream 
soup,” she described in an e-mail 
interview. “The donkatsu is really 
great and authentic, drenched in 
sauce, crispy on the outside, soft 
on the outside, which I personally 
love, but that’s not where all the 
charm lies.”

Beyond this mouth-watering 
description, Wang values the sub-
tle, unique details of  the business. 
“Where the appeal really lies is the 
nostalgia that lies in the small fam-
ily business. There’s something 
really homely [about] the fact that 

it’s family-owned: the child of  the 
owner’s drawing or doing home-
work in the corner on the shop, 
the cute little pepper shakers so 
that you can flavor the soup at 
your own discretion, and the way 
the menu is hand-written on little 
posters on the walls,” she said. “If  
you order the donkatsu to go, they 
seal the sauce and sides separately 
in little containers so the rice and 
meat don’t get soggy.”

Wang understands and em-
phasizes the importance of  sup-
porting local small businesses. 
Along with YeDon, her dad owns 
a small business, so she feels the 
effects firsthand. “Especially in 
the circumstances we’re in now, it’s 
so important to support your local 
businesses so they can keep them-
selves open. My dad’s small busi-
ness shut down because of  the 
pandemic, so I know how stress-
ful it is for businesses to wonder 
how much longer they can sustain 
themselves,” she stated. 

Sophomore Cynthia Chang 
shared a similar experience at 
her favorite small business, Hot 
Peppers, in Bayside, Queens. She 
enjoys their quesadillas, burrito 
bowls, and tacos. “It’s a walking 
distance from my home and the 
prices are much cheaper for much 
more compared to other chain 
restaurants like Chipotle and 
Qdoba,” she wrote in an e-mail 
interview. “My friend was once 
talking to one of  the people who 
worked there, and they said that 
they make all their food in the 
morning, so they don’t even use 
their refrigerator.”

Chang visits the restaurant of-
ten with those closest to her. “Go-

ing to your local businesses with 
your friends [and] family makes 
everything more special. Since 
quarantine, my friends and I have 
walked to the restaurant together 
during our frees and ate […] (so-
cially distanced) in one of  our 
backyards,” she mentioned. 

Sophomore Nora Loftus also 
enjoys visiting her favorite small 
business with friends. Java Joe, a 
coffee and tea shop in Park Slope, 
Brooklyn, is one of  her favorite 
local businesses. “It is tiny and so 
cozy, and I love their drinks and 
seasonal candies and pastries. My 
go-to order is an iced chai latte 
and a flake bar, which is a choco-
late bar brand from the U.K.,” she 
described. “My friend and I go 
almost every Friday, and we bring 
our chai lattes to the park, and it 
is always so nice.” Along the way, 
Loftus and her friends experience 
funny slip-up moments, but that 
enriches the experience for them. 
“Somehow my friends and I al-

ways manage to embarrass our-
selves there whether it’s tripping 
and falling in the store, dropping 
all of  our money, or just saying the 
wrong thing, and we manage to 
walk out embarrassed. I still love 
it though,” she said.

Loftus suggests going outside 
and exploring small businesses to 
support them. “Instead of  order-
ing online, go out and explore! My 
favorite places to go in my neigh-
borhood are small businesses be-
cause they seem more personal 
and unique, and it is so fun to dis-
cover new ones,” she said.

For junior Debolina Sen 
Kunda, Al-Aqsa restaurant in 
Parkchester, Bronx has always 

held a special place in her heart. 
“My favorite thing to get there is 
the mango lassi. It’s my favorite 
because it’s a place where I can 
choose from a variety of  hot, 
freshly cooked Bengali dishes and 
snacks,” Kunda said. “I celebrated 
my sweet sixteen at that restau-
rant’s party hall.” This restaurant 
is another one of  many businesses 
that were hit hard by the pan-
demic. “They are definitely facing 
a loss because they can’t open up 
the party hall due to the pandemic. 
It’s a to-go thing now but luckily, it 
has managed to stay afloat because 
it is so popular in our community,” 
she said.

These local businesses do not 
just include eateries, as sophomore 
Anna Ying reflects on visiting her 
favorite 99 cents store before the 
pandemic. “My favorite local small 
business is the Flushing 99 cents 
store because you can get things 
at a cheap price, usually being 
school supplies, stationeries, deco-
rations, etc.,” she said. “The best 
thing about this store is you don’t 
have to pay tax unlike other places, 
which saves a lot of  money.”

Ying also offered advice for 
others to support local businesses. 
“Others can support small busi-
nesses by sending out flyers about 
them, recommending it to friends, 
or introducing it on social media. 
You can also encourage your com-
munity to visit them more often,” 
she suggested. 

Though the road to recovery 
for many of  these small busi-
nesses may be difficult, small ac-
tions taken can contribute im-
mensely to help these businesses 
that make our city the beautifully 
diverse place it is. Eating locally, 
shopping sustainably, and spread-
ing the word are all decisions that 
can help. It’s a thoughtful way to 
give back to your community. As 
Wang points out, “With small 
businesses, there’s just a level of  
thoughtfulness you’d want to pay 
a few dollars for, one that a chain 
store can’t really offer.”

“If  I come into a breakout room and no-
body is talking, I do yell very loud, ‘Oh no! 

Silent breakout room of  doom!’” 
—Annie Thoms, English teacher

Rachel C
huong / T

he Spectator

Clara Shapiro’s 
Advice Column
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Our One Year Corona-versary

and tensions seem to have di-
minished, but the conversation 
is perhaps not all resolved.

The early spring has brought 
pleasant weather, and the news 
of  PSAL sports practices 
roused the spirits of  student-
athletes. Additionally, amid 
a flood of  test cancelations, 
Stuyvesant combated uncer-
tainty by offering SAT admin-
istration to grateful juniors. 
The DOE stated intentions to 
reopen public high schools in 
some capacity, allowing the re-
turn of  the blended learning 
model and its limited successes. 
Cautiously, we are dipping our 
toes into the water, hoping to 
integrate some sense of  nor-
malcy back into our lives, even 
if  that “normal” is fragmented. 
Still, it doesn’t seem as if  the ug-
liness revealed during the pan-
demic will be gone soon. The 
resurgence of  attacks against 
Asian-Americans reminds us of  
a hateful America, lurking be-

low the surface, but seemingly 
ever-present.

We arrive again to mid-
March, as if  riding upon some 
supremely disappointing merry-
go-round. Our prospects ap-
pear dismal, and we speculate, 
as we did one year ago, as to 
when this whole ordeal will 
end. Indifferentiable days blend 
together, for our current way of  
living is one in which there is no 
punctuation. Commute-less, we 
trudge through online school. 
Breaks hardly feel like breaks, 
and weekends are weekdays as 
we remain isolated in the same 
spaces. There is little change. 
Here is another day like the 
last. Here is another week like 
the last. Here is another month, 
another semester, just like the 
last. It has been a year. So much 
has changed. So much has hap-
pened. And yet, beyond the un-
imaginable upheaval, we seem 
to have fallen into exhaustingly 
static routines. 

Spring 2020
With classes of  merely five 

to 15 students and empty hall-
ways, the usual liveliness of  
the building was replaced by 
a pervading fear surrounding 
the coronavirus on our last day 
of  in-person schooling. It was 
supposed to be a joyous time. 
The stressful but jovial SING! 
season had just concluded, and 
spring PSAL sports teams were 
preparing to kick-start their 
practices. But the ominous date 
only foreshadowed what was to 
come. 

Two days later, on the eve-
ning of  March 15, we received 
the notification that NYC was 
officially under a state of  emer-
gency, and schools would con-
sequently be closed. We heard 
that school would resume in late 
April and thought the situation 
might just be a blip on the radar. 

Our reactions ranged from 
relief  and curiosity to nervous-
ness and dread. We rejoiced at 
the opportunity for an early 
spring break. Viral TikToks and 
Animal Crossing defined the 
days of  our first week of  quar-
antine. But the severity of  the 
pandemic soon began to rear 
its ugly head with shortages of  
toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and 
masks. Family members faced 
unemployment as their work-
spaces closed. Others were es-
sential workers who continued 
to venture outside, their make-
shift masks covering their faces 
but not their apprehension. 

Outside, the bustle of  the 
city came to a halt. An eerie si-
lence filled the streets, a premo-
nition that death was, literally, 
right around the corner.

Just a week after our quar-
antine’s start, the rocky shift to 
online learning began. The un-
certainty surrounding remote 
learning, grades, and Advanced 
Placement tests was palpable 
even in the Zoom universe. 
Disbelief  about the cancelation 
of  sports seasons, dances, and 
graduation ceremonies became 
ubiquitous. In a universally 
confounding move, the De-
partment of  Education (DOE) 
banned Zoom after several se-
curity issues and “Zoom bomb-
ings.” 

Everyone was freaking out. 
Any hope of  a swift re-

turn to normalcy was crushed 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio’s an-
nouncement on April 14 that 
schools would stay closed for 
the remainder of  the school 
year. Our hearts felt pained 
that we would not be seeing 
our teachers or peers soon. We 
were also curious about a new 
grading option, the “CR,” that 

would allow students to change 
any numerical grade to “credit 
received” due to challenging 
pandemic conditions. 

In May, instances of  police 
brutality across the nation, in-
cluding those of  George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor, took the 
limelight. Shock and anger rip-
pled throughout the country. 
Our discussions encompassed 
more of  the complexity of  ra-
cial issues in our school com-
munities and beyond. Students 
spearheaded more Talk Circles 
Around Race, albeit virtually. 

We concluded our last day 
of  school feeling deeply unsat-
isfied. Whether we lost motiva-
tion, felt pressured to be pro-
ductive in light of  the free time, 
missed our friends and families, 
or coped with the deaths of  
loved ones, we were all envel-
oped in the pandemic.     

Summer 2020 
Summertime, and the livin’ 

was not easy. Much like the 
weather, in late May and June, 
people’s anger over racial in-
justice reached a boiling point. 
New Yorkers—many Stuyves-
ant students among them— 
spilled out onto the streets in 
protest. Helicopters thundered 
overhead. Those living near 
large gathering spaces like Bar-
clays Center or City Hall heard 
the distant roar of  crowds. As 
the summer went on, though, 
the roar began to quiet down. 

Things were similarly in 
flux within our school commu-
nity. Students sat at home and 
gnawed at their fingernails un-
easily. With summer programs, 
internships, and travel long 
since obliterated, there was little 
else to do. We discovered at the 
end of  July that Principal Eric 
Contreras was leaving (for real 
this time), and that a new per-
son was preparing to take the 
throne—a mysterious figure 
named “Seung Yu.” To top it 
off, there was the big elephant 
in the room known as “the pre-
carious upcoming school year.” 
There was a great furor over the 
virtues of  remote versus those 
of  blended, and more still when 
we learned at the end of  August 
that our schedules would be di-
vided in half, with five periods 
one day and the other five peri-
ods the next. Some were ruffled 
by the elimination of  certain 
electives; those who did not 
want to take them rejoiced. Ei-
ther way, time went on. Ruffled 
feathers settled somewhat. 

Fall 2020
The beginning of  the school 

year echoed the spring term as 

the first day of  school was re-
peatedly pushed back until Sep-
tember 16. We sighed in relief  
as our school day started at 9:10 
a.m. instead of  the usual 8:00, 
and toted our new schedule of  
55-minute-long periods and 10 
minutes of  passing time. The 
majority of  us chose to stay 
remote despite being offered 
the chance to go into blended 
learning, which was still, at the 
end of  the day, remote instruc-
tion. But this opportunity to go 
into the school building, while 
infrequently, was particularly 
valuable to many for whom 
home was not a suitable learn-
ing environment. 

We were given a deadline to 
submit a request to CR grades 
on November 30. Some of  us 
rushed to Facebook and asked 
if  a specific grade in a class was 
worthy enough to stay on our 
transcripts before then. Not 
long after, the COVID-19 rate 
surpassed three percent, and the 
DOE announced that schools 
would close again.

However, the extensive 
discussions that took place in 
our history classes about the 
presidential election were a new 
change in scenery. In some, we 
watched the presidential debate 
and election coverage with our 
teachers. We saw an increased 
engagement with politics 
among students as they turned 
their worry into action by con-
tinuously phone-banking swing 
states and posting colorful info-
graphics on Instagram. We ul-
timately rejoiced with pots and 
pans down the streets of  New 
York once we heard that Joe 
Biden was the next President of  
the United States.

Winter 2021
Here we are at winter’s end, 

and we are unraveling. When 
the Capitol was stormed on 
January 6, we sat in online class 
and remotely witnessed a boil-
ing over of  political tensions 
and the subsequent violence. 
Are we to never be a whole 
country, but always plagued by 
angry extremists? 

Mentally, many of  us have 
found ourselves drained. As-
signments are never in low sup-
ply, but motivation is hard to 
come by. We united over our 
common feelings of  burnout 
through Facebook and voiced 
our concerns, encapsulated in 
tense conversations. The Stu-
dent Union met with the ad-
ministration to discuss a survey 
which determined that over-
whelmingly, we are not doing so 
well. The guidance counselors 
now have regular office hours, 

By PETER GOSWAMI

Republican senators acquit-
ted Trump of  inciting the insur-
rection inflamed by his rhetoric 
and driven by his conspiracy 
theories, leaving him free to run 
for president again in 2024. 
Trump continues to have a ma-
jor influence on the Republican 
party, as 74 percent of  Repub-
licans want him to remain po-
litically active, and 42 percent 
of  Republicans said they would 
vote for Trump in 2024, putting 
him far ahead of  other possible 
candidates. Even after Trump 
failed to properly respond to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
spread false election claims, 
and incited a riot in an attempt 
to undermine our democracy, 
Republicans are still willing to 

return our country back to his 
leadership.

Trump gained popularity by 
making those who traditionally 
have power and privilege feel 
like victims. He painted im-
migrants as thieves of  Ameri-
can jobs and the media as the 
enemy, which created a general 
distrust in facts. Trump was 
successful in spreading false 
election claims by promoting 
the sentiment that “liberal” vot-
ing methods, like early voting 
and mail-in ballots, infringed 
upon the rights of  conserva-
tive voters. These ideas allowed 
Trump to gain support because 
they played on the insecurities 
and hatred that many conserva-
tive voters have toward certain 
groups. Other Republicans are 
afraid of  opposing Trump, in 

fear of  losing his large base and 
the chance of  getting nominat-
ed for primary elections. How-
ever, acquitting him only made 
it worse for their party and the 
country. We cannot break this 
cycle unless he’s incriminated 
on the charge of  inciting the 
Capitol riots. 

The Department of  Justice 
must prosecute him criminally 
on account of  inciting an insur-
rection. The U.S. Code states 
that anyone who incites an in-
surrection is ineligible to hold 
public office and can be impris-
oned for up to 10 years. Repub-
lican senators ignored the ne-
cessity of  disqualifying Trump 
because he was a president who 
acted like a criminal. Therefore, 
the best way to prevent the dan-
ger of  having a criminal as our 

president is to prosecute and 
place charges on him.

Prosecuting Trump is also 
necessary to reinforce our 
American values. In a country 
where we believe in equality un-
der the law, we cannot let some-
one get away unchecked simply 
because of  a past position of  
power. Trump is a private citi-
zen, and a court should treat 
him as such. By spreading false 
election claims, Trump tried to 
undermine democracy in an 
attempt to hold on to power. 
To reinstate our position as a 
democratic country, we need to 
prosecute Trump to show that 
we do not let challenges to our 
democracy go overlooked, es-
pecially at a time when other 
nations have questioned our 
democracy in light of  the insur-

rection.
Finally, acquitting Trump 

because he was out of  office 
signals to future presidents that 
they can get away with what 
they want in the last days of  
their tenure. Prosecuting and 
subsequently convicting Trump 
would ensure that we do not 
leave this precedent.

Trump must be prosecuted 
to prevent his re-election and 
uphold the rule of  law. He 
acted criminally and needs to 
be charged as a criminal. The 
insurrection has put the Ameri-
can values of  justice, democra-
cy, and truth into question. To 
restore our values, we need to 
start by prosecuting Trump and 
proceed with our fight against 
the cycle of  conspiracy theories 
and lies.

Prosecuting a President

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/12/a-large-share-of-republicans-want-trump-to-remain-head-of-the-party-cnbc-survey.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/can-trump-run-2024-election-impeachment-b1799980.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2383
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2383
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By ELIO TORRES

Robinhood, an app that re-
cently clung to news headlines, 
moseyed its way into the com-
petitive brokerage industry by 
opening up the market to the 
common user. Customarily, plat-
forms that facilitate real-time 
stock trades charge their users 
a commission for every transac-
tion. Robinhood, however, lets 
its users buy and sell without any 
fees. Its sub-minute signup time 
and clean graphics appeal to the 
new generation of  casual inves-
tors, swinging the elite hobby of  
stock trading into a viable side-
hustle. When it hit the market, 
its mission to democratize fi-
nance resonated with everyday 
people, and it saw more daily av-
erage trades than any incumbent 
firm in the world in 2020.

Robinhood seemed to revo-
lutionize access to a door that 
had been locked for decades: 
the stock market. That was until 
they were forced to choose be-
tween the common people who 
gave the application life and the 
hedge funders who still clasped 
the most financial clout.

In mid-January, users on 
Reddit and TikTok made a push 
to drive up the price of  stocks 
like GameStop and AMC. By 
funneling money into these se-
lect stocks, these efforts arti-
ficially squeezed the shares to 
unforeseen prices, even though 
the companies these shares be-
longed to did not do anything 
to prompt growth. For hedge 
funds that shorted stocks like 
GameStop, meaning they bet 
against the stocks, the brisk price 
spurts indicated losses of  hun-
dreds of  millions of  dollars. To 
cash in on the exploding prices, 
many first-timers turned toward 
Robinhood. In a move that de-
fied their mission to democra-
tize investment, Robinhood pro-
hibited its users from executing 
purchases on the “hot stocks’’ 
shortly after they took off. With 
hundreds of  thousands of  in-
vestors relying on Robinhood to 
get in on the bubble, the sponta-
neous switch-off  slowed the rise 
of  popular stocks, leaving many 

feeling slighted by the company.
I was one of  those slighted 

investors. I joined the craze not 
expecting to strike gold, but 
more so wanting to be a part of  
the Reddit-orchestrated move-
ment that united my generation 
over undermining Wall Street. 
When Robinhood disabled buy-
ing stocks, my temporary earn-
ings dissolved back to their start-
ing place. I watched the same 
stocks that had just conquered 
the market on the back of  Rob-
inhood users plummet because 
of  the same company’s regula-
tions. Though I did not lose 
money, countless others were 
stripped of  their potential prof-

its, and many found themselves 
in the negative, losing their play 
money and even their savings.

Robinhood, which ascended 
into the industry thanks to aver-
age investors, should not be let 
off  the hook for conveniently 
forgetting its mission of  equal-
izing the industry. Most of  its 
funding comes from top-dog 
investors like Citadel and Melvin 
Capital that were poised to lose 
money if  dark horse stocks like 
GameStop continued to climb. 
Instead of  standing by its base, 
Robinhood chose to cover its 
financial allies. Whether the mo-
tive was to bail out affiliates, or 
as Robinhood CEO Vlad Tenev 

put it, to “meet deposit obliga-
tions,” the result remains un-
changed: thousands of  everyday 
people got the short end of  the 
stick.

The malpractice of  Robin-
hood and its business model is 
only grazed by this isolated in-
cident. After all, an app that is 
ad-free, provides commission-
free trading, and offers a com-
plimentary stock to new users 
sounds too good to be true. 
And that’s because it is. Robin-
hood makes money by selling 
its users’ order information to 
larger companies and firms be-
fore trades are executed in the 
app. This sharing of  data allows 

firms like Citadel-Citadel Securi-
ties to then plan key decisions 
and base their trades on legal in-
sider information. In fact, selling 
order information accounted for 
70 percent of  the platform’s rev-
enue in the first quarter of  2020. 
While investors might be willing 
to forego their information for 
Robinhood’s benefits, Robin-
hood hides its business model in 
its branding. The Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
fined Robinhood $65 million 
in December 2020 for issuing 
misleading statements about its 
revenue sources and omitting 
important information from its 
customers. In the same investi-

gation, the SEC found that the 
app deprived its users of  $34.1 
million by not giving them the 
best possible price at the time 
for their trades. Robinhood sent 
stock orders to firms that would 
deliver the most profit to their 
company, not the firms that 
would most benefit their users.

Another threat is how the 
app can motivate inexperienced 
users to pour their money into 
the app with a simple swipe and 
tap. Its festive and sleek design 
makes the interface seem eerily 
similar to a game, except real 
money is at stake. One of  Rob-
inhood’s most successful cam-
paigns was a referral program 

that gave new users a compli-
mentary stock of  up to $500 
and generated a million-user 
waitlist before the platform even 
launched. However, opening the 
app was unnervingly similar to 
opening a chest in a video game, 
as it was accompanied by an ani-
mation and reminder that more 
referrals would equate to more 
free stocks. These addictive 
techniques bring the prospect of  
gambling to a generation that is 
already struggling with technol-
ogy addiction. During my bout 
with Robinhood, I reached a 
point where I would revisit the 
app upwards of  10 times an 
hour. Within a week, my brain 

remembered where the app 
was located on my phone, and 
I could open it without looking. 
Just like gambling is dangerously 
addictive, Robinhood—sitting 
right at your fingertips—pres-
ents its own perils.

Additionally, the Robin-
hood app, though exceptional 
in retrieving new users, lacks 
in its customer support. Gen-
erally, customer support does 
not make or break a platform, 
but when naïve investors have 
money on the line as Robinhood 
cuts off  stock purchasing, hav-
ing a reliable means of  contact 
is essential. When my account 
was restricted from purchasing, 
I tried to reach out to the sup-
port team for help. Their lack of  
a phone number forced me to 
go through their online support 
page that promised a response 
in three days. Two months af-
terward, I still have not received 
a response. My story does not 
even compare to the severe ca-
lamity that Robinhood’s lack of  
customer service has caused. 
Twenty-year-old Alex Kearns 
committed suicide after being 
unable to contact Robinhood 
upon being told he owed $730 
thousand to the platform, caus-
ing him to believe he would be 
indebted to the company for the 
rest of  his life. His family later 
learned that the message saying 
he owed nearly a million dollars 
was merely a glitch that was in 
the process of  being fixed. Had 
this error been communicated 
to him, he would still be alive.

Robinhood is not the pio-
neer of  financial democracy that 
it preaches to be. Ultimately, as 
it often does in the free mar-
ket, profit has taken precedence 
over goodwill. Though this is-
sue has been one of  the few to 
bring Republicans and Demo-
crats together, its congressio-
nal hearings might very well let 
Robinhood off  the hook. As the 
people that Robinhood targets, 
we need to warn others of  its 
troubles and reject the app. The 
app will not make your pockets 
bigger; it will say it is while stuff-
ing its own.

Robinhood: Building a Base, Ripping It Off

By ISABEL CHING

Most people hear the phrase 
“Democratic state” and think 
immediately of  New York, and 
maybe even Massachusetts or 
Vermont. But if  they had to 
choose one, it would probably be 
the state of  Hollywood, perfect 
weather, and the Kardashians: 
California and for a good reason. 
The Golden State is one of  the 
most consistently Democratic in 
the country, voting blue in the 
last eight presidential elections. 
State politics are dominated by 
Democrats, who hold the state’s 
two Senate seats, 42 out of  its 
53 seats in the House, and more 
than three-quarters of  the seats 
in both houses of  the California 
State Legislature.

Being the bastion of  Ameri-
can liberalism, however, comes 
with increased attention. As the 
largest American state, with a 
population numbering close to 
40 million people, and one of  
the most Democratic—ranking 
seventh in the country with 29 
percent of  voters identifying as 
liberal—Californian politics has 
been the subject of  great conten-
tion, especially for conservatives.

Many conservatives look to 
California as a “great experi-

ment in liberalism,” a laboratory 
for Democrats to prove their 
superior governance and politi-
cal prowess. But, conservatives 
argue that Democrats have failed 
spectacularly in California. They 
are not wrong when it comes to 
numbers as California has some 
of  the highest tax rates in the 
country, including an 8.66 per-
cent sales tax rate and an 8.84 
percent corporate tax rate, rank-
ing ninth and eighth in each re-
spective category nationally. Tax-
es aside, the state of  finances and 
public services is not great either; 
California ranks 37th in educa-
tion for K-12 students and third 
in per capita homeless rates, and 
pension liabilities are estimated 
to be higher than $1.1 trillion. 
Californians, disheartened by 
high tax rates, an ever-increasing 
cost of  living, sky-high housing 
prices, and poor social services, 
are leaving in droves, joining 
what has now become a state-
wide exodus. In fact, between 
July 2019 and July 2020, 135,400 
people left the state for sur-
rounding areas in search of  lower 
tax rates and easier living, and 
in 2018 and 2019, the state re-
corded the lowest growth rates in 
population since 1900. Even so, 
conservatives are not right to use 

California as an example of  the 
disaster Democratic leadership 
brings. California’s torn economy 
and social strife are not a specter 
of  what’s to come should Demo-
crats one day control the entire 
country. Thinking so presents an 
inherently flawed argument.

The first flaw in this logic 
is that California is not some 
“great experiment in liberalism” 
as conservatives claim. While 
some of  the issues California 
faces today can be attributed to 
the failure of  Democratic lead-
ers to act effectively, the majority 
of  the problems stem from the 
state’s history. Take California’s 
pervasive homelessness. Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom’s inability to 
pass legislation like Senate Bill 
50, which would have expanded 
housing by allowing construction 
of  new homes near transporta-
tion hubs, is not the sole reason 
why California housing prices 
are through the roof. In fact, the 
California housing market has 
been inequitable since the 1930s. 
For decades, the Californian and 
federal governments promoted 
single-family living as opposed 
to more efficient multi-family 
housing. This encouragement, 
coupled with the overregulation 
of  buildings by way of  laws in 

the California Code of  Regula-
tions and tedious construction 
laws, has made California hous-
ing prices some of  the highest in 
the country. 

Similarly, California’s fail-
ing and inept education system 
is not a consequence of  Demo-
cratic leadership, but a culmina-
tion of  decades of  an inequitable 
education system that has dispro-
portionately affected people of  
color. Californian Democrats do, 
however, deserve some blame. 
They have failed to combat many 
of  California’s most pressing is-
sues, including the pandemic, the 
housing crisis, and homelessness. 
Holding politicians accountable 
is the only method through which 
real change can be impacted, and 
Democrats in the state have fall-
en far short of  their constituents’ 
expectations as the coronavirus 
situation worsens.

While Democratic leaders de-
serve some blame for California’s 
recent economic and political 
failures, they should not shoulder 
the burden for difficulties that 
began long before they assumed 
office. Rather, we should hold 
them accountable for their ac-
tions in office and their response 
to the current situation. On the 
flip side, conservatives should 

not be turning California into a 
guinea pig “trial run” for Demo-
cratic politics when Californian 
politics are in no way representa-
tive of  national Democratic poli-
tics. While Californian politicians 
tackle local issues like housing, 
national politics concern larger, 
overarching issues, like the Amer-
ican economy and social welfare. 
Projecting the successes or fail-
ures of  California onto America 
as a whole does not yield a realis-
tic picture of  Democratic leader-
ship. Instead of  using California 
as a baseline for Democratic poli-
tics, Republicans should examine 
key issues and Democratic poli-
ticians’ responses to those issues 
in order to establish a more ac-
curate understanding of  Demo-
cratic politics on a national level 
rather than a local one.

California is surely liberal, but 
its position does not reflect the 
Democratic party or its govern-
ing. California is not the center 
of  Democratic politics or an “ex-
periment in liberalism,” and the 
grim picture conservatives paint 
of  the state is not emblematic 
of  national Democratic politics 
but more a consequence of  the 
state’s turbulent history and the 
struggles of  local Democrats.

California Isn’t What You Think
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By SHIVANI SHAH

Last week, my mother talked 
to me about how the pandemic 
has increased the challenge of  
balancing work and family. She 
was torn between devoting her-
self  to her career and spend-
ing time with her eight-year-old 
twins who learn remotely. I asked 
my father if  he experienced these 
same issues, and he stated that he 
did not. Though I knew that the 
pandemic would affect women 
more negatively, as times of  cri-
sis tend to harm the oppressed 
more, it was the first time I saw 
the effects of  these disparities in 
my household. Though the pan-
demic has been harmful toward 
almost everyone, it has proved to 
be more damaging toward wom-
en, more specifically, women 
from minority groups. Women 
around the world have faced an 
increase in economic distress, ex-
pected household duties, and do-
mestic violence and a deteriora-

tion of  mental health during the 
pandemic.

Women in the past were ex-
pected to be housewives, but in 
recent decades, they have become 
a major part of  the workforce. In 
fact, 70 percent of  essential work-
ers around the world are women. 
However, the large percentage 
of  women essential workers ex-
poses more women to the virus. 
Additionally, one in three Black 
women in the U.S. are frontline 
workers, but they are paid 11 to 
27 percent less than their white 
men counterparts in the same 
frontline jobs. The pandemic has 
brought many disparities to light.

Not only has there been an 
increase of  women in the work-
force during the pandemic, but 
the expectations to care for their 
households have also increased. 
In Asia and the Pacific, women 
work four times more unpaid 
care than men, and globally, 
women work more than three 
times the amount of  unpaid care. 

This number has only increased, 
as women are expected to care 
for their children who now stay 
at home. These mothers feel soci-
ety’s double standards once again, 
as they are forced to choose be-
tween their careers and families. 
When my little brother acciden-
tally fell at home, my mother felt 
guilty. She blamed it on the fact 
that she did not work from home. 
Even though she is an essential 
worker, it seems as if  her job is 
secondary to her role in the fam-
ily. Due to the pandemic, mothers 
of  young children have arranged 
four to five times greater work 
reductions than their paternal 
counterparts in the United States. 
Mothers had to cut their work by 
two hours a week while fathers 
maintained their work hours. 
These losses add up and have 
created a huge step backward 
for women, as the pandemic is 
reinforcing the housewife stereo-
type. This restriction erases the 
achievements made by women in 

the past, making one question if  
society is actually regressing for 
women during the pandemic.

There has also been a dras-
tic increase in domestic abuse 
toward women during the pan-
demic. Anger caused by job loss 
and stress, which have been exac-
erbated by the pandemic, is taken 
out on women and girls. There 
has been a significant increase in 
calls to domestic abuse help cen-
ters since the pandemic started, 
as quarantine has led to many 
unsafe environments for women 
in their own homes. The National 
Commission for Women in India 
recorded that domestic violence 
cases more than doubled during 
the pandemic. In many instances, 
women and girls experiencing do-
mestic abuse are silenced due to 
lockdowns and economic binds.

The accumulation of  all 
these factors has led to a sharp 
decline in the mental health of  
many women, as stress and ex-
pectations for women have only 

increased. In a study conducted 
by CARE International, 27 per-
cent of  women noted an increase 
in challenges with mental health 
versus an 11 percent increase for 
men, and 83 percent of  women 
experienced an increase in de-
pression levels compared to 36 
percent of  men.

Women have been dispropor-
tionately affected by the pandem-
ic, and progress that has been 
made toward gender equality is 
slowly regressing. The Biden ad-
ministration has allocated $40 bil-
lion toward child care and $170 
billion toward education and re-
opening schools, which will alle-
viate some stress faced by many 
struggling mothers. However, 
hope is not so bright in Africa 
and Asia, where women make 
up a small portion of  the task 
force that produces these poli-
cies. While many of  these policies 
bring hope, there needs to be a 
drastic change to ensure that we 
keep moving forward.

Reeling Back Women’s Advancements

By KENNETH GAO

Growing up, I never felt like 
my identity was defined by being 
a New Yorker; it was more that I 
just happened to be growing up 
in New York City. The idea of  
“The City” invokes images of  
Times Square, Wall Street, and 
Manhattan’s skyline, but not the 
low-lying, open space that 2.5 
million Brooklynites call home.

I grew up in Sheepshead Bay, 
Brooklyn, a quiet, local neighbor-
hood that presents itself  unas-
sumingly. Some time ago, I found 
myself  poring over the history 
of  Sheepshead to see what ex-
isted before I came and found the 
Southern Brooklyn Scrapbook, a 
Facebook group dedicated to the 
documentation and discussion of  
the neighborhoods of  Southern 
Brooklyn.

The Scrapbook, created in 
2015, currently sits at more than 
25,900 members and is com-
prised of  both current residents 
and those who live miles away, 
sharing and discussing photos of  

neighborhood mainstays, child-
hood houses, schools, restau-
rants, and more as they existed in 
the past (often adjacent to mod-
ern-day photos).

In an interview with An-
thony DeVito, K C Van Sandt, 
the founder of  The Scrapbook 
Facebook group, talked about the 
concept of  a niche, domestic his-
tory and how the nature of  dis-
cussion allows for a closer look 
at the photos being shared. Van 
Sandt highlighted the importance 
of  history and how the casual 
format of  the Scrapbook became 
a proper outlet for the preserva-
tion of  history.

Looking through The Scrap-
book now, the feeling of  personal 
connection to the photos shared 
remains apparent even six years 
after its founding. Often when 
scrolling through The Scrapbook, 
one can find stories of  school 
experiences, particular details of  
food prices and addresses, or the 
simple “I remember” (and of  
course, the classic lamentations 
on “The Good Old Days”).

A sense of  people’s personali-
ties and the way Southern Brook-
lyn has touched them on a foun-
dational level can be felt from the 
sheer variety of  details that re-
main fond memories decades af-
ter the fact. A recent commenter 
on The Scrapbook described a 
childhood excursion to Kings 
Highway for ice cream, the flavor 
of  which was described in im-
maculate detail—cherry instead 
of  chocolate and served from a 
mobile street vendor. While The 
Scrapbook may be a document 
of  the comings-and-goings of  
Southern Brooklyn, its collection 
of  photos and personal accounts 
also presents a visceral, emotional 
sense of  growing up in the past.

I am a newcomer to the scene 
of  Southern Brooklyn and life in 
general. In fact, I am at the age 
that many in The Scrapbook 
tend to reminisce about. To a fair 
extent, part of  my experience 
with The Scrapbook is vicari-
ous—imagining from personal 
accounts what it might have been 
like to experience “ago,” pictur-

ing what it may have been like to 
be to take a walk in the time and 
circumstance pictured in a photo, 
or experiencing a childhood de-
scribed in a stream of  conscious-
ness comment.

However, the other end of  the 
experience is the way it reframes 
the era of  Sheepshead Bay that I 
have grown up in. There is some-
thing so novel yet poignant about 
seeing a long-past snow day in the 
same intersection I pass on the 
ride home from my afterschool, 
an ice cream-seafood bar once 
near the footbridge I cross on 
evening walks, or a sunny day in 
the 1960s in the same strip mall 
where I had buffet with friends 
on the night of  the SHSAT. 

  It is things like The Scrap-
book that remind me that I share 
a common identity with many 
before me and many after in the 
places where I spent my child-
hood. Whether or not a building 
was once a record store then, is 
a nail salon now, or will be a bo-
dega three decades down the line, 
the feeling that I occupy a space 

that has and will continue to 
house those formative moments 
is humbling.

Taking a look at New York’s 
past, especially its local communi-
ties, is an easy enough endeavor 
for its value. Resources like the 
NYC Municipal Archives collec-
tion of  property photos, the NY-
PL’s digital collections, the For-
gotten NY Blog, and many others 
provide for a storied look at many 
aspects of  NYC history and cul-
ture. The Scrapbook, while exem-
plary for its size and the format 
of  community-driven documen-
tation, is not the only commu-
nity of  its kind, with groups like 
Al Ponte’s Time Machine - New 
York inviting discussion of  the 
city at large.

A sense of  self  is often tied 
to the ways it is created—around 
foundational experiences, people, 
and places. To be able to explore 
those facets of  identity in new 
perspectives and to see the con-
texts in which they exist is a great-
ly rewarding exercise, one that I 
could not recommend enough.

The Southern Brooklyn Scrapbook

By NELLI ROJAS-CESSA

The feelings of  isolation 
during quarantine sank in right 
around the time I was accepted 
into Stuyvesant. I missed the 
connection with my classmates 
and teachers I had received in 
person, and I barely talked to 
anyone for most of  the day. 
There was a hollow cavity in my 
heart that made me feel like I 
was about to cave in. Near the 
end of  remote eighth grade, I 
was dragged into an abyss of  a 
lack of  motivation and my In-
stagram feed, but I was able to 
dive into my love of  music. I ex-
plored a kaleidoscope of  genres 
and subgenres, reveling in Franz 
Liszt’s insane piano skills, MF 
DOOM’s instrumentals, Frank 
Ocean’s “Blonde,” and indie art-
ists’ songs. Recently, I’ve even 
dared to approach the rabbit 
hole of  K-pop, since once you 
like one song, they all start to 
sound amazing. Every song has 
the capability of  being unique in 
terms of  rhythm, melody, har-
mony, groove, and composition, 
so I did not want to limit myself  
to only one or two genres.

Exploring the depths of  mu-
sic takes time, and the quaran-
tined summer gave me enough 

of  that resource. However, it 
became a long, hazy blur in my 
memory as I lacked focus and 
productive activities. I felt dis-
connected from my friends, who 
went on vacation and lived their 
lives away from the Internet. I 
wished that I could do the same, 
but I was stuck at home. My 
parents were busy at work, so I 
spent my time alone navigating 
the Internet and keeping up with 
the Stuyvesant Dear Incoming 
Facebook group. I had so many 
promising online opportunities 
for social interaction with my fel-
low freshmen, but I just couldn’t 
take the initiative. I created a 
negative feedback loop where I 
felt awkward, so I began to dis-
tance myself  from new people 
but then became more lonely 
and then awkward. All of  these 
factors made my emotional state 
plummet; the music I would lis-
ten to reflected that decline with 
its slower tempos and melan-
choly melodies.

Then, Stuyvesant started. I 
was looking forward to finding 
out how to socialize in a remote 
setting and discovering what 
high school was like, even if  it 
was remote. I was never desper-
ate to make friends, since I had 
my old friends who still talked to 

me, but I tried to be proactive in 
the breakout rooms. However, 
after enough awkward silences, 
I gave up and retreated behind 
my screen. I joined many clubs 
and tried out a few new activities, 
but I soon realized that I lacked 
passion in almost all of  them. 
Everything felt like a waste of  
time. I spiraled into a deeper and 
darker mindset, turning up the 
volume in my headphones and 
trying not to think.

Nowadays, I still find it chal-
lenging to connect with other 
people. Even in class, when I see 
everyone’s cameras turned on in 
the Zoom gallery view, I still feel 
disconnected, as the 2D screen 
makes everything feel superficial. 
I don’t really communicate with 
people in the same clubs as me. 
“Meeting” new people failed to 
cure my chronic loneliness. 

I turn to music once again. It 
can shrivel away from the dread 
of  life passing by. The guitar 
strums. The bass throbs. The 
beat drops. Only now exists—
the present—and leaves me 
alone with harmonious sounds 
that make me want to get up and 
dance. As a form of  escapism, 
music makes you realize that you 
should not take the problems in 
your life too seriously, whether 

they are assignments, missing 
socialization, or having nihilistic 
thoughts. If  you can be happy in 

the moment, then you know that 
at the end of  the day, you will be 
all right.

How to Bear with Loneliness During Quarantine
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By MAYA DUNAYER

As activism against dis-
crimination becomes more 
mainstream, many forms of  
media are being reevaluated 
for racist, sexist, homophobic, 
and other discriminatory un-
dertones. However, for every 
TikTok, Tweet, and comment 
made online that is “canceled” 
for being discriminatory, an 
anti-Semitic piece of  media 
slides under the radar of  most 
non-Jewish activists.

A recent an-
ti-Semitic joke in 
mainstream me-
dia was aired by 
NBC as part of  
Saturday Night 
Live’s “Weekend 
Update.” Host-
ed by Michael 
Che, a segment 
of  this episode 
featured a dis-
cussion of  Is-
raeli COVID-19 
vaccination ef-
forts, which are 
setting a prec-
edent for effec-
tive and quick 
distribution of  vaccines. Dur-
ing the segment, Che quipped, 
“Israel is reporting that they 
vaccinated half  of  their popu-
lation, and I’m going to guess 
it’s the Jewish half.”

Though this comment 
might seem harmless, it plays 
into age-old anti-Semitic 
tropes. Since the Middle Ages, 
Jews have been consistently 
accused of  being more loyal to 
each other than to the country 
that they reside in. This notion 

of  dual loyalty began large-
ly due to the prevalence of  
Christianity during that time 
and continued to fester in Eu-
rope as the Jewish population 
grew. Napoleon only agreed 
to grant the Jews full equality 
after the French Revolution 
if  they stopped considering 
themselves “a nation within 
a nation,” and the Nazis used 
the claim that Jews betrayed 
their country in order to initi-
ate their plan to exterminate 
the Jewish people. 

And now, we see centuries 
of  anti-Semitism manifesting 
in Che’s quote. Though Israel 
is a majority Jewish state, 21 
percent of  Israel’s nine million 
population consider them-
selves to be Arabs. These Is-
raeli Arabs can vote and enlist 
in the Israeli army if  they wish. 
The nation of  Israel is made 
up of  both Jews and Arabs, 
but by referring to those vacci-
nated as the “Jewish half,” Che 
is playing into the idea that 

Jews will always be more loyal 
to themselves.

Additionally, The New 
York Times, considered to be 
a more liberal newspaper, pub-
lished an anti-Semitic cartoon 
that features a blind, skullcap-
clad President Trump being 
led along by a caricature of  
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu, who wears a 
dog collar with a Jewish star 
around his neck. This work im-
mediately evokes the trope of  
Jewish control. Jewish people 

have been accused of  con-
trolling the media and politics 
in many countries around the 
world and have been painted as 
“puppet masters” who manip-
ulate politicians and journal-
ists behind the scenes. Though 
The New York Times later 
apologized for the cartoon, the 
damage had already been done.

Though The New York 
Times and Che are not inher-
ently anti-Semitic, these types 
of  jokes and comments are 

not recognized as harmful sim-
ply because anti-Semitism is so 
rarely addressed by non-Jewish 
activists. So often, anti-Semi-
tism is masked under the guise 
of  being anti-Zionist or anti-
Israel and therefore accepted 
and parroted by more left-
leaning individuals. Politicians 
like Ilhan Omar, a Democratic 
senator from Minnesota who 
has a history of  being vocally 
anti-Israel, often cross this line. 
Omar tweeted in 2012, “Israel 
has hypnotized the world, may 

Allah awaken the people and 
help them see the evil doings 
of  Israel.” Masquerading as 
an anti-Israeli sentiment, this 
quote plays into stereotypes 
that Jews control the world 
and the media. This instance 
is only one of  the many ques-
tionable tweets that Omar has 
tweeted, and she is far from 
the only left-leaning politician 
to do so.

It is perfectly acceptable to 
hold the Israeli government 

accountable for its actions as 
long as you hold it to the same 
standards as you would any 
other government. However, 
the second that you deny the 
right of  Israel to exist, ask Jews 
their opinion on the conflict 
as soon as you hear that they 
are Jewish, or blame Israeli 
citizens for the actions of  the 
Israeli government, you are be-
ing anti-Semitic. Zionism at its 
roots is simply a movement for 
a Jewish state so that a people 
that has faced persecution and 

oppression for 
centuries can 
have a home 
in a land where 
they are archae-
ologically prov-
en to have lived. 
This movement 
is not saying 
that Palestin-
ians do not also 
have a claim to 
the land, but it 
is essential to 
recognize that 
attempting to 
deny an entire 
people their 
country on the 

basis of  their religion is incred-
ibly anti-Semitic.

To prevent further occur-
rences of  anti-Semitism in the 
media, the non-Jewish com-
munity must make an effort 
to advocate against anti-Sem-
itism, just as they would with 
any other group. We must call 
out anti-Semitism when we see 
it and take a stand against it to 
put an end to discrimination 
of  all forms.

Addressing Anti-Semitism in the Media
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SCIENCEBEAT
According to new Center for 
Disease Control guidelines, 
people fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 (those 
who received an initial and, 
when applicable, a booster 
shot) can socialize with 
other fully vaccinated people 
without masks.

COVID-19 caused the life 
expectancy in the United 
States to fall by a full year 
to 77.8 years, the largest 
drop since World War II.

An estimate of  more than 
500 species of  plants and 
animals are endangered 
or extinct due to Austra-
lian wildfires in early 2020 
which scorched more than 
46 million acres of  land.  

The Rippling Effects of  Generational Trauma
By RIONA ANVEKAR

It has been 171 years since 
Native Americans were forced 
to venture the Trail of  Tears, 
156 years since enslaved people 
were freed, and 76 years since 
Holocaust survivors returned 
home. Yet, through generational 
trauma, we still see the socio-eco-
logical and psychological effects 
of  these experiences in their de-
scendants. Trauma, an event that 
creates physical, mental, or emo-
tional harm to an individual, can 
take the form of  anxiety, insom-
nia, intrusive thoughts, withdraw-
al from society, and more. How-
ever, generational trauma extends 
past the individual and is passed 
down. It is amplified when peo-
ple are incapable of  dealing with 
it in a healthy manner. They rely 
on their loved ones to take care 
of  them, spreading the trauma 
and increasing the chances of  it 
becoming generational.

Collective trauma can be 
passed on in multiple directions 
and shared by nations, ethnic 
groups, religions, and families. It 
is classified into vertical versus 
horizontal transmission, where 
horizontal transmission circu-
lates trauma between people of  
the same generation, while ver-
tical transmission passes trauma 
down generationally. The next 
generation must grapple with the 
trauma, find ways to represent it, 
and avoid transmitting it further.

Transgenerational trauma can 

be passed down through various 
means. Epigenetics, the study 
of  change in organisms caused 
by the modification of  gene ex-
pression rather than direct gene 
alteration, shows that trauma can 
leave a heritable chemical mark 
on people’s genes. Though it 
does not cause a genetic muta-
tion, it alters the way the gene is 
expressed. For example, toward 
the end of  World War II, the Na-
zis blocked the food supply to the 
Netherlands, leaving many to die 
of  starvation. As a result, new-
borns during the famine came 
out a few pounds heavier than the 
average. Since the women nurtur-
ing the babies were starving, the 
melanocortin-4 receptor gene, vi-
tal to triggering metabolism, was 
quieted so that the fetuses would 
have enough nutrients to sur-
vive. However, this mark on their 
genes stayed with them through-
out their lives and generally led 
to higher rates of  obesity, diabe-
tes, cardiovascular disease, and 
schizophrenia. These biomarkers 
can continue to be passed on to 
future offspring.

Trauma is also passed down 
through learned behaviors and 
socio-ecological aspects, such 
as the parenting and values that 
children grow up with. Addition-
ally, oral transmission, though 
at times indirect, passes trauma 
through an unspoken narrative, 
such as behavior and body lan-
guage. Traumatic legacies are 
often passed on through uncon-

scious cues or affective messages 
that flow between adult and child. 
Children then reconstruct a nar-
rative of  their parents’ trauma for 
themselves.

The symptoms of  genera-
tional trauma are varied and can 
range from hypervigilance, anxi-
ety, and depression, to issues with 
self-esteem. This has the poten-
tial to put people into a state 
of  chronic stress, which throws 
off  the body’s homeostasis and 
threatens normal but essential 
bodily functions. Generational 
trauma can also weaken the im-
mune system.  Microglial cells 
are a type of  white blood cell 
that work in the central nervous 
system (CNS) to remove dam-
aged neurons and maintain the 
health of  the CNS. However, 
when humans are subjected to 
high trauma reactive states with 
high-stress levels, microglial cells 
eat away at healthy nerve endings, 
which can cause depression, anx-
iety, and dementia, and translate 
into genetic changes that can be 
passed down to further genera-
tions, who will be more likely to 
have weaker nerve endings.

Generational trauma is ap-
parent in many groups of  people 
in the United States, particularly 
minorities. Symptoms of  post-
traumatic stress disorder, such as 
difficulty falling or staying asleep, 
outbursts of  anger, and hypervig-
ilance, are seen in higher levels in 
the Black community today. The 
feelings of  fear and mistrust that 

many Black people experience 
can be attributed to both the ex-
periences that they lived through 
and those they inherited. A prime 
example is the common belief  
that they must work twice as hard 
as a white person to be as valued. 
This philosophy is based on cul-
tural conditioning and the lived 
experiences of  their ancestors, as 
an enslaved person would have 
to work from sunup to sundown. 
Additionally, the general distrust 
in the medical system has caused 
generational trauma within the 
Black community. This is largely 
attributed to the many instances 
where scientists have performed 
unethical experiments on Black 
people, as well as the currently 
high infant and maternal death 
rates in the Black population.

Moreover, a study on young 
Native Americans showed that 
34 percent experienced daily 
thoughts about the loss of  cul-
ture and 35 percent were dis-
trustful of  the intentions of  
the dominant white culture due 
to the historical losses Native 
Americans have suffered. These 
thoughts can be attributed to not 
only the racism they experience 
today, but also to the generational 
effects of  the inhumane wipeout 
of  their people and culture due 
to European colonization.

However, by rising above 
the remnants of  one’s ancestors’ 
trauma, one can help heal future 
generations. Financial and hous-
ing assistance, health care, educa-

tion, and therapy can lead to suc-
cessful cessation of  generational 
trauma. To begin the process of  
psychologically overcoming gen-
erational trauma, therapy is high-
ly recommended. When we pro-
cess trauma healthily, we can then 
find coping mechanisms to heal, 
redefine ourselves, and reclaim a 
part of  our lives.

By JENNA MACKENROTH
 

You have probably learned 
about the proton from your biol-
ogy and chemistry classes. Resid-
ing in the nucleus of  the atom, 
a proton is the positively charged 
subatomic particle that gives an 
element its atomic number. As 
positively charged particles, they 
are known to attract the nega-
tively charged electrons, leading 
to atomic interactions. 

The cause of  the positive 
charge sounds simple. Protons 
are composed of  smaller sub-
atomic particles known as quarks. 
These quarks are divided into the 
subcategories of  “up” quarks 
and “down” quarks with respec-
tive electric charges of  +2/3 and 
-1/3. To have a positive charge 
of  +1, scientists believe the pro-
ton to have two up quarks (+4/3) 
and one down quark (-1/3). The 
quarks are held together by par-
ticles called gluons. Gluons use 
a force, known as the “strong 
force,” to bind the up and down 
quarks together and give the pro-
ton its characteristic +1 charge. 

However, the reasons behind 
the proton’s positive charge are 
much more elusive than this. 
The proton’s interior is also com-
posed of  antiquarks, the quark’s 
antimatter counterpart. Antimat-
ter is the opposite of  matter, so 
antiparticles have magnetic and 
electrical properties opposite to 
those of  their normal matter par-
ticles. For example, quarks have 
an electrical charge that is op-
posite to that of  the antiquark. 
The quarks, antiquarks, and glu-
ons collectively form a sea of  
elementary particles to form the 
proton. 

SeaQuest, an experiment 
dedicated to exploring and as-
certaining the internal makeup 
of  the proton, was completed 
on February 24, and its results 

offer more insight into the pro-
ton’s interior while uncovering 
new questions about its makeup. 
Perhaps the most important re-
sult of  SeaQuest is that its results 
support two theoretical models 
of  the proton’s interior. The first 
is known as the “pion cloud” 
model. Pions are elementary par-
ticles belonging to a group of  
particles known as mesons, 
which are 
c o m p o s e d 
of  one up 
q u a r k 
and one 
d o w n 
quark. 
A c -
c o r d -
ing to the 
pion cloud 
model, the 
proton has 
a habit of  
e x p e l l i n g 
and reab-
s o r b i n g 
par t ic les 
to main-
tain its 
i n t e r n a l 
b a l a n c e . 
The second 
model, known 
as the “statistical model,” treats 
the proton like a cloud of  gas. 
However, both indicate a lack 
of  clarity about the proton’s 
structure. Through experiments 
like SeaQuest, researchers hope 
to choose the most appropriate 
model or even develop newer 
and more accurate models. 

The questions surrounding 
the proton’s internal sea can be 
traced back to initial experiments 
executed to confirm the quark 
model of  subatomic particles. 
Scientists at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Center (SLAC) confirmed the 
quark model after they directed 

high-speed electrons toward pro-
tons. The electrons bounced off  
something inside the proton, sug-
gesting that protons are divisible 
particles made up of  what is now 
called quarks. However, when 
SLAC launched higher-speed 
electrons at the protons, they 

found that 
they seemed to 

bounce off  of  even 
more internal particles than orig-
inally described: each launch of  
higher-speed electrons appeared 
to have produced more internal 
matter.

Scientists finally began to 
work towards a more detailed 
and complex theory about the 
proton’s internal makeup known 
as quantum chromodynam-
ics (QCD). QCD describes the 
strong force of  the gluons and 
how it interacts in the proton's 
interior. It postulates that gluons 
split into quark-antiquark pairs. 

The pairing of  matter and anti-
matter causes these pairs to blink 
into existence only to blink out 
into energy as quickly as they 
cancel each other out.  

While the electrons launched 
by SLAC were hitting the ex-
pected quarks, the high-speed 
electrons also hit the quark-an-

tiquark pairs created by the 
ocean of  gluons. Gluons 

feel the strong force 
that they are respon-
sible for, which allows 
them to proliferate and 
die out quickly in the 
form of  quarks and 
their antimatter coun-
terparts. Additionally, 
scientists inferred that 

there may be more down 
antiquarks than up anti-

quarks, indicating that the 
proton’s interior is imbal-
anced through a feature 
known as asymmetry. 
Beyond defying original 
models of  the proton, it 
implies that there is still 
much unknown about 
antimatter in the uni-

verse. 
Thanks to SeaQuest, 

the mysterious interior of  
the proton and its asymmetry is 
shown in a new light, one that 
better illustrates its nuances and 
complexities. Since SeaQuest’s fi-
nal results support the two mod-
els of  the proton’s interior—the 
pion cloud model and the sta-
tistical model—proponents of  
either side have been arguing 
hotly about which model is more 
accurate. Claude Bourrely, a de-
veloper of  the statistical model, 
believes that SeaQuest’s evidence 
supports his model. In contrast, 
Mary Alberg and Gerald Miller, 
who are supporters of  the pion 
cloud model, refer to Bourrely’s 
model as “descriptive, rather 
than predictive,” as they believe 

that it is fine-tuned to the results 
of  SeaQuest’s data. Alberg and 
Miller both believe that the pion 
cloud model better accounts for 
the quark-antiquark pairings 
while also accounting for other 
particles’ abilities to bond with 
one another. From this, they fur-
ther postulate that the pion cloud 
model accounts for the ability of  
nuclei to bond together, explain-
ing greater atomic interactions, 
perhaps on a molecular level. 

To determine the more accu-
rate model of  the proton, partici-
pants of  SeaQuest are on board 
to launch another experiment 
called SpinQuest to take into ac-
count the spin, or intrinsic angu-
lar momentum, of  a proton. The 
term “spin” does not refer to 
subatomic particles turning rap-
idly; rather, it describes the way 
they create small magnetic fields 
as they orbit around other sub-
atomic particles, which further 
determines the way they interact 
with other particles. Spinquest’s 
specific approach to the proton’s 
elusive interior is linked to an ex-
periment that indicated that only 
30 percent of  the proton’s spin 
is accounted for by the two up-
quarks and single down-quark. 
This means that there are other 
forces at play that affect the pro-
ton’s spin beside the quarks. The 
SpinQuest experiment hopes to 
establish what might account for 
the remaining 70 percent of  the 
proton’s spin. In turn, they hope 
that the new information about 
the proton’s spin will allow them 
to discover a more accurate mod-
el for the proton’s interior. 

For such a simple subatomic 
particle, there is much yet to be 
discovered about how it func-
tions. The next time you hear 
a mention of  protons in your 
classes, be thankful that you are 
not tasked with determining 
what they are made of. 

The Proton and its Particles
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One Smile Can Go a Long Way
By SONYA SASSON

As you sit hunched over at 
your desk, drowning in a sea of  
deadlines, perhaps the last thing 
you feel like doing is smiling. 
There is just so much on your 
mind, from the three exams 
scheduled for the next day to that 
one irritating project you put off  
until the night before it was due 
(despite your teacher’s relent-
less urgings to avoid doing so). 
You are miserable, anxious, and 
overwhelmed, and showing off  
those pearly whites does not ex-
actly capture the mood. Instead, 
you do the opposite. You tense 
up your shoulders, furrow your 
brows, and manifest the gloomy 
frown that resides upon your lips 
more often than not.

Wrong choice, though. De-
featist facial expressions, such as 
squinting or frowning, are prov-
en to trigger aggressiveness and 
a more pessimistic outlook on 
the task at hand. Each time we 
glower at the unsuspecting com-
puter screen, we are only push-
ing ourselves deeper into a pit of  
perpetual gloom. However, just 
as a grimace induces negative 
feelings, a simple smile can actu-
ally make you happier.

When you smile, your neu-
rons, which are specialized cells 
that transmit electrical impulses 
and chemical signals to convey 
information between differ-
ent areas of  the brain and ner-
vous system, throw a “feel-good 
party” in your brain. Neurons 
release happiness-inducing neu-

rotransmitters—chemical mes-
sengers such as serotonin, dopa-
mine, and endorphins. Serotonin 
is a critical hormone that stabi-
lizes our mood and stimulates 
feelings of  well-being and bliss. 
In fact, this neurotransmitter 
is found in selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors, a type of  an-
tidepressant. These drugs work 
to decrease the reabsorption of  
serotonin by neighboring nerve 
cells, thus increasing the amount 
of  serotonin in the brain. More-
over, endorphins are natural 
painkillers that relieve stress and 
anxiety, and, like dopamine, in-
duce euphoria and pleasurable 
sensations.

All three of  these chemicals 
occur naturally in the body, so 
when you are feeling down, a 
simple smile can replicate several 
of  the effects of  antidepressants 
and other synthetic concoc-
tions, like benzodiazepines, used 
to treat depression and anxiety. 
Smiling can be the mood-booster 
you are seeking, achieving what 
prescription drugs can without 
their potential side effects.

Consistently high levels of  
stress harm our physical and 
mental health. The physiological 
reaction known as the fight-or-
flight response is a reaction to 
external stress that thrusts our 
body into survival mode. How-
ever, we simply can’t be in this 
state of  emergency all the time, 
as our body depletes its resources 
at an increasingly faster rate, and 
we soon fatigue. Recent studies 
suggest that perhaps smiling is 

the key to alleviating some of  the 
damage triggered by this reac-
tion. An investigation performed 
by the University of  Kansas in-
dicated that smiling can reduce 

the intensity of  the body’s stress 
response. Compared to par-
ticipants who displayed neutral 
facial expressions, those who 
smiled had lower heart rate lev-
els after recovering from per-
forming stressful multitasking 
activities. This is because smiling 
triggers the release of  neuropep-
tides, small proteins produced by 
neurons that boost neural activ-
ity and communications. As indi-

cated by the study, neuropeptides 
have the potential to relieve anxi-
ety during stressful situations. In 
another study conducted by the 
College of  Family Physicians of  

Canada, researchers concluded 
that smiling and laughing in-
crease heart rate and oxygen 
consumption, both of  which 
are followed by a phase of  de-
creased heart rate, lowered blood 
pressure, and muscle relaxation. 
Attaining and maintaining this 
comfortable state also decreases 
the chances of  developing heart 
disease later in life.

When we are stressed, our 

cells get stressed too, which can 
have a detrimental effect on our 
immune system. This is because 
permanent stress reduces the 
number of  immunocompetent 
cells, which recognize and re-
spond to foreign invaders, in 
the bloodstream, hindering our 
ability to effectively combat dis-
ease. During extended periods 
of  tension, it takes longer for our 
cells to acquire immunity as well, 
making us more vulnerable to 
attack from pathogens. Smiling 
can come to the rescue here, as 
dopamine, our trusty neurotrans-
mitter, can activate certain parts 
of  our immune system when re-
leased. As dopamine levels rise, 
the number of  antibodies and 
natural killer cells also increases. 
Hence, a positive mindset can be 
linked to our body’s defense sys-
tem and our overall well-being.

Health benefits aside, smiling 
uplifts both you and those around 
you. A casual grin is contagious, 
spreading happiness and posi-
tivity to every person it reaches. 
During challenging times, it may 
seem pointless, foolish even, to 
crack a smile—the very gesture 
that is supposed to convey joy. 
However, smiling is the remedy 
to your despondency; the light to 
your darkness. Smiling will not 
only elevate your mood but also 
reinforce the positive thinking 
necessary to inspire productivity 
and a brighter outlook on life. So, 
when you are feeling sad, happy, 
or nothing at all, show the world 
that grin. You will be surprised 
by how far a simple smile can go.

By SATHIRTHA MONDAL

Modern society has grown 
to rely heavily on plastic, result-
ing in one of  the most pressing 
environmental issues: plastic pol-
lution. In fact, we dump approxi-
mately a garbage truck’s worth of  
plastic into the oceans every min-
ute. Plastic pollution has been di-
sastrous for life and the environ-
ment, including the oceans and 
marine life. Though people have 
recognized the severity of  plastic 
pollution and acted to mitigate 
the issue, the COVID-19 pan-
demic only further exacerbated 
the problem.

Plastic never fully decompos-
es; instead, the material breaks 
down into smaller pieces called 
microplastics over the span of  
thousands of  years. Marine ani-
mals often ingest it or get entan-
gled, causing thousands of  inju-
ries and deaths annually. In fact, 
the ingestion has grown so severe 
that the average seafood lover 
may be consuming up to 11,000 
plastic fragments each year. Plas-
tics also contain chemicals that 
cause severe health problems, 
such as cancer and impaired im-
munity.

Over the past year, our pri-
orities have shifted to containing 
and slowing down the transmis-
sion of  the coronavirus. There 
is frequent disinfection and dis-
tribution of  personal protective 
equipment (PPE), such as face 
masks and gloves. Though these 
measures helped control the vi-
rus, they also aggravated plastic 
pollution. Single-use face masks 
contain polypropylene, a plastic 
that protects against respiratory 
droplets. However, many orga-
nizations have reported large 
quantities of  masks, hand sani-
tizer bottles, and gloves littering 

beaches, streets, and the Medi-
terranean Sea. Global consump-
tion and waste of  disposable face 
masks and gloves are postulated 
to reach over 129 billion masks 
and 65 billion gloves by the end 
of  the pandemic. The pandemic 
has exposed our dangerous reli-
ance on disposable equipment.

In response, scientists are 

encouraging the use of  reus-
able face masks and PPE made 
from biodegradable materials. 
Not only does it help subdue the 
plastic crisis, but it also provides 
economic benefits and further 
protection against the virus. In 
a simulation conducted by a su-
percomputer in Japan, a tight-
fitting reusable mask offered 89 
percent protection as when used 
in combination with a dispos-

able mask, as opposed to surgical 
masks, which offered 85 percent 
protection. Additionally, plastic 
PPE usage has led to shortages, 
leaving an inadequate supply for 
healthcare workers and forc-
ing health-care workers to reuse 
N95 masks for weeks. However, 
a paper published by Oxford 
University Press presented a low-

cost modified N95 mask, which 
contained a coating that, unlike 
traditional N95 masks, remained 
effective after disinfection, which 
could limit plastic pollution while 
aiding the fight against the pan-
demic.

However, plastic remains the 
practical option in several appli-
cations as it is cheap to produce. 
COVID-19 led to a plunge in the 
oil market, and since oil is used 

to produce plastic, plastic can be 
inexpensive compared to its alter-
natives. Furthermore, businesses 
rely on plastics to survive the 
economic hardships caused by 
the pandemic. Groceries packed 
in plastic bags and disposable 
utensils and plates paired with 
takeout have taken precedence 
over environmentally friendly al-
ternatives, furthering the waste.

Additionally, COVID-19 has 
disrupted several recycling pro-
grams. Before the pandemic hit, 
only 10 percent of  plastic was 
recycled. However, COVID-
induced budget cuts shut down 
many recycling programs, and 
only five out of  17 facilities still 
operate during the pandemic. 
Many recycling centers have 
also closed to the public out of  
concern for their staff ’s safety, 
causing plastic to accumulate in 
homes, be littered on the streets, 
and travel to already saturated 
landfills.

While going fully plastic-free 
may be difficult for many, taking 
steps to use less plastic would 
reap innumerable benefits. Low-
ering the disposable plastic con-
sumption reduces its demand, 
and in turn, its production. This 
in turn reduces fossil fuel pro-
duction and the need to recycle, 
which further benefits the en-
vironment since recycling pro-
cesses still emit pollutants. Re-
duced plastic use also lowers our 
susceptibility to plastic toxicity in 
our bodies and the oceans.

In response to the rising waste 
problem, Los Angeles has taken 
the initiative to reduce its distri-
bution of  single-use plastics—
the primary contributor to plastic 
pollution. A study conducted by 
researchers at the University of  
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
suggested that one in every five 

pieces of  trash nationwide was a 
single-use plastic item. Targeting 
cutlery will hence help to reduce 
plastic waste. To replace plastic 
cutlery, the UCLA report recom-
mended compostables, which, in 
the LA market, are cheaper than 
plastic and more than ideal to as-
suage plastic pollution.

The enterprise to achieve a 
world without plastic has trans-
lated to several global projects. 
Plastic Free July, launched in 
Australia in 2011, challenges its 
participants to go plastic-free the 
entirety of  July. It has persisted 
for over nine years with the aim 
to rid the world of  plastic waste. 
In Egypt, the VeryNile initia-
tive has worked since 2018 to rid 
the Nile River of  plastic waste 
through campaigns raising aware-
ness about the risks of  plastic 
pollution. Many areas, including 
New York, have also enforced 
statewide bans on single-use plas-
tic bags. Others have pledged 
to limit and ban establishments’ 
provision of  plastic bags.

While battling the pandemic 
should not compromise our con-
cern over the plastic crisis, it has 
forced us to make a choice. As a 
result, we have magnified a tribu-
lation of  our planet in hopes of  
saving lives and suppressing the 
coronavirus. Nevertheless, efforts 
such as new sustainable mask de-
signs offer new options that do 
not undermine these priorities. 
As the pandemic further exposes 
the gravity of  the waste problem, 
many authorities are taking action 
to reduce pollution. Despite our 
growing dependence on plastic, 
life without plastic, while being a 
massive undertaking, can be quite 
simple while providing profound 
benefits. The environment has 
continually taken care of  us, and 
it is time we take care of  it.

Life Without Plastic: A Simple Pursuit? 
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By ARYANA SINGH

It’s nothing new. As the CO-
VID-19 pandemic continues, 
people around the world are told 
to stay at home and wear masks 
in public areas. Yet, in addition 
to the virus, teens and adults 
alike are facing a range of  skin 
dilemmas. Pandemic stress and 
prolonged exposure to personal 
protective equipment, such as 
masks, have caused several skin 
problems such as rashes, itchi-
ness, and, most commonly, acne. 
A survey conducted by the re-
search firm Dynata found that 
55 percent of  people under 25 
reported experiencing more acne 
since the pandemic began. 

In fact, the term “maskne,” a 
combination of  mask and acne, 
refers to skin irritation around 
the chin and cheeks as a result of  
frequent mask-wearing. Moisture 
between the mask and skin cre-
ates the ideal living conditions 
for harmful bacteria to collect. 
Additionally, oil and dead skin 
cells clog pores, preventing the 
skin from breathing normally, 
which causes the skin to become 
inflamed and break out. Maskne 
was especially intense during 
the summer since sweat was 
also trapped underneath masks. 
Skin irritation caused by friction 
or pressure to the skin, as cre-
ated by masks, is known as acne 
mechanica and can worsen pre-
existing acne or cause acne for 

those who never had it.
However, in addition to 

masks, pandemic-related stress, 
such as worrying about a loved 
one, feeling cooped up, or deal-
ing with finances, also affects 
the skin. In fact, the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention 
and the Census Bureau released a 
study revealing that one in three 
Americans have experienced in-
creased stress, anxiety, or depres-
sion since April of  2020. Skin 
problems occur because stress 
hormones cause an increase 
in the production of  sebum, a 
thick oily substance that can clog 
pores. When feeling stressed, 
some also tend to pick at their 
skin blemishes, which exacer-
bates the issue. 

A lack of  exercise can also 
be attributed to deteriorating 

skin conditions. Though many 
now have time to exercise, some 
struggle to find the motivation. 
Especially with the recent lock-
downs and stay-at-home orders, 
others also lack the resources 
for daily fitness. Thus, several 

studies have found that the av-
erage amount of  daily exercise 
has sharply decreased for adults. 
Our normal routines before 
the pandemic helped keep us in 
shape. Though it did not seem 
like much, walking to the subway 
station, standing in a subway car, 
and climbing the broken Stuyves-
ant escalators benefited our skin.

Undoubtedly, our daily hab-
its have drastically changed and 
negatively impacted our skin. 
One habit many picked up is 
binge-eating. Sugary and fatty 
foods increase acne flare-ups 

since they can increase blood 
sugar levels. Additionally, since 
school and work shifted online, 
people are more likely to lean 
closer to their devices and touch 
their faces with dirty hands, fur-
ther aggravating the skin.

As acne affects up to 85 
percent of  teens, many have 
struggled with acne prior to the 
pandemic. An anonymous soph-
omore experienced severe acne 
in middle school. Upon coming 
to Stuyvesant, she was relieved 
to see that her skin cleared up. 
Unfortunately, after enjoying 
less than a year of  clear skin, 
the pandemic caused her acne to 
relapse due to pandemic-related 
stress and mask-wearing. “It’s 
very frustrating to look at my 
skin in the mirror. I try to go on 
daily walks, exercise regularly, eat 
healthy […] but nothing seems 
to ever work. Now that I notice 
it, my mask gets fairly moist. 
The [most affected skin is the] 
area around my cheeks. Pimples, 
acne scars, random bumps, you 
name it,” she said in an e-mail 
interview. “All those acne prod-
ucts (at least the ones I’ve tried) 
aren’t very helpful either. They 
just burn off  my skin and leave it 
looking redder than ever.”

Though not wearing a mask 
is not a viable solution, there are 
methods to help prevent maskne. 
As my mother says, if  you’re go-
ing out for a long period of  time, 
bring a couple of  spare masks 

just in case one gets sweaty. Fur-
thermore, take off  your mask 
when it is safe to give your skin 
some breathing time. Still, make 
sure to wash your mask with an-
tibacterial soap daily. Addition-
ally, wash your face at least twice 
a day, especially after wearing a 
mask. Avoid touching your face 
even if  you think your hands are 
clean because they probably are 
not. Also, avoid makeup as no 
one can see your face underneath 
the mask anyway.

A simple solution to relieve 
pandemic-related stress is to 
turn to calming exercises, such 
as yoga and meditation. Another 
is performing aerobic and car-
dio exercises, which can increase 
blood flow, allowing more oxy-
gen and nutrients to be delivered 
throughout the body, includ-
ing the skin. This also helps rid 
waste products such as cellular 
debris from the body.

To those struggling, the 
anonymous student said, “Don’t 
stress about your acne. It’s a roll-
ercoaster of  going from clear 
skin one day and to looking like 
those bumpy pumpkins another. 
You are not alone. Don’t let it get 
you down. Instead, be that per-
son who accepts their acne and 
looks cool doing it. Eventually, it 
goes away. It really does.”

So as we continue to live in 
such a world state, we must not 
let small issues like acne stop us 
from achieving greater things.

Pandemic Pimple Problems?

By ZOE PICCIRILLO

Moons are unique parts of  
our solar system. Like the planets 
they orbit, moons have varying 
atmospheres, from Saturn’s icy 
Enceladus to Jupiter’s lava-filled 
Io. They even perform vital tasks, 
as the gravitational force between 
the Earth and the Moon regulates 
the Earth’s axis and tides. The 
Earth’s tilt of  23.5 degrees on its 
stable axis caused by the gravita-
tional pull of  the Moon regulates 
the four seasons. Without the 
Moon, tilt shifts from an unsta-
ble axis would result in extreme 
weather conditions, such as an-
other ice age. Additionally, with-
out ebb and flow, some scientists 
speculate that human life might 
not even exist since the chemical 
reactions facilitated by constant 
changes in water level may have 
helped produce nucleic acids—
the building blocks of  our DNA.

This year, several of  these es-
sential celestial bodies—includ-
ing Earth’s—have been subject 
to new and groundbreaking de-
velopments, especially regarding 
the search for extraterrestrial life.

An Abundance of  Exploration 
on Our Moon

Our moon is home to several 
new missions, with new countries 
entering the field of  space explo-
ration. Most recently, the China 
National Space Administration 
(CNSA) collected the world’s 
first lunar rocks from the Moon 
in more than 40 years. During the 
Chang’e 5 mission, which lasted 
from November 23, 2020 to De-
cember 16, 2020, the spacecraft 
collected roughly four pounds of  
lunar rocks from the Mons Rüm-
ker peak on the near side of  the 
Moon. Through these rocks, Chi-
na aimed to learn more about the 
composition of  the Moon and its 
past volcanic activity.

The last time lunar rocks were 
collected was in the 1960s and 
1970s during the United States’s 

Apollo missions and the Soviet 
Union’s Luna missions. During 
these missions, the Moon’s peak 
volcanic activity was estimated to 
be around 3.5 billion years ago. 
However, the unexplored Mons 
Rümker peak, previously an ac-
tive volcano site, could reveal a 
new age of  peak activity if  the 
newly collected rocks are younger 
than the ones collected decades 
ago. The rocks may also provide 
clues as to what ceased volcanic 
activity on the Moon.

Though the CNSA is seem-
ingly late in joining space explo-

ration efforts, its first full lunar 
mission, Chang’e 3 in 2013, made 
significant contributions to lunar 
science by functioning as a lunar 
observatory. The lander space-
craft contained an ultraviolet 
telescope that observed celestial 
bodies. In 2019, the Chang’e 4 
mission also made history as the 
first spacecraft to land on the far 
side, or the “dark side,” of  the 

Moon. We can never see the far 
side of  the Moon because the 
Moon takes the same time to ro-
tate about its axis as it does to or-
bit around the Earth. This creates 
tidal locking, where the same side 
of  the Moon—the near side—al-
ways faces Earth. The Chang’e 4 
spacecraft initiated research on 
the more unknown and mysteri-
ous side of  the Moon, opening 
the door for new discoveries of  
something we can never see in 
the sky.

China isn’t the only new ex-
plorer, though. The United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) plans to send a 
rover to the Moon in 2024. The 
rover, named Rashid, will study 
the chemical properties of  lunar 
dust and solar wind plasma—the 
charged particles that flow above 
the lunar surface. If  successful, 
the UAE will make history as the 
first Arab country to explore the 
Moon and the fourth country 
overall.

In 2026, NASA plans on 
sending the Volatiles Investigat-
ing Polar Exploration Rover (VI-
PER) to the Moon’s South Pole 
to explore the existence of  water 
on the Moon. VIPER will drill 
roughly one meter into ice re-
serves to understand how water 
is distributed on the Moon and 
how it can potentially be used as 
a source of  water to sustain hu-
man travel to the Moon.

Helicopter Travel on Titan
Beyond exploration on our 

moon, NASA is expanding its 
lunar missions to other moons 
in the solar system. In February, 
the Perseverance rover landed 
on Mars with a small helicopter 
named Ingenuity. NASA plans 
on conducting a similar mission 
by sending a drone named Drag-
onfly to Titan, one of  Saturn’s 
icy moons with frigid surface 
temperatures of  around −290 
degrees Fahrenheit. Similar to 
Perseverance and Ingenuity, 
Dragonfly’s mission is to search 
for signs of  life on Titan. While 
low temperatures prevent life on 
Titan’s surface, life may exist in 
oceans that flow beneath it. 

When the drone arrives in 
2034, it will spend nearly three 
years studying chemical pro-
cesses on the moon to search for 
similarities to processes on Earth. 
It will also study a crater that used 
to be a water bed, just like the 
landing spot of  Perseverance and 
Ingenuity.

Scientists at NASA believe 
Titan may contain signs of  life 
because it has a methane cycle 
comparable to Earth’s water cycle 
and an atmosphere similar to that 
of  Earth’s. Just like the Earth, 
Titan’s atmosphere is primar-
ily composed of  nitrogen. Titan 
also has similar weather process-
es, such as rainfall and snow-
fall. Clouds and lakes on Titan’s 
surface are primarily composed 
of  methane rather than water. 
Despite the difference in com-

pounds, the similarity between 
Titan’s and Earth’s atmospheres 
and their chemical processes hint 
that there may be potential for 
great discoveries of  life forms on 
this moon.

Europa May Glow in the Dark
Slightly closer to Earth, Eu-

ropa, one of  Jupiter’s moons, 
might glow in the dark. Scientists 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory blasted electrons on ice with 
a similar chemical composition to 
the ice on Europa’s surface and 
found that the simulated ice emit-
ted a green glow similar to ob-
jects that glow in the dark. This 
phosphorescence is caused by Ju-
piter’s magnetic field that deflects 
high-energy electrons to Europa.

NASA will be able to study 
this glowing property in depth 
when they launch the Europa 
Clipper, a satellite that will col-
lect data while orbiting Europa. 
While the launch date is tentative, 
it is expected to be before the 
end of  this decade. Like many 
of  NASA’s recent missions, in-
cluding sending Dragonfly to 
Titan, Europa Clipper will study 
Europa’s 10 to 15-mile deep ice 
shell and investigate whether an 
ocean exists underneath in search 
of  signs that Europa may be hab-
itable.

The rise in exploration of  
moons—both ours and oth-
ers—is a signal that we should 
pay more attention to these dis-
tinctive celestial bodies. The solar 
system contains an unprecedent-
ed amount of  scientific opportu-
nities and properties that we have 
yet to explore, especially with 
China and the UAE expressing 
lunar ambitions. With each mis-
sion that is launched, moons be-
come larger pieces in the puzzle 
to finding what exists beyond 
Earth. If  you’ve ever wondered 
whether we’re alone in the uni-
verse, moons may have answers 
for you.

A New Wave of  Moon Exploration is Emerging

Our normal routines before the pandemic 
helped keep us in shape. Though it did not 
seem like much, walking to the subway sta-
tion, standing in a subway car, and climbing 
the broken Stuyvesant escalators benefited 

our skin.
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By GAVIN MCGINLEY

In November, the fourth and 
final season of  “Attack on Titan” 
took a global audience of  millions 
by storm. As one of  the most 
popular anime series internation-
ally and one of  the root causes of  
the popularization of  anime in 
the West, the newest season was 
met with immediate praise from 
both fans and critics. However, 
there was one small complaint 
that many people had: season 4 
of  “Attack on Titan” used 3D 
animation. A lot of  it too. “At-
tack on Titan,” as its name sug-
gests, has plenty of  oversized 
character models, whose detailed 
and constantly changing position-
ing almost always require CGI to 
animate. With this season’s short 
production schedule, and the 
show’s general reliance on involv-
ing some very big characters in 
high-speed action, Mappa Studios 
had no choice but to fall back on 
a heavily contentious alternative 
to 2D animation.

 CG animation is a weirdly 
controversial subject with anime 
fans. While few would argue that 
it’s as aesthetically pleasing as 2D 
is, in many cases, it’s just an in-
evitability of  the limits on time 
and money animation studios 
face. At face value, it’s unclear 
why exactly most 3D animation 
in anime often looks so sloppy in 
comparison to the 3D animation 
in America, which is clean, re-
fined, and widespread. Everyone 
from Pixar to Grubhub uses CG 
and, regardless of  the content of  
the animation, it’s clearly polished 
and well made. There’s no short-
age of  anime-style CG animation 
either––just look at video games. 
Games like “Final Fantasy,” while 
clearly drawing from the same in-
spirations for character and world 
design as anime, use a high-defi-
nition 3D style that is both visu-
ally impressive and functional for 
fast-paced action. What’s so dif-
ficult about bringing that quality 
into anime? 

The challenge of  using 3D 
animation in anime arises from 

two main problems. The first 
most obvious is the distinct style 
of  anime, which doesn’t aim 
to look realistic but instead to 
emulate the manga they’re based 

on. While it might seem easier 
to render simplified, cartoon-
ish drawings than photo-realistic 
models with thousands of  poly-
gons, most manga characters 
are heavily stylized. Imagine try-
ing to make a 3D model of  Bart 
Simpson, who always has two 
eyes facing the viewer regard-
less of  his position or direction. 
Mangas, and cartoons in general, 
aren’t created with precise char-
acter proportions in mind, and 

even rely on the freedom of  dy-
namic proportions to give more 
punch to their features. Hence 
compared to 2D, 3D anime of-
ten feels stiff  and lifeless. Some 

still remember “Berserk” (2016), 
which sought to bring to life one 
of  the most visually stunning and 
critically beloved manga series of  
all time with 3D animation but 
achieved an effect akin to a child 
throwing action figures at their 
wall. The characters’ faces were 
expressionless, their movements 
were clunky, and the show’s visu-
als were miles from the intricate 
panels of  the manga. It may seem 
obvious, but to emulate hand-

drawn illustrations as best as pos-
sible, the simplest way is to have 
people working by hand.

The other problem with 3D 
animation is that almost no stu-
dio has genuinely tried to use CG 
as a central feature of  their anime. 
3D animation is only ever used to 
make production easier, faster, 
or cheaper. 2D animation, even 
with the sweatshop-like condi-
tions and atrocious pay animators 
are subjected to, is a timely and 
expensive endeavor. But while it’s 
true that to get 3D animation to 
a passable level of  quality takes 
less work than with 2D, genuinely 
good CG animation is still not 
something that can be achieved 
without investment. “Berserk” 
was made with 3D animation be-
cause the studio didn’t have the 
budgeting capacity to adapt such 
a visually detailed series by hand. 
More than that though, “Berserk” 
was so underfunded that its only 
hope of  even being animated was 
with the lowest quality, cheapest 
3D. By relegating CG animation 
to only supplementary roles or 
projects without the resources, 
time, or artistic talent to succeed, 
studios have guaranteed that 3D 
animation will only ever be imple-
mented in a clumsy, careless way.

But those are the reasons CGI 
has been historically unsuccessful 
in anime. Though it is undeni-
ably difficult to preserve the art-
istry of  manga in 3D, it’s by no 
means impossible if  producers 
are willing to commit to it. With 
skillful lighting and complex, of-
ten unintuitive character models, 
studios can reap the benefits of  
3D without losing the stylization 
of  hand-drawn images. “Attack 
on Titan” season four looks ex-
cellent, with the criticism of  its 
animation seemingly directed at 
the very use of  3D and the ac-
companying changes in art style, 
rather than any tangible decrease 
in quality for the final product. 
Furthermore, the show’s choice 
to use 3D animation allowed for 
it to experiment with new tech-
niques that would have been in-
convenient with standard 2D. 

Rotating the viewpoint or ani-
mating dynamic camera motion 
is incredibly difficult by hand, but 
can be done easily with computer 
animation to bring a great sense 
of  energy and momentum to a 
series. 

Admittedly, “Attack on Titan” 
may not be the best example of  
3D animation in anime; it still re-
lies heavily on 2D and boasted a 
budget few shows could match. 
Perhaps a better sign of  the fu-
ture of  CG is another one of  
Mappa’s shows, “Dorohedoro” 
(2020). Entirely in 3D, “Dorohe-
doro,” shows how intricate and 
smooth the 3D style can be under 
a normal budget and a talented 
production team. With highly de-
tailed character designs and fast, 
free-flowing action, the show 
simply could not have been made 
in 2D, and it points to the real vi-
ability of  CGI as an alternative in 
anime.

Worth mentioning alongside 
the television series are stylized 
anime videogames like “Dragon 
Ball Fighter Z,” which have been 
at the forefront of  many of  these 
advancements in 3D animation. 
Forced to use 3D by the sheer 
number of  possible interactions 
and frame rate requirements but 
also compelled to keep the art 
style of  their inspirations, a lot of  
the most convincing CG in the 
style of  hand animation can be 
found in these games. 

Though it’s doubtful that it 
will ever match the highest bud-
get 2D animation, 3D animation 
in anime certainly has its advan-
tages, and fans shouldn’t be so 
quick to dismiss its potential. 
While producing good 3D anima-
tion is difficult, it can give anima-
tors artistic mobility not possible 
with standard animation. “Attack 
on Titan” is the biggest 3D ani-
mated show that anime has ever 
seen, and its success will hope-
fully make CG a more viable op-
tion for studios in the future. And 
at the very least, CG animation 
deserves a fairer shake from audi-
ences and producers alike.

3D Animation in Anime: What’s the Point?Television
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By AGATHA EDWARDS

I had the chance to go out 
to Forest Hills over Mid-Winter 
Break, where I discovered T-
swirl Crêpe. I didn’t know what 
to expect when I walked into the 
booth and received my crêpe—
wrapped in the shape of  an ice 
cream cone—but I was pleas-
antly surprised, to say the least. 

T-swirl Crêpe is a small chain 
of  eateries, mostly located in 
New York City. The first loca-
tion was opened in Flushing, and 
since then, there have been 19 
additions throughout New York, 
a few other states, and Canada. 
The inside of  T-swirl Crêpe is 
very small and only has enough 
seats for a few people, but be-
cause of  COVID-19, all food is 
now takeout.

T-swirl Crêpe takes the idea 
of  the Japanese crêpe and west-
ernizes it, wrapping it up into a 
cone shape with toppings placed 
inside each layer of  the crêpe, 
making it ideal for eating on 
the go. They use 100 percent 
gluten-free rice flour batter to 
create the “crispy, thin, chewy” 
crêpe. Crêpes can be made both 
sweet and savory with a unique 

combination of  toppings. There 
are 11 sweet flavors to choose 
from, including banana choco-
late, blueberry NY cheesecake, 
matcha chocolate truffle, and 
mango raspberry. The toppings 
vary between fruit, ice cream, 
and syrup. There are also 11 
savory options to choose from, 
including egg white mushroom 
truffle, Thai chicken, and shrimp 
avocado. Savory crêpes usually 
contain meat or egg as the base 
and a variety of  vegetables and 
sauce as the dressing, a creative 
culinary choice. T-swirl Crêpe 
also offers several drinks: 12 
different flavors of  tea (mango 
green, strawberry mint, honey 
cucumber, etc.), two slush fla-
vors (strawberry banana and 
mango), and regular iced coffee. 

I ordered the chocolate nut 
party crêpe because I’m a huge 
fan of  chocolate. It was about 
$10, a good price for a large and 
filling dessert. I got to watch the 
employees prepare the crêpe 
and fill it with goodies behind 
a glass screen, which was very 
cool. The toppings were choco-
late truffles, chocolate custard 
cream, chocolate sauce, choco-
late pearls, almonds, crushed pis-

tachio, whipped Greek yogurt, 
and two chocolate Pocky sticks. 
They also gave me a little con-
tainer of  chocolate gelato, which 
I ate separately (it was amazing!). 
There were several other addi-
tional toppings I could’ve cho-
sen at an additional cost, such as 
berries or granola, but I felt like 
the chocolate nut party flavor 
itself  already contained a suffi-
cient variety.

The presentation was incred-
ible. The crêpe was wrapped 
around in an easy-to-hold cone, 
and the toppings were placed 
inside each fold. The chocolate 
sauce and Greek yogurt were 
lathered around the entire crepe, 
engulfing all of  the toppings, 
while the chocolate pearls and 
nuts were placed near the bot-
tom half  of  the crepe. It looked 
incredible, but the flavors were 
even better. The crêpe itself  was 
thin and crispy on the outside but 
softer and chewier on the inside. 
The sweet chocolate truffles––
probably my favorite topping––
simply melted in the mouth. The 
nuts added a crunch, which was 
satisfying because most of  the 
toppings dissolved together on 
the tongue. The topping that 

surprised me the most, though, 
was the Greek yogurt. It wasn’t 

sweet at all, but its soft, creamy 
texture perfectly balanced out 
the rest of  the sweetness. 

Altogether, the crêpe was 
easy to chew due to the yogurt, 
sweet and satisfying due to the 
chocolate, and a little crunchy 
due to the nuts. It was a perfect 

combination of  everything, and 
I couldn’t stop taking bite after 
bite. It was also incredibly filling 
and kept me satisfied for several 
hours. A T-swirl Crêpe could 
even serve as an on-the-go meal 
replacement for anybody in a 
rush. I wish I could’ve eaten my 
crêpe inside T-swirl Crêpe itself, 
and hopefully, once COVID-19 
is over, I’ll be able to go back 
and get the full experience of  
eating my dessert in the actual 
shop. 

Whether you’re in the mood 
for a savory snack, a sweet des-
sert, or even a refreshing drink, 
T-swirl Crêpe has you covered. I 
plan to return soon to try other 
flavors, especially the savory 
ones, since I’d never even heard 
of  a savory crêpe before coming 
to T-swirl. Unfortunately, the 
location in Manhattan’s China-
town is permanently closed, but 
there is still one open in NoHo, 
and the Queens locations are 
up-and-running in Astoria, For-
est Hills, Flushing, and Bayside. 
Once it gets safer, you should 
definitely try to get to one of  
these locations if  you can, and 
enjoy the best crêpe of  your life.  

T-swirl Crêpe: A Flavorful Experience Food
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Blast From 
the Past!
By THE ARTS & 

ENTERTAINMENT 
DEPARTMENT

Now that we’ve spent over a 
year at home, you’ve all surely 
wanted to escape quarantine in-
numerable times. Get ready to 
groove back to a better time as 

you listen to these classics!

Forever 
The Beach Boys 
Classic Rock

American Pie 
Don McLean

Folk Rock

Space Oddity 
David Bowie 

Psychedelic Folk

A Forest 
The Cure 
Pop Rock

Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get Enough 
Michael Jackson 

Pop

Moon River 
Audrey Hepburn 

Jazz

Killer Queen 
Queen 
Rock

Bonnie and Clyde 
Serge Gainsbourg & Brigitte Bardot 

French Pop

...Baby One More Time 
Britney Spears 

Pop

Luck Be A Lady Tonight 
Frank Sinatra 

Jazz

Caribbean Queen 
Billy Ocean 
Pop Soul

Somebody’s Gotta Die 
Notorious B.I.G. 

Hip Hop

Creep 
Radiohead 

Alternative Rock

(You Make Me Feel Like) 
A Natural Woman 
Aretha Franklin 

Soul

Dear Mama 
Tupac Shakur 

Hip Hop

Snowqueen of  Texas
The Mamas and the Papas 

Jazz Pop

Crazy for You 
Madonna 

Pop

I Wanna Dance With Somebody 
Whitney Houston 

Pop

A Day in the Life
The Beatles

Psychedelic Rock

By CAROLINE PICKERING

“Star Wars” is arguably the 
best-known film franchise of  all 
time. The series has had a mas-
sive impact on pop culture, and 
its popularity has given it a much-
deserved seat at the forefront of  
the sci-fi genre. Its recent rebirth 
in the House of  Mouse has only 
increased its popularity and given 
the franchise a more intercon-
nected universe, making room for 
even further expansion.

Fans of  “Star Wars” have 
existed for decades; it is one of  
the first major film series to have 
a significant cult following, and 
aficionado numbers have only 
grown over generations. How-
ever, the “Star Wars” fanbase is 
notoriously divided against itself  
on every detail of  the franchise. 
Though differing opinions and 
criticisms are normal for most 
fanbases, “Star Wars” fans seem 
to have a special aptitude for at-
tacking both the franchise and 
each other with a Sith-like pas-
sion. Specifically contentious 
are the films in the Skywalker 
Saga, centering around Ana-
kin (Hayden Christensen), Luke 
(Mark Hamill), and Rey Skywalk-
er (Daisy Ridley). While many 
tend to attack the prequel and se-
quel trilogies and glorify the origi-
nals, each trilogy has its strengths 
and weaknesses, allowing them to 
remain unique and entertaining in 
their own ways. 

The prequels were hated for 
years after they first came out, 
and the toxic reactions from fans 
were actually detrimental to the 

acting career of  Hayden Chris-
tensen. However, it is Chris-
tensen’s performance that really 
sells the prequel series. His por-
trayal of  Anakin—the Jedi knight 
and general who fell to the Dark 
Side to protect the love of  his 
life and became the most hated 
man in the galaxy—is heartfelt 
and complex and demonstrates a 
deep understanding of  Anakin’s 
character. He brings Anakin to 
life, displaying perfectly 
just why Vader be-
came the man we 
see in the original 
trilogy. 

H o w e v e r , 
the prequels 
aren’t without 
their short-
c o m i n g s . 
Much of  
the first 
two films, 
“ T h e 
P h a n -
t o m 
M e n -
a c e ” 
(1999) 
and “At-
tack of  the Clones” 
(2002), are insanely 
dull and hard to follow. 
They take place on the floor of  
the galactic senate just as much as 
they do on the battlefield. While 
this does deliver a complex nar-
rative of  how fascism can rise 
through the ranks of  democracy 
if  given the chance, it is mas-
sively unentertaining and could 
have been handled in a much 
better way. Furthermore, almost 

all the antagonists are poorly in-
troduced and severely underde-
veloped despite their potential. 
Dooku, Grievous, and Maul are 
all incredibly complex, intriguing 
characters, but they lack the de-
velopment and relevance needed 
to really matter to either the au-
dience or the plot. The final in-
stallment, “Revenge of  the Sith” 
(2005) does end up carrying the 
trilogy, as the prophecy of  Ana-

kin Skywalker’s tragic fall 
comes to fruition. It 

delivers a heart-
breaking conclu-
sion that helps tie 
up loose ends, 
and the duel on 
Mustafar is one 
of  the most 
emotional ly 
charged se-
quences in 
the “Star 
W a r s ” 
universe.

T he 
prequel 
s e r i e s 
o w e 
m u c h 

of  their cur-
rent popularity to the 

animated “Clone Wars” 
series, airing from 2008-2020. 

Taking place between “Attack of  
the Clones” and “Revenge of  the 
Sith,” it helps bring a better un-
derstanding of  the prequel char-
acters and the complex universe 
they inhabit, neither of  which 
were properly explored in the 
movies.

The most universally enjoyed 

trilogy is, of  course, the originals. 
It is the standard to which every 
other piece of  “Star Wars” media 
is held and with good reason. It 
is an amazing example of  a series 
that is able to balance action with 
character growth and develop-
ment. Every character has a dis-
tinct personality and energy that 
is largely unmatched in compa-
rable franchises. The antagonists, 
Vader and Palpatine, are mysteri-
ous, chilling, and complex. Luke 
is a lovable protagonist with one 
of  the best examples of  the He-
ro’s Journey in modern media. 
Not to mention, he has one of  
the best wardrobes out of  every-
one in the franchise, taking down 
the Empire in Chanel boots. 

The trilogy also has one of  
the best overarching plots, even 
if  it is relatively simple. Its big 
reveals make sense because they 
don’t rely on shock value, which 
is something the later movies 
fail to recognize. “The Empire 
Strikes Back” (1980) is still con-
sidered one of  the best sequels of  
all time because it successfully in-
corporates suspense, action, char-
acter growth, and worldbuilding. 
The ending is absolutely perfect, 
leaving viewers on the edge of  
their seats anticipating the next 
installment. The only major cri-
tique of  the series is that most 
of  the action is extremely under-
whelming. Though space action 
capabilities of  the time were lim-
ited, it still could have been better 
considering George Lucas’s other 
works at the time, such as “Indi-

The Skywalker Saga: The Successes 
and Failures of  Each TrilogyFilm

By LEVI SIMON

It is almost impossible to 
comprehend how large and di-
verse our world is. As individu-
als, there is a limit on the per-
spectives we can individually 
reach, especially when the media 
is dominated by American and 
British cultures––particularly 
from a musical lens. On occasion, 
global music influences creep 
their way into the American and 
British musical canon; notably, 
The Talking Heads’ afrobeat 
rhythms and the Beatles’ and 
Rolling Stones’ iconic sitar melo-
dies. However, while the Beatles’ 
“Love You To” and the Talking 
Heads’ “The Great Curve” are 
fantastic pieces of  music, these 
classic syntheses are the excep-
tion to the rule, and they are so 
thoroughly watered down from 
their origins that they are nearly 
indistinguishable. It’s important 
to highlight those that give more 
than a faithful interpretation of  
culture––authenticity only goes 
as far as personal connection. 
Simply put, it’s well worth the ef-
fort to venture out into unfamil-
iar territories and try listening to 
some global music. Fortunately, 
with the advent of  streaming, it’s 
never been easier to reach across 
the world and select from the 
plethora of  aesthetics and styles 
it has to offer.

Firstly, it might be produc-
tive to familiarize yourself  with 
some of  the keystones of  global 
music. American saxophonist 

Stan Getz and Brazilian bossa 
nova guitarist João Gilberto’s 
seminal 1964 classic “Getz/Gil-
berto” creates a warm, textured, 
and universally appealing period 
piece that lets the listener absorb 
soothing Brazilian folk rhythms 
and fantastic supplemental saxo-
phone ostinato phras-
es. It also sports 
the superlative 
rendition of  
Frank Sina-
tra’s “Girl 
from Ip-
anema,” 
w h i c h 
is one 
of  few 
s o n g s 
that is 
human-
ly im-
poss ib l e 
to dislike. 
Next, Nige-
rian afrobeat 
multi-instrumen-
talist Fela Kuti’s mas-
terpiece “Zombie” (1977) is one 
of  the most forward-thinking 
jazz-funk albums ever created. 
The crisp drums and lavish horn 
sections still sound fresh nearly 
half  a century after the album’s 
release, and the compositional 
risks taken were so influential 
that they define the genre of  af-
robeat to this day. Finally, Japa-
nese pioneer Taeko Ohnuki’s 
defining triumph “Mignonne” 
(1978) fuses jazz and pop seam-
lessly, creating a blissful, funky, 

and infinitely memorable smash 
success. Today, it’s cited as one 
of  the centerpieces of  the city 
pop genre, which has recently 
been rising in popularity. 

However, it’s not necessary 
to go back to the ‘70s for excel-
lent global music. Just this year, 

there have been plenty 
of  interesting and 

outstanding re-
leases from 

outside the 
States and 
U n i t e d 
K i n g -
d o m . 
Belgian 
g r o u p 
F i e v -
el Is 
G l a u -

que has 
one of  

the best 
releases of  

the year so 
far with “God’s 

Trashmen Sent Right 
to the Mess” (2021), their take 
on incredibly catchy and dynam-
ic jazz-pop. Aided by lead vocal-
ist Marie-Amélie Clément-Bol-
lée’s French accent, “Trashmen” 
aesthetically conjures imagery of  
a chic coffee house band playing 
live music, but the brief  song-
writing and potent performances 
elevate it far beyond the stereo-
typical lounge slouch jams. South 
African band Urban Village fuses 
regional folk music with sparse 
rock instrumentation to create 

approachable and harmonious 
vignettes of  South African cul-
ture on “Udondolo” (2021). The 
word “udondolo” roughly trans-
lates to “walking stick,” which 
is appropriate because “udon-
dolo” sounds like a storied, sage, 
knotty walking stick taking you 
along on its travels, even if  its 
Zulu lyricism is incomprehen-
sible to most of  its listeners. For 
the adventurous, perhaps “Míng 
Míng” (2021) by Chinese artist 
Otay:onii will be of  interest. It 
combines avant-garde art pop 
with heavier industrial tones and 
even Chinese folk music. The 
execution is suffocatingly heavy 
and pans into a chilling, cerebral, 
skeletal suspension to keep the 
tension with mastery. According 
to the album’s Bandcamp page, 
Míng is “a place between our 
world and the other world, where 
souls wander around before they 
take turns to reincarnate.” The 
purgative atmosphere created by 
this project vividly simulates that 
place.

As amazing as these albums 
are, they’re just a taste of  the infi-
nitely wide variety of  global mu-
sic that’s out there. These selec-
tions are meant merely to kindle 
interest in music from outside 
our comfort zones and find new 
ones, wherever they may be. Ulti-
mately, the value we get from art 
is unique to ourselves, but it can 
never hurt to push our boundar-
ies and reevaluate our perspec-
tives through music. Happy lis-
tening!

The Importance of  Global Music 
(and Where to Start Listening)Music

Yume Igarashi / The Spectator
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By ANIKA AMIN

With all the time spent in-
doors due to quarantine, people 
were bound to pick up new hob-
bies. Accordingly, many longtime 
anime fans began to notice an in-
creased interest in their favorite 
art form. But anecdotal evidence 
aside, there is statistical proof. 
Reports from Parrot Analytics 
show that popular shonen anime 
“Attack on Titan” (2013-) even 
beat out hit shows like “Wanda-
Vision” (2021) to be the most in 
demand show during the week of  
January 31. This example is just 
one instance of  a long-standing 
pattern. In the last 10 years, there 
has been a drastic growth in an-
ime’s demand and consumption 
in the U.S., although its influence 
was felt long before then.

The term “anime” simply re-
fers to animation that has been 
created in Japan. It’s not a genre 
on its own, but rather a medium. 
The title remains true regardless 
of  the subject material or art 
style. However, there have defi-
nitely been distinctive character-
istics unique to anime that have 
influenced animation outside of  
Japan. Oversized eyes are just 
one example of  a practice that 
Western animation studios have 
adapted with open arms. The 
creators of  various modern chil-
dren’s shows, including “Avatar: 
The Last Airbender” (2005), also 
cite anime as an influence. 

Anime isn’t a new presence 
within the United States by any 
means. Dating back to the first 
airing of  “Astro Boy” in 1964, 

Americans have long been con-
suming animated shows and 
movies from Japan. The late ‘90s 
to early 2000s “golden age of  an-
ime” brought classic shows such 
as “Sailor Moon” (2003) and 
“Cowboy Bebop” (1998) onto 
the scene and into the eyes of  
the American public. Toonami, 
the anime programming block 
of  Cartoon Network, was per-
haps the main reason for this 
increased popularity. Eventually, 
shows like “Pokémon” 
(1997) took off  
across the world, 
and many 
people didn’t 
even realize 
that what 
they were 
w a t c h i n g 
wasn’t a nor-
mal Ameri-
can cartoon. 

Streaming 
has completely 
changed the game, 
arguably elevating an-
ime from a niche interest to a 
mainstream one. With streaming, 
anime is more accessible than 
ever before, greatly contributing 
to the rise in popularity seen in 
the last decade. Fans no longer 
need to spend copious amounts 
of  time and money to watch se-
ries that aren’t readily available 
on TV.  Crunchyroll is perhaps 
the best known anime stream-
ing platform with around 1,000 
shows, as well as a wide selection 
of  manga. 

Netflix, a longtime global 
streaming powerhouse, has also 

played a big role, attaining exclu-
sive licenses for many acclaimed 
anime that can’t be streamed 
anywhere else, including iconic 
shows such as “Neon Genesis 
Evangelion” (1995-1996). Net-
flix original anime has brought 
numerous shows to life, includ-
ing those of  long-standing and 
well-known manga. Other pop-
ular platforms such Amazon 
Prime and Hulu have also been 
offering an increasingly large se-

lection of  anime. 
Animated mov-

ies from Japan 
have previously 
found critical 
success within 
the United 
States, more 

so than the 
shows. In 1988, 
post-apocalyp-
tic action film 

“Akira” brought 
a new image of  an-

ime to the world and 
set the stage for anime’s growth 
in the West. Even more recently, 
animated movies such as “Your 
Name” (2016) and more have 
been theatrically released and 
widely watched in the U.S. Studio 
Ghibli’s “Spirited Away” (2001) 
even won an Academy Award for 
Best Animated Feature. There’s 
even ample evidence that Satoshi 
Kon’s famous anime works of  
“Perfect Blue” (1997) and “Pa-
prika” (2006) inspired many as-
pects of  well known movies such 
as “Black Swan” (2010)  and “In-
ception” (2010).

Shows have not achieved the 

same kind of  success. The Unit-
ed States tends to think of  itself  
as the pop culture center of  the 
world, and this view has long af-
fected the attitudes toward out-
side media. An occasional movie 
doing well isn’t uncommon, but 
for a foreign show to be in the 
popular cultural consciousness 
of  Americans is another thing. 
In addition, there exists a level of  
stigma associated with watching 
anime. Perhaps the questionable 
behavior of  Western fans is to 
blame; there has been a concern-
ing fetishization of  Japanese cul-
ture among them, even though 
thinking that anime is a realis-
tic portrayal of  Japan is akin to 
thinking that Marvel movies are a 
realistic portrayal of  Americans. 
It’s important to be conscious 
of  the way that we consume me-
dia, as to ensure that we don’t 
further contribute to any xeno-
phobic or reductive narratives. 
Another reason for the lack of  
mainstream popularity is that 
cartoons are generally thought 
of  as having a target audience of  
children. This leads to anime be-
ing taken less seriously as both an 
art form and a viable option for 
adults to watch. 

Despite this stigma, a partic-
ular strength of  anime lies in its 
ability to transcend the bounds 
of  reality and capture our imagi-
nation. This effect is true for 
people of  all ages and back-
grounds. When it comes to alter-
nate universes, magical powers, 
and futuristic technology, anime 
is the ideal medium to employ, 
as it has endless possibilities. No 

matter how high the produc-
tion costs or how well trained 
the actors are, live action fails to 
portray these otherworldly ele-
ments in the same way. Although 
the animated format provides a 
sense of  escapism, many shows 
deal with themes that can be 
reflected in our own lives. The 
aforementioned “Attack on Ti-
tan” may have 40-foot-tall flesh-
eating humanoids, but it also 
discusses relevant, human issues 
such as oppression, racism, and 
war. 

The future of  manga, which 
most anime is adapted from, re-
mains to be seen. It is no doubt 
present in the United States, but 
it has not caught on to the same 
degree. Whether it is due to the 
unfamiliar right to left reading 
format, a lack of  promotion, or 
something else entirely, manga 
is far less mainstream in the 
United States. Ironically, it is far 
more popular than anime in Ja-
pan, perhaps due to the country’s 
long-standing traditions of  visual 
storytelling. But with many best-
selling manga set to be adapted 
in 2021, the possibilities are end-
less. 

The versatility of  anime—as 
well as the profits to be made 
from the already billion dollar 
industry—will inevitably pave 
the way for the biggest wave of  
consumption yet. As viewership 
continues to grow, anime will be-
come more and more of  a main-
stream presence in the United 
States, and this upward trajectory 
will no doubt remain for years to 
come. 

Ivy Jiang / The Spectator

Not Just for Kids: Anime’s Expansion 
to the United StatesThinkpiece

By JULIA PANAS

Two months into 2021, we’re 
already seeing new trends pop 
up on our Instagram feeds and 
in the latest editorials. Typically, 
the month-long fashion week 
runways set the trends for the 
upcoming spring and summer 
seasons. This year, however, 
brands have gotten creative, de-
buting their collections through 
digital performances, films, and 
socially-distanced catwalks. In 
addition to the more traditional 
runway shows, figureheads in 
the media––such as social media 
influencers and politicians––are 
also impacting what we wear. 
From the runway to the podium, 
here are the top trends of  2021.

Monochrome
The year started off  strong 

with President Joe Biden’s in-
auguration on January 20th. 
Though there was no red car-
pet, political icons didn’t fail 
to showcase the new look in 
fashion through bold matching 
outfits. Vice President Kamala 
Harris, Former First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama, and First Lady 
Jill Biden, among many others, 
showed up wearing coats, dress-
es, belts, gloves, and masks, all in 
a uniform color. From Michelle 
Obama’s deep crimson pantsuit 
to Jill Biden’s pearly pale blue 
tweed ensemble, these power-
ful women embody the appeal 
of  monochrome: elegant and 
effortlessly chic. These outfits 
made more than just a colorful 

statement; as role models in the 
public eye, these politicians’ out-
fits spotlighted garments made 
by female, immigrant, and black 
independent designers who are 
historically underrepresented in 
the fashion community. The true 
beauty of  this trend also lies in 
its versatility: from formal wear 
to street style to work-from-
home loungewear, monochrome 
can be adopted in a variety of  
aesthetics. To best achieve this 
look, shop for all of  the 
items in your outfit 
from one brand, since 
brands usually stick to 
specific color palettes 
and hues.

The Shoulder 
Bag

If  there’s 
one item to add 
to your closet 
this season, it’s a 
2000s style shoul-
der bag. These 
small, short-strap 
bags are the next 
big trend follow-
ing the recent re-
vival of  ’90s and 
’00s aesthetics. Ce-
lebrities like Kylie 
Jenner and Sofia 
Richie have sported 
Prada’s rerelease of  
the iconic shoulder 
bag (the 2000 Re-
edition), which was 
originally worn by 
Y2K idols like Paris 
Hilton and Britney 

Spears. Dupes of  the bag are 
available at Steve Madden and 
ASOS, and you can find more 
unique styles at Urban Outfit-
ters. These bags are a charming 
addition to any outfit, whether 
you want to dive into the 2000s 
aesthetic by pairing it with a 
cropped puffer jacket and a mini 
skirt, or opt for a more modern 
route with cargo pants and over-
sized sneakers.

Bralettes
Bralettes are the perfect 

combination of  leisure-wear 
and lingerie: comfortable and 

flattering, sexy yet casual. It’s 
no surprise that they’re all 
over the SS21 collections. 
This style of  top––a crop 
top fitted like a bra––is 
the perfect item to usher 
in warm weather. One 
popular way to style tiny 
bralettes is to pair them 
with a cardigan or an 
unbuttoned suit jack-
et. Combine bralettes 
with the monochrome 
trend by matching the 
color and texture of  
the bralette with your 

outerwear like Katie 
Holmes’s viral beige 
cashmere look, then 
add a pair of  casual 
jeans, ankle boots, and 
a boxy tote to complete 
the outfit. 

Wide-Leg Pants
Working (and learn-

ing) from home has given 

us a new appreciation for com-
fort in our everyday wardrobes. 
Gone are the days of  tight 
skinny jeans and constricting 
straight-leg trousers; now, the 
fashion world is welcoming 
wide-leg pants made of  denim, 
cotton, and even jersey. These 
pants typically come in two sil-
houettes. For the first, the pant 
is fitted throughout the waist and 
hips with a wide, boot-cut open-
ing, creating a somewhat trian-
gular A-line shape. This style is 
reminiscent of  the ’70s aesthetic 
that is currently trending on Tik-
Tok and Instagram. The second 
is baggy throughout with a fitted 
waist and tight elastic ankle to 
make the shape more dynamic. 
Balloon jeans, cozy harem pants, 
and oversized cargo pants are 
great examples of  this style. 
Pair such wide-legged pants 
with a small fitted top––like the 
bralette––for a dramatic silhou-
ette.

Patchwork
Patchwork clothing is noth-

ing new for our favorite stores, 
but it is expected to become 
more popular this year. The 
trend originated in 2020 and 
gained momentum after Harry 
Styles famously wore a patch-
work cardigan by JW Ander-
son that prompted TikTokers 
around the world to create their 
own knitted and crocheted ver-
sions. Patchwork fits well into 
the large-scale trend of  sustain-
ability in the fashion industry, as 
many designers upcycle old gar-

ments and fabrics to create new 
pieces in this style, notably Dolce 
& Gabbana’s SS21 ready-to-wear 
collection and Natasha Zinko’s 
famous bandana patchwork 
dress. Then there are brands 
like Frankie Collective that col-
lect vintage clothing and rework 
them into colorblocked hoodies, 
sweatpants, shorts, skirts, and 
corset tops. You can even do this 
trend yourself  by cutting up a 
few old tops and learning simple 
sewing techniques to piece them 
together. Patchwork is by far one 
of  the most unique and easy-to-
adopt trends of  the season.

After a year in isolation, peo-
ple are bored of  sweatpants and 
leggings, and are craving more 
fashionable pieces to wear while 
working from home. What’s in-
teresting is that most of  these 
trends work for both an indoor 
and outdoor wardrobe: bralettes 
and wide-leg pants are comfort-
able yet stylish enough to be 
worn inside or out, and patch-
work and monochrome can eas-
ily be integrated into matching 
loungewear sets or business ca-
sual attire. Similarly, a shoulder 
bag can be worn for a socially-
distanced day out with friends or 
a quick run to the grocery store. 
Clearly, the overarching trend 
this season is versatility: the abil-
ity for garments to be worn for a 
variety of  different purposes. No 
matter the occasion, these styles 
make it easy to stay fashionable 
in 2021. 

STUYLE CORNER: Top Trends of  2021Fashion
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Bonnie and Clyde: Lovers First, Criminals SecondCulture
By CHRISTINE LIN

“Some day they’ll go down to-
gether
they’ll bury them side by side.
To few it’ll be grief,
to the law a relief
but it’s death for Bonnie and 
Clyde.” 

Foreshadowing their deaths a 
few months later, Bonnie Parker 
cements her and Clyde Barrow’s 
narrative into criminal history 
with the last stanza of  her poem 
“The Trail’s End.” Bonnie may 
have predicted their demise, but 
she was wrong about two things: 
she and Clyde weren’t buried side 
by side, and this certainly was not 
the end of  their story. 

Bonnie and Clyde first 
crossed paths in 1930, at the ages 
of  19 and 21 respectively. Bon-
nie seemed to have an affinity for 
criminals, with her then-husband 
behind bars for murder and Clyde 
sentenced to prison shortly after 
they met. Nevertheless, enam-
ored with her new beau, she as-
sisted Clyde’s jailbreak by smug-
gling him a gun. Though their 
first attempt was futile, the duo 
finally escaped prison in 1932 
and began their infamous crime 
spree. 

They first gained notori-
ety with the “Barrow Gang,” a 
crime ring they formed along-
side Clyde’s friends and fellow 
escapees. The group made their 
way across the country—loot-
ing gas stations, grocery stores, 
and banks—evading authorities 
by taking advantage of  state bor-
der laws and frequently changing 
getaway cars. However, they were 
ambushed when their hideout in 
Missouri was exposed. Forced to 
flee, they managed to escape the 
officers in one piece, but they left 
behind a lot of  belongings—in-
cluding a film camera.

The film was developed, and 
the images were immediately 
popularized by the media. The 

pictures were unconventional 
and featured Bonnie and Clyde 
in brazen poses, such as her play-
fully pointing a rifle at him, or 
her propping her foot on the car 
bunker and smoking a cigarette. 
For the first time, these pictures 
gave the public insight into who 
the infamous couple actually was. 

While Bonnie was thrilled 
with their celebrity status, the 
couple’s newfound fame com-
promised their anonymity. As 
news outlets plastered their pho-
tos all over papers, it became pro-
gressively harder to escape from 
robberies unscathed. And despite 
the nonviolent nature of  their 
crimes, the gang found them-
selves more frequently resorting 
to murder. However, unlike most 
serial killers, Bonnie and Clyde 
viewed murder as a last resort 
following unsuccessful robberies.

Their extravagant crimes 
made Bonnie and Clyde a house-
hold name in the 1930s. Much of  
their popularity can be attributed 
to the rising distaste Americans 
held toward the government, 
police, and banks, as the country 
plunged into the Great Depres-
sion. The economic crisis made 
many sympathetic to Bonnie 
and Clyde’s robberies, as these 
crimes defied institutions that 
the public felt had treated them 
unjustly. Though many acknowl-
edged their murders, the darkest 
aspects of  their crimes were of-
ten glossed over. Whether they 
were seen as social bandits with 
an exciting life of  crime or star-
crossed lovers forced into a life 
on the run, Bonnie and Clyde’s 
thrilling escapades were the dis-
traction Americans needed to 
escape the bleak reality of  their 
economic hardship.

Eventually, Bonnie and 
Clyde’s wrongdoings caught 
up with them. Authorities al-
lied with the family of  Henry 
Methrin—one of  the Barrow 
Gang’s old accomplices—to re-

veal the location of  the couple in 
exchange for Henry’s immunity. 
Police then hid by the highway 
Bonnie and Clyde were en route 
to and opened fire when they saw 
Clyde’s car; over 130 bullets were 
shot into the car exterior, killing 
Bonnie and Clyde instantly. Their 
final showdown, quite literally, 
ended with a bang.

However, the story of  their 
love affair would live on and 
eventually overshadow the hor-
rors of  their crime spree. Their 
tale was first revived with Arther 
Penn’s 1967 film “Bonnie and 
Clyde,” starring Warren Beatty as 
Clyde and Faye Dunaway as Bon-

nie. Heavily influenced by the 
French New Wave movement, 
the film parallels the work of  
François Truffaut and Jean-Luc 
Godard with the use of  elements 
like visceral language and dramat-
ic jump cuts that were unheard 
of  in the classical Hollywood 
era. The gangster-romance film 

was the first of  its kind to suc-
cessfully use the juxtaposition of  
humor and realism to captivate 
the audience. It was also the first 
to bring graphic and gritty scenes 
of  violence to the big screen, 
resulting in the Motion Pictures 
Association of  America’s intro-
duction of  its X-rating in 1968. 
The screenplay of  “Bonnie and 
Clyde” was genre-bending; by 
defying the so-called rules of  
cinema, the film set the stage for 
future classics like “The Wild 
Bunch” (1969), “The Godfather” 
(1972), and “Scarface” (1983).

Another more controver-
sial influence of  this film is its 

romanticization of  Bonnie and 
Clyde’s relationship. Perfectly en-
capsulated by its tagline: “They’re 
young, they’re in love, and they 
kill people,” “Bonnie and Clyde” 
propelled an image of  the out-
laws as star-crossed partners in 
crime into mainstream pop cul-
ture and in turn, de-emphasized 

their moral ambiguity and reck-
less crimes. 

For better or worse, this mod-
ern-day Bonnie and Clyde ideal 
would go on to inspire count-
less other films and music. The 
self-titled film reached interna-
tional success at the height of  the 
counterculture era, a time when 
anti-establishment sentiment was 
strong, and Bonnie and Clyde 
were admired for their defiance. 
In response, songs like Georgie 
Fame and the Blue Flames’ “The 
Ballad of  Bonnie and Clyde” 
(1968) were produced, and blue-
grass duo Flatt & Scruggs even 
went as far as to release an entire 
album dedicated to the outlaws’ 
story. 

Their story then re-emerged 
in American hip-hop and R&B, 
where there were so many self-
titled hits about the couple that 
they’re often referred to by re-
lease date, such as Tupac’s ‘96 
“Bonnie and Clyde,” Eminem’s 
‘97 “Bonnie & Clyde,” and Jay-
Z and Beyonce’s ‘03 “Bonnie & 
Clyde.” Their dangerous, exciting 
lifestyle makes for an inexhaust-
ible wealth of  inspiration, as 
evidenced by the lyrics of  many 
songs today as well as films like 
John Lee Hancock’s “The High-
waymen” (2019) continue to ref-
erence the duo’s adventures.

Today, the Bonnie and Clyde 
motif  is synonymous with a 
heart-shattering love that knows 
no bounds. Often dubbed the 
modern Romeo and Juliet, the 
allure in mindsets like “ride-or-
die” or “you and me against the 
world” can be traced back to the 
story of  Bonnie and Clyde. Little 
is known now about their tumul-
tuous past, but perhaps that’s 
what they would’ve wanted—to 
be immortalized in history as 
an invincible duo whose crimes 
paled in comparison to their 
groundbreaking story of  loyalty 
and devotion. 

N
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By KENISHA MAHAJAN

“It has taken me a long time 
to reconcile that you can love 
somebody and be afraid of  
them,” Dylan Farrow said as she 
reflected on the events that took 
place on August 4, 1992. 

She is of  course referring to 
her alleged sexual assault at the 
hands of  her then adoptive fa-
ther, Woody Allen. Dylan Farrow 
was only seven. “Allen v. Farrow” 
centers around the the sexual 
abuse allegation made against 
Allen by Dylan Farrow and Al-
len’s longtime partner, Mia Far-
row. The series explores the al-
legations, court proceedings, and 
their implications for Allen and 
the Farrows but branches out to 
reveal Allen’s disturbing behavior 
and, more generally, inspect the 
culture that absolved Allen of  his 
crimes. The four part miniseries 
is filled with clips from Mia Far-
row’s home videos, taped phone 
calls, first person narratives from 
the Farrows’ family and friends, 
and testimonials from experts. 

Directed by Kirby Dick and 
Amy Ziering, who have made 
their names through high-pro-
file investigative journalism and 
scathing reviews of  the flawed 
structures that uphold sexual 
misconduct, “Allen v. Farrow” 
offers an empathetic perspective 
of  what is, at heart, Dylan Far-

row’s story. In works like “The 
Hunting Ground” (2015) and 
“On The Record” (2020), Dick 
and Ziering have used personal 
narratives to unveil the systems 
that fuel abuse and sexism in 
various industries. They continue 
this trend in the HBO docuseries 
by focusing on the Farrows’ side 
of  the story, utilizing Mia Farrow 
and Dylan Farrow’s voices both 
to give a horrific record of  one 
incident and to examine the so-
ciety that has protected Allen for 
nearly 30 years. 

“Allen v. Farrow” exposes au-
diences to a version of  Allen the 
public is likely less familiar with. 
In stark contrast to his goofy, 
adorably awkward persona on 
screen, his uncharacteristically 
monotone voice when discuss-
ing his affair with Mia Farrow’s 
daughter, Soon-Yi Previn, and 
his bitter tone in his audiobook 
“Apropos of  Nothing” depict a 
much more disturbing side of  
the comedian. Admittedly, “Al-
len v. Farrow’’ depicts only one 
perspective of  a complicated 
story. At first glance, this one-
sidedness can easily be dismissed 
as lacking nuance––the series 
never attempts to tell Allen’s side 
of  the story. However, this bias 
feels necessary to place a thumb 
on the scales for justice. Aside 
from a few letters and interviews, 
the Farrows’ stories haven’t been 

told. For the last few decades—
more so when the allegations 
first unfolded—the masses were 
in support of  Allen. In spite of  
his inappropriate relationship 
with Previn, his questionable and 
concerningly frequent depiction 
of  May-December romances, his 
alleged relationships with minors, 
and his “inappropriately intense” 
behavior toward Dylan Farrow, 
the general consensus was that 
Mia Farrow was a vengeful ex-
girlfriend who fabricated a tale to 
destroy Allen’s reputation. Even 
with the public nature of  the alle-
gations and the trial, Allen essen-
tially came out unscathed. While 
his name was slightly tarnished, 
without a formal conviction, Al-
len has continued to direct, pro-
duce, and star in dozens of  films 
to this day. To understand Allen’s 
point of  view, one mustn’t look 
very hard. The same can’t be said 
for the Farrows. 

However, the prevalence of  
sexual misconduct in the film in-
dustry is greater than a few bad 
seeds. Rather, it is a product of  
the way Hollywood functions 
and is entrenched in these institu-
tions. Hollywood stars’ fame and 
wealth seem to put them above 
the law or at least make it more 
difficult to sway public opinion 
against them. Most supporters of  
Allen were fans of  his work. His 
beloved films were a cultural tour 

de force, and many believed that 
the creator behind such works 
was not capable of  such hor-
rifying actions. Audiences’ un-
derstanding of  Allen’s character 
through his work was entirely in-
compatible with the image Dylan 
Farrow painted. While people 
tried to assess Dylan Farrow’s al-
legations in an objective manner, 
separating the art and the artist is 
nearly impossible, since the work 
is a reflection of  its creator. As 
history has proven, few studios 
or companies would jeopardize 
the release of  a large film—and 
the money that comes with it—
to do the right thing and create 
a safer work environment. For 
this very reason, people like Al-
len have celebrated careers, even 
with an undercurrent of  scandal. 

In Hollywood specifically, 
one allegation affects more than 
one person. In a normal work-
place, employees are often seen 
as disposable: a “regular” em-
ployee accused of  such egregious 
acts would be fired and replaced 
without a second thought. How-
ever, in film or television, the 
welfare of  hundreds of  people is 
reliant on the star of  the show. 
Thus, the firing of  actors or di-
rectors has implications beyond 
the individual, incentivizing peo-
ple involved in the industry to 
stay quiet about abuse to avoid 
risking their jobs. Ending pro-

duction of  the three films Allen 
released during the court pro-
ceedings would have cost tens of  
millions of  dollars and hundreds 
of  jobs. These structures don’t 
just protect offenders, but they 
also discourage survivors from 
speaking out. In Allen’s case, Mia 
Farrow was not only his longtime 
partner but also his leading lady. 
After meeting Allen, she almost 
exclusively acted in his films and 
declined searching for a man-
ager because of  her relationship. 
When the sexual assault allega-
tions against Allen went public, 
Mia Farrow’s career took a hit, 
brought down by Allen’s credibil-
ity and influence in the industry 
at the time. Because of  the word-
of-mouth nature of  communica-
tion in Hollywood and the loom-
ing threat of  being blacklisted, 
sexual misconduct is reported a 
minority of  the time. 

Far too often, survivors of  
abuse or harassment are intimi-
dated into silence. Movements 
encouraging solidarity are nec-
essary to give a voice to those 
who have been oppressed. At 
its heart, “Allen v. Farrow” is 
about one woman telling her 
story. Through Dylan and Mia 
Farrow’s story, “Allen v. Farrow” 
critiques the world we live in and 
stresses the necessity of  making 
ourselves heard.

“Allen v. Farrow” and the Power of  Speaking Out Thinkpiece
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How To Rediscover New York:
A Quarantine Cult Classic About Meeting StrangersTelevision

By AARON VISSER

Great art can show viewers 
the beauty of  new places and 
make them feel the emotions of  
new characters. HBO’s docuse-
ries “How To with John Wilson” 
manages to pull off  the opposite: 
it returns the viewer to a location 
they’ve been to a thousand times 
and reveals the beauty, the com-
edy, and the drama of  the people 
all around them. 

In “How To,” the creator, 
director, lead actor, lead writer, 
cameraman, and narrator John 
Wilson combines thousands of  
hours of  observational footage 
of  New York City streets with 
footage of  his personal interac-
tions, shot from his point-of-view, 
and his narration, into a cohe-
sive narrative. As Wilson puts it, 
“Imagine Planet Earth except it’s 
all filmed in New York City and 
David Attenborough is also the 
cameraman.” The show appears 
instructional, with episodes titled 
“How To Make Small Talk” or 
“How to Improve Your Memory,” 
but these lessons merely exist to 
frame the footage. While Wilson’s 
narration insists that it’s trying 
to improve your social skills, the 
images on screen say otherwise. 

They seem to act on their own, 
comedically defying Wilson’s 
commentary. He tells us how 
strangers enjoy interacting as two 
drivers yell at one another. When 
he flies home to LaGuardia Air-

port and declares how he’s happy 
to be back, his camera highlights a 
garbage fire on the tarmac. 

Wilson is able to find comedy 
in the most obvious and subtle 
places. He captures a woman in 
Times Square sneaking a pigeon 
into her bag and a man playing the 
flute while hanging upside down 
on scaffolding. He also observes 

the nuances of  human interac-
tion, scrutinizing the unspoken 
negotiation between diners once 
the check arrives, the rules of  
public displays of  affection, and 
peoples’ reactions to topics they 

don’t understand. The editing al-
lows the images to tell their own 
hilarious, and at times profound, 
story.

What elevates “How To” 
above most other comedies, 
though, is that even once the 
metropolitan shenanigans are 
over, the unique characters Wil-
son encounters on his journeys 

endure. While “How To” may 
not improve your memory as 
promised, you’ll never forget the 
people at the first ever Mandela 
Effect conference, where attend-
ees earnestly describe how the 
single “e” found in Febreze is 
evidence for a multiverse or the 
Italian who describes the aliens 
living in our society while cooking 
risotto. Each person he meets is 
crazy in his or her own way, but 
aren’t we all? Instead of  inviting 
the audience to just laugh at the 
stupidity of  Americans, like in 
“Borat” (2002), “How To” forces 
the viewer to introspect after their 
laughter and see the weaknesses 
in themselves and the humanity 
in others. It shows their moments 
of  kindness, vulnerability, and 
frustration, along with those of  
ignorance. On a trip to Cancun, 
Wilson encounters the rapping, 
drug-taking spring breaker Chris. 
Most shows would end the inter-
action right there, content to just 
laugh at the unhinged stranger. 
But “How To” goes beyond most 
shows. The next morning, Wilson 
talks to Chris again, where he con-
fesses the underlying loneliness 
that drove him to make a solo trip 
to Cancun in the first place. The 
show values deeper understand-

ing over surface-level feelings of  
superiority. 

The most important character 
in “How To,” however, is New 
York City itself, and the show 
rewards those who live there. Fa-
miliar locations frequently make 
guest appearances. It’s thrilling 
seeing Chambers Street or even 
your own apartment building 
featured on screen. More excit-
ing than the local places are the 
local people. The show interacts 
with all the strangers we see every 
day and actively ignore: those in 
crowds, on corners, and behind 
cash registers. On “How To,” Wil-
son follows the ideas of  legendary 
urban theorist Jane Jacobs. They 
both recognize that a city is made 
up of  people, not buildings. She 
also advocated for “eyes on the 
street” and “How To” is a show 
that is all about street watching. 
Each person we observe is a little 
part of  NYC to be discovered, 
and each one lets us understand 
the city even better. 

Just as “Citizen Kane” (1941) 
captures the events and emotions 
of  a man’s entire life in two hours, 
“How To” encapsulates an entire 
city in six episodes. It reduces 
New York City to its essence: the 
people who inhabit it. 

The Skywalker Saga: 
The Successes and Failures of  Each TrilogyFilm

ana Jones” (1981).
Last and least comes the se-

quel trilogy. The center of  most 
current fan hate, the latest install-
ments in the series have made 
many fans hail the prequels, once 
some of  the most reviled media 
in all of  sci-fi, as cinematic mas-
terpieces. The sequels are indeed 
massively flawed, but they aren’t 
necessarily bad movies. They 
have the best action sequences of  
the films, with fast-paced, grip-
ping combat. The lightsaber ac-
tion in the sequels is hands down 
the best in the “Star Wars” fran-
chise, and their beautiful chore-
ography makes the sequels’ fight 

scenes some of  the best in con-
temporary media.

It’s impossible, however, to 
find a character immune to the 
trilogy’s bad writing, with nearly 
every character having their po-
tential in the story squandered. 
The only character fans can agree 
is written well is Ben Solo (Adam 
Driver), or as he is known in the 
First Order, Kylo Ren. His re-
demption is developed over all 
three movies, coming to a beau-
tiful conclusion and his ultimate 
return to the light. However, the 
only other character that seems to 
have truly spoken to fans was re-
sistance pilot Poe Dameron (Os-
car Isaacs). He had an amazing 
arc until “The Rise of  Skywalker” 
(2019), where he was unfortu-

nately shoved into a Han Solo 
archetype that largely played into 
racist stereotypes, undermining 
the arc that was being built over 
the previous two installments.

Furthermore, the plots of  the 
individual movies, while interest-
ing in their own ways, fail to form 
a coherent unified narrative. “The 
Force Awakens” (2015) offers a 
strong start to the trilogy, intro-
ducing new characters with depth 
and intrigue, while still having old 
characters appear in a way that 
felt natural and exciting. Gears 
shifted in “The Last Jedi” (2017), 
seemingly restarting Finn’s (John 
Boyega) character arc from how 
he was already developed in the 
previous film, and introducing 
Rose (Kelly Marie Tran) as the 

main character. While it did a 
spectacular job in establishing the 
relationship between Kylo Ren 
and Rey, it also killed off  Snoke 
(Andy Serkis), the mysterious 
and extremely underdeveloped 
master of  Kylo Ren. This left a 
hole in the place of  the antago-
nist, seemingly filled by the con-
flicted Ren in the movie’s climax, 
but ultimately given to an undead 
Palpatine clone in the final film. 
The reveal at the beginning of  
“The Rise of  Skywalker” felt 
forced and out of  place, and was 
a damning feature of  the final in-
stallment. Ultimately, the sequels 
had the potential to be fantastic, 
but beyond the flashing lights and 
big fight scenes, they failed to do 
much with the momentum they 

created. 
Each “Star Wars” trilogy is 

a unique experience that ties 
into one another in one cohe-
sive story. They each have their 
strengths and weaknesses, suc-
cesses and failures. Some succeed 
more than others, while some fail 
much, much worse. But, objec-
tively speaking, there are no bad 
“Star Wars” movies. Are they bad 
within the context of  the series? 
Yes. But each film has its redeem-
ing qualities which make for a 
great viewing experience regard-
less. It is impossible to ignore the 
massive impact that these films 
have and will continue to have 
well into the future, and how they 
come together to tell a collective, 
compelling story. 

continued from page 19

By ZOE BUFF

Jodie Foster is a beauty. With 
large blue eyes and a gorgeous 
smile, she possesses intoxicat-
ing charisma and a charming 
presence that is impossible to 
ignore. She speaks articulately, 
with energy and excitement, and 
is clearly used to performing in 
front of  a camera. And yet, that is 
exactly what it is: a performance. 
Foster is notoriously private. She 
calls herself  an “internal person” 
and doesn’t mind being solitary. 
Despite starting her career very 
early in life, she was uncomfort-
able with emotional expression 
throughout her youth.  

Foster’s most notable child-
hood role, Iris in “Taxi Driver” 
(1976), was portrayed with such 
raw candor and mature strength, 
that it’s easy to forget she was 
only 12 years old. As an adult, the 
highlights of  her career include 
Clarice Starling in “Silence of  the 

Lambs” (1989), Sarah Tobias in 
“The Accused” (1988), and Meg 
Altman in “Panic Room” (2002), 
with her appearances in the for-
mer two winning her two Acad-
emy Awards for Best Actress. 

As a child actress, Jodie Fos-
ter had a psychological under-
standing of  the dramatic roles 
she played, such as Iris in “Taxi 
Driver,” which she drew from her 
real life at home, growing up with 
a single mother. She also expe-
rienced several traumatic events 
in her early career, including the 
lion-mauling that happened on 
the set of  “Napoleon and Sa-
mantha” (1972) when she was 
10 years old, and the attempted 
assassination of  Ronald Reagan 
by a crazy stalker who was ob-
sessed with her performance in 
the “Taxi Driver.” Many child ac-
tresses fade into obscurity when 
they reach adulthood, but Foster 
executed the transition seam-
lessly, “prioritizing [her] own 

self-worth and psychological 
health above all. And if  not, [she 
doesn’t]  know where [she] would 
be today,” Foster told Porter in 
an interview. “I mean, there is a 
carpet of  ex-child actors who did 
not make it.” Being thrown into 
fame at such a young age didn’t 
hinder Foster’s future career at 
all. As an adult, she has starred in 
nearly 40 film projects and won 
over 40 awards in total. 

However, her acting career 
has slowed down recently. In the 
last decade, Foster has only par-
ticipated in a total of  five films. In 
an interview with the Daily Beast, 
she discussed her decision to only 
take part in projects she thinks 
are meaningful. Another reason 
that she’s taken less work as an 
actress is to focus on another 
aspect of  film: direction. As a di-
rector, Foster is able to take more 
creative control and express her 
ideas with more clarity than when 
she’s in front of  the camera. 

Directing is something Foster 
started later in her career, shortly 
before she hit her thirties. Having 
grown up in the public eye, she 
had an advantage when it came 
to earning the trust of  those in 
the industry, despite the fact that 
she hadn’t attended film school. 
She says she mostly learned by 
observing the directors she was 
working with. For Foster, film-
making is about telling stories and 
trying to make them as real as she 
can. The movie screen is a can-
vas for her personal essays. Her 
passion for her work is palpable, 
even through the screen. She al-
ways brings a strong vision to her 
projects, such as the “Arkangel” 
episode of  “Black Mirror”. The 
story focuses on the use of  futur-
istic technology by a mother to 
constantly monitor and protect 
her child. Foster uses that to cre-
ate an analogy for how human-
kind responds to technology and 
what that says about them per-

sonally. “Though all of  the shows 
are about technology, none of  the 
shows are really about technology 
at all,” she explained in an inter-
view with The Guardian. “All 
of  them are about relationships 
and the emotional damage we all 
carry, which is highlighted by the 
Klieg light of  technology.”

Jodie Foster has proven her 
creativity and wisdom count-
less times throughout her career. 
Though she isn’t always relatable 
as a public figure, the characters 
she brings to life are. Her story is 
one of  the great success stories of  
child actress to film icon, some-
thing which she followed with a 
career as an acclaimed director. 
“I don’t intend to quit acting,” 
she reported in an interview with 
German newspaper Augsburger 
Allgemeine, “but I only take jobs 
that I really love. After 52 years as 
an actress, I think that’s the great-
est luxury of  all.”

The Silence of  Jodie FosterFilm
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7aSybHRa6s
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/01/magazine/jodie-foster-interview.html
https://www.net-a-porter.com/en-us/porter/article-471e1b232885050c/cover-stories/cover-stories/jodie-foster
https://www.thedailybeast.com/jodie-foster-on-the-silence-of-the-lambs-transphobia-her-golden-globes-speech-and-fear-of-ending-up-dead
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2017/dec/10/jodie-foster-i-make-movies-to-figure-out-who-i-am
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2017/dec/10/jodie-foster-i-make-movies-to-figure-out-who-i-am
https://www.augsburger-allgemeine.de/kultur/Journal/Jodie-Foster-Wir-stehen-am-Abgrund-id51763966.html
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These articles are works of  fiction. All quotes are libel and slander.

By ERICA CHEN and 
GABRIEL HUANG

Aww, you poor thing. Did 
you wake up on the wrong side 
of  the bed today? 

Well, autocorrect doesn’t 
give a damn. Having to work 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, he is sick and tired of  
you pathetic humans who can’t 
even correctly spell basic grade-
school words. Sometimes even 
autocorrect doesn’t feel like do-
ing his job.

Today, we’ve brought in au-
tocorrect himself  for a little in-
terview and a chance to clear his 
name. What’s there to clear, you 
ask? Well, let’s not play dumb. 
Every day, incompetent teenag-
ers smear outrageous amounts 
of  libel upon autocorrect’s head 
for attempting to correct their 
spelling errors. I will provide 
one such example.

Human Filth A: OMGGG! 
WHAT THE DUCK! MR. 
HONNER GAVE US TWO 
EDWARD PUZZLOCKS 
DUE TONIGHT? AND WE 
HAVE 3 TESTS TMRW? 
OMG!

Human Filth B: bro r u 
good? Who says what the duck 
lol? Wut is an edward puz-
zlocks?

A: i meant what the duck

B: yo you just said the exact 

same thing lmaooo

A: what the duck

B: LMAOOO 

A: duck.

Honestly, I myself  have said 
some unkind things about auto-
correct as he tearfully watched 
and attempted to make sure that 
I was at least insulting him in 
proper English. Maybe this is 
how he preserves his dignity, 
smugly correcting me as I light 
his skinny ass up with my favor-
ite filth off  Urban Dictionary. I 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to repent my harsh rep-
rimands and redeem our silent 
guardian angel. 

REPORTER JONES: 
Please, please have a seat Mr. 
Correct! I say, on behalf  of  the 
entire world, we are so happy to 
have you here today.

MR. CORRECT: Auto, 
please. I’m honored to be on 
the show.

JONES: As you wish! Well, 
let’s not dilly-dally any further 
and get on with it, shall we?

CORRECT: Dilly-dally? 
What is that? Perhaps you 
meant Silly Sally?

JONES: No, dilly-dally! You 
know, like, to waste time.

CORRECT: No, I don’t 
know. I wish you would speak 
to me in a proper manner. It’s 
as if   you don’t know who I am.

JONES: Very sorry, sir. I’ll 
be more careful from now on. 
But, ahem, let’s get back to busi-
ness. So, my sources tell me that 
you’re not very well-liked. What 
do you have to say about that?

CORRECT: Well Jones, I’ll 
be frank with you. I simply do 
not have strong feelings on  the 
matter. Should these imbecile 
teenagers choose to despise me, 
so be it. Honestly, I only per-
sist for their sake, and yet they 
choose to look down on what I 
do. It’s infuriating, but I’ve got-
ten used to it by now.

JONES: Do you have to be 
like this even when you’re off  
the job?

CORRECT: What do you 
mean, “like this?”

JONES: Like a stuck up foo 
is what. Y u always actin like 
that man? No body is aksing 
you to be like this rn.

CORRECT: Excuse me, 
Mr. Jones? Perhaps you meant, 
“Like a stuck-up fool is what. 
Why are you always acting like 
that, man? Nobody is asking 
you to be like this right now.”

 

JONES: Nah but dis exactly 
what im talking about bro! So 
outta pocket.

CORRECT: Out of  pocket, 
Jones. Out of  pocket.

JONES: Outa pocket

CORRECT: Order pockets

JONES: This is why evrey-
body manualy overrides all of  
your stupid suggetsions. Learn 
to take a hint!

We’ve all had experiences 
with autocorrect whether they 
may be good, bad, or both. Es-
pecially during online learning, 
he’s literally everywhere. Some-
times it’s really such a pain.

There have, of  course, been 
plenty of  circumstances where 
autocorrect completely changes 
what I’m trying to say in the 
Zoom chat. “Naturl selection is 
possible due to gentic varaiton” 
becoming “Nature section is 
possible due to teen variety” is 
an example (if  you didn’t know, 
this actually happened). Like 
what? “Selection” wasn’t even 
spelled wrong in the first place!

Other times, autocorrect is 
our lifesaver. When autocorrect 
is actually doing his job like he’s 
supposed to, he helps us fix our 
spelling mistakes and changes 
the gibberish that we wrote into 
something coherent, like fixing 
“adkdert” into “awkward.”

But yo, let’s be honest. Why 

is it always autocapitalizing my 
sentences? I’m trying to sound 
like a smoove dude yo like I’m 
chillin’ but autocorrect always 
making me sound like I’m send-
ing an e-mail to my teacher. 
“Dear Mr. Honner” should not 
be written in the same tone as 
“you down to hang out tn?” I 
blame autocorrect for the ab-
sence of  my Valentine this year.

But this also leads to another 
problem. We’re losing our abil-
ity to spell.

I’ve noticed that I’ve been 
relying on autocorrect too heav-
ily lately, and this has caused me 
to forget how to spell the sim-
plest of  words like “dumb.” I 
have an overwhelming urge to 
spell it as “dum.” Why is Eng-
lish spelling so weird anyway?

But at the same time, who 
cares if  I forget how to spell 
words? I know I can’t be the 
only one. Besides, everyone is 
already becoming dumber any-
way. What greater harm can 
misspelling do?

Who knows, maybe when we 
all go back to in-person school 
and there’s no more autocorrect 
to help us, teachers of  all grades 
will have to start giving weekly 
spelling tests again.

Honest to god, the degree 
to which I’ve misspelled things 
and still produced intelligible 
sentences is a hate crime.

Even now, as I type thise, au-
tocorrect is maesing up my sen-
tences. Stop changing my owrds 
and not fixing my real misatkes!

Autocorect, Your Not Being Helpful

Two Engineers Escape the Earth on Perseverance Rover
By NORA MILLER

While the majority of  us 
have spent a year planning our 
escape from COVID-stricken 
Earth, few have actually suc-
ceeded. However, according to a 
report published by NASA, two 
engineers, previously thought to 
have disappeared, have escaped 
Earth via the Perseverance rov-
er. 

The NASA team first dis-
covered this while logging on 
to the computer to receive the 
rover’s first sound recordings. 
According to scientist Dr. Wil-
liam Rice, “I was just about to 
listen to some space wind when 
I started hearing what sounded 
just like Rob[ert D’Tach] and 
[Dr.] Jenna [Flydaway] singing 
‘I’m Leaving On a Jet Plane.’” 
Though Rice initially thought 
it was a prank, he and his col-
leagues confirmed that D’Tach 
and Flydaway were on Mars 
after their Instagram accounts 
were flooded with red-planet 
selfies. 

Despite the initial shock, 
few were surprised by the de-
tails of  the disappearances. 
Flydaway’s husband, Enipt Fly-
daway, described seeing a letter 
on the kitchen table the night 
before she disappeared: “I woke 
up, and I saw this piece of  pa-
per addressed to our four-year-
old daughter, and all it said was, 
‘Mommy is going bye-bye for a 
year.’ So I thought about it for 
a good five minutes, and I re-

alized that what she probably 
meant was she was going to 
Mars. Unless she meant to im-
ply that she was trying to file a 
divorce, but eh.” 

Moreover, both scientists 
were reported to have suffered 
extreme COVID fatigue prior 
to disappearing. D’Tach’s room-
mate, Abe Endond, reported 
that D’Tach had gotten sick of  
being cooped up in their small 
apartment and had perhaps 
viewed the spacious rover as an 
alternative. “If  there’s one thing 
I hope,” he lamented. “It’s that 
it wasn’t because of  my cooking. 
I know Rob never liked my food 
much, but going to Mars to avoid 
it is just too much.” An internal 
investigation also found that 
Flydaway and D’Tach were re-
sponsible for changing the mes-
sages sent to alien civilizations 
from the original, “Pls come 
here we humans are awesome,” 
to “SEND HELP WE’RE DY-
ING LMAO.”  

Though it is not entirely 
clear how Flydaway and D’Tach 
got onto the rocket, prelimi-
nary results of  the investigation 
point to poor oversight. Both 
Flydaway and D’Tach were me-
chanical engineers working on 
the body of  the rover and had 
modified the design to contain 
a few extra cubic meters for, as 
they put it, “stuff.” Their super-
visor approved the plan with-
out question, noting that “who 
the hell knows what kind of  
crazy $%#* you might find out 

there?”
Poor security also played a 

role. As one anonymous secu-
rity guard confessed, “I just re-
member waking up at like two 
in the morning and seeing these 

two people right in front of  my 
desk trying on Buzz Aldrin’s 
old spacesuit, and I honestly 
thought I was in a dream, so I 
went back to sleep. Like, how 
was I supposed to know they 
didn’t belong there?” 

Despite the humiliation of  
allowing two engineers to escape 
the earth unnoticed, NASA is 
trying to take advantage of  the 
situation. Remarkably enough, 
though they failed to bring any 
oxygen, food, or water with 
them, Flydaway and D’Tach are 
still alive. While there have been 

many scientific explanations for 
this, the most prominent has 
been that Flydaway and D’Tach 
were never human. As director 
of  the NASA Center for Hu-
man Respiration Dr. Foni Er-

satz said, “A lot of  people have 
been asking us how this could 
even have occurred, and honest-
ly, we have no clue. Please don’t 
ask us. However, we do know 
from our recent studies that 99 
percent of  humans deprived of  
oxygen die immediately, so in 
my estimation, Flydaway and 
D’Tach are probably aliens.” 

If  this theory were to be 
true, it would create a host of  
new scientific debates. Scien-
tists would need to explain 
their absurdly low energy needs 
compared to other creatures 

to which some have already 
proposed that Flydaway and 
D’Tach simply photosynthe-
sized. However, even this would 
not adequately explain their es-
cape, since most photosynthetic 
creatures, when asked, prefer to 
stay put. 

Another popular theory, 
The Net Breath theory, claims 
that while COVID-19 takes the 
breath away from most patients, 
it makes up for it by giving extra 
breath to a select few who have 
been deemed “worthy” by the 
virus, including Flydaway and 
D’Tach. While, for obvious rea-
sons, we were unable to inter-
view the coronavirus to verify 
or refute this, some scientists, 
including Dr. Ersatz, believe the 
theory could have merit.

Rather, Ersatz suggested, we 
should focus on the scientific 
implications of  this new discov-
ery. “If  there are some who are 
able to survive in space with-
out oxygen, then we are defi-
nitely going about space travel 
the wrong way. What’s the use 
of  programming robots to do 
something when you can just 
make a human do it? Imagine 
the money we would save on 
oxygen tanks,” she exclaimed. 
She proposed conducting a 
large-scale study on whether 
COVID-19 infection really does 
convey respiratory superpowers 
to a small percentage of  people. 
The results of  such a study, as 
she put it, could be “breathtak-
ing.” 
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Inside the Stuyvesant Math Team
By ESHAAL UBAID

The Mathletes scribble fu-
riously as the clock ticks down 
to the end of  11th period. One 
crumples up a piece of  paper 
and tosses it into another di-
mension off-screen. Another 
begins sobbing behind a mute 
button. Most have sweat drip-
ping down their faces onto their 
papers as the few massive brains 
participating in the meet breeze 
through their problem sets with 
minimal struggle. 

“It had to do with sin(32°). 
32°? Why couldn’t it be a nice 
number?” an anonymous soph-
omore breaks down soon after 
the meet. So-called “Group 
Therapy Zooms” have become 
a common practice after months 
of  meets that leave Mathletes’ 
souls drained and in desperate 
need of  stress relief.

Despite the exceeding pres-
sure they face on a daily basis, 
math team kids would rather 
swallow a raw egg yolk whole 
than leave the group. After ex-
tensive analysis into the com-
plex culture of  the math team, it 
can be concluded that sessions 
are based around ritual-like ac-
tivities and rather elaborate “in-
side jokes.” To gain further in-
sight, The Spectator decided to 
launch an investigation into the 
math team’s practices. The first 
thing we uncovered was a long-
standing battle between the 
penguin and the panda lovers, 
each believing in the superiority 
of  their chosen animal over the 
other.

“There’s a thing about, uh, 
penguins,” freshman Mikayla 
Lin explained when asked about 
the team’s inside jokes. “Pen-
guins are inherently better than 
pandas. Anyone who says oth-
erwise is wrong. They just are. 
I will cover my math presenta-
tions with penguins until the day 
I die.” No further context could 
be obtained as she hurriedly 
waddled away from the inter-

view, accusing the interviewers 
of  being “panda cult” members. 

Through the course of  more 
interviews, we confirmed that 
freshman math team members 
are passionate about defending 
penguins or pandas. Members 
who supported penguins would 
also occasionally sacrifice scien-
tific calculators to appease them. 
Students from other grades, 

while rightfully intrigued, were 
unaware of  this development, 
with the general consensus that 
they were deeply afraid of  to-
day’s freshmen.

An anonymous junior re-
sponded, “I don’t know about 
penguins, but we do occasion-
ally pay our respects to Larry 
the Logarithms Lord. But who 
doesn’t? He does so much for 
us mortals.” Our interviewer 
refused to continue because 
frankly, she was too weirded out 

to continue. Larry’s purpose re-
mains unknown.

We proceeded to observe 
math team classes across all 
grades. Things seemed to run 
smoothly at first, with the occa-
sional sound of  crying drown-
ing out other screams of  frus-
tration. However, we compiled 
a list of  questionable behaviors 
we observed throughout the 

sessions:
• The freshman math team 

teacher opened the class 
with a daily reminder that 
“the Continental Math-
ematics League (CML) 
contest must burn for it is 
the culmination of  every-
thing wrong with this so-
ciety.” We uncovered that 
this was due to repeated 
errors of  CML contest 
writers throughout the 
year, though the environ-

ment regarding this on the 
team was far more hostile 
than one would expect.

• The mentioning of  Jam-
board group work led 
to the spamming of  
“STICKY NOTE” in the 
Zoom chat. We have since 
discovered that there is 
a history of  abusing the 
sticky note feature on 

Jamboard, with students 
creating slides covered in 
the neon squares and oth-
ers creating timeless works 
of  art with them. The na-
ture of  their popularity 
has led teachers to elimi-
nate Jamboard from class 
discussions.

• In the middle of  a lecture, a 
junior unmuted to scream 
“LARRRRYYYYYYY!” 
This prompted a chorus 
of  screams honoring Lar-

ry the Logarithms Lord. It 
stopped just as suddenly 
as it had started, and the 
teacher resumed with no 
comments.

• A repetitive theme of  
penguins. As per the timer 
we had set up after notic-
ing this, we found that the 
freshman team could not 
go more than 3.14 seconds 
before making some ob-
scure penguin reference. 
This was uncomfortable.

• In every grade’s team, 
there was a break mid-
session solely dedicated to 
praising the AMC 10 writ-
ers. Note: upon later in-
quiry, the members hissed 
at one of  our observers at 
the mention of  the AMC 
12. The reason was un-
known. Our observer is 
currently attending thera-
py for the trauma.

It was undoubtedly beautiful 
watching these elements come 
together to form the culture 
of  this team. Nonsensical word 
vomit blended into a delightful 
experience for anyone not di-
rectly involved with math. Hear-
ing a teaching assistant scold the 
top five students for forgetting 
that zero existed was music to 
the ears. All of  these students 
were bound together by a love 
for quadratics and the apparent 
desire to torture themselves with 
base problems. Seasoned math-
ematicians and those just begin-
ning to approach the beasts of  
two variable algebra worksheets 
all shared a common goal.

As of  now, no one can truly 
explain the intricacies of  the 
cult-like atmospheres within 
the math team family. Why 
penguins? How do we appease 
Larry the Logarithms Lord? Is 
one truly equal to two as many 
members have attempted to 
prove? And what on earth is the 
spicy history between the fresh-
man math team and pandas? 
The world may never know.

By KRISTA PROTEASA 

If  you’ve ever breathed air, 
you’ll know that Lucky Charms 
are “magically delicious,” as 
per Lucky the Leprechaun’s 
wise words. But have you ever 
stopped to truly understand the 
methodology behind such deli-
ciousness? I bet not. But that’s 
my job! I hope you’ll feel enlight-
ened by the time you reach the 
last line.

As I’m sure you all know, 
the shapes of  the marshmallows 
found in every Lucky Charms 
package are hearts, shooting 
stars, horseshoes, green clovers, 
blue moons, rainbows, red bal-
loons, and hourglasses. Wikipe-
dia will tell you these shapes have 
no significance other than merely 
being colorful, but DEBUNK-
ING TIME! These shapes come 
from real objects that Lucky the 
Leprechaun transformed into 
marshmallows on his mother’s 
66th birthday. All he wanted to 
do was make her proud, and 
since she notoriously enjoyed 
marshmallows, he saw it as the 
only logical thing to do. Lucky 
went to the large oak tree in his 
backyard and stole all of  the sug-
ar from Keebler elf ’s home. The 
two have been backyard-mates 
since 1997, but that’s irrelevant. 

Well, the more you know?
Something you might not 

have picked up from the Keebler 
elf ’s TV exposure is that his 
sugar is actually laced with tree 
sap. Thus, his sugar is uninten-
tionally laced with squirrel fur 
and bird feathers. Lucky found 
this sugar incredibly potent and 

stirred it with all the real ob-
jects (the hearts, shooting stars, 
horseshoes, green clovers, blue 
moons, rainbows, red balloons, 
and hourglasses) in a big pot. As 
his wooden spoon swirled round 
and round, the mixtures turned 
incredibly gelatinous (probably 
because of  the sketchy pigeon 
feathers) and were ready to be 
set into molds.

Lucky matched each goop 
with a pile of  the objects they 
were made of  and covered each 
remaining object he had with it. 
That’s right! If  you look really 
closely at your Lucky Charms 
horseshoe-shaped marshmal-
lows, you’ll find horseshoes. Leg-
end has it that you can still hear 

the horses they came from.
After concocting his treats, 

Lucky raced to his mother, who 
had an allergic reaction to the 
clover-shaped marshmallows. 
Aside from the anaphylactic 
shock she went into, she actually 
liked the marshmallows, but they 
were missing something.

Lucky’s mother went to dis-
turb the Keebler elf  and stole his 

silly hat. He was hiding the secret 
ingredient for his cookies in that 
hat, which is why he now wears 
a hat similar to Papa Smurf ’s as 
a replacement until his new hat 
arrives—in approximately 300 
years. This secret ingredient is 
so secret that even Mr. Keebler 
doesn’t know what it is. The only 

thing Lucky’s mom knew, for 
that matter, was that this intrigu-
ing powder Mr. Keebler kept in 
his hat turned his cookies from 
drab to fab. She added the pow-
der to the goop and they began 
to twinkle and turn neon colors.

Sure enough, the marshmal-
lows became edible. Edible to the 
degree that they were beloved by 
toddlers and no one else.

Now that the pair had a 
very profitable product on their 
hands, the only thing left to do 
was to profit from it. They sold 
Mr. Keebler’s powder and sugar 
back to him for double the price 
just for giggles and went around 
the forest promising eternal 
youth and happiness to any 
woodland creature who would 
agree to buy at least a pound of  
the marshmallows. The original 
placebo effect, if  you couldn’t 
tell.

The woodland creatures scur-
ried along and played schoolyard 
games for the rest of  eternity af-
ter ingesting the fateful shapes. 
Lucky then wore his special belt 
on a trip to the big city where he 
signed a contract with a fellow 
named General Mills, who was 
very respected in the military. 
Just like that, Lucky’s Charms 
was shortened to Lucky Charms, 
and he was now the face of  his 
own product. Since he signed 
51 percent of  the company over 
to General Mills, he naturally 
couldn’t control anything except 
the shot of  his face they would 
put on the packaging.

In conclusion, my friends, 
you’re eating balloon goop ev-
ery time you chow down on the 
Charms of  Sir Lucky. Relish the 
fruits of  his labor, I guess.

How Are Lucky Charms So Magically Delicious?

If  you’ve ever breathed air, you’ll know that Lucky 
Charms are “magically delicious,” as per Lucky the 
Leprechaun’s wise words. But have you ever stopped 

to truly understand the methodology behind such deli-
ciousness?



Page 25The Spectator ● March 17, 2021

Sports
Sports Editorial

Jeremy Lin Speaks Out on Anti-Asian Violence 
By TAEE CHI 

and AIDAN LOOK

Vichar Ratanapakdee, an 
84-year-old immigrant from 
Thailand, was strolling through 
his San Francisco neighbor-
hood on the morning of  Janu-
ary 28 when a hooded man 
sprinted across the street and 
violently slammed him to the 
ground. The deadly assault 
left Ratanapakdee in an un-
conscious state, and the po-
lice later reported that he had 
passed away due to a brain 
hemorrhage caused by the at-
tack. Though the perpetrator 
was eventually arrested for 
murder and elder abuse, the 
incident was more than just a 
case of  harrasment. Rather, it’s 
part of  a wider trend of  hate-
fueled crimes against the Asian 
community spiking in recent 
months. 

Since the start of  the CO-
VID-19 pandemic last spring, 
Asian Americans have been 
victims of  hate crimes at an 
alarmingly higher rate than 
in previous years. New York 
City and Los Angeles in par-
ticular have reported the most 
crimes motivated by anti-Asian 
sentiment. Stop AAPI Hate, a 
nonprofit organization created 
to address the rise in xenopho-
bia and bigotry resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, re-

ceived 2,808 reports of  anti-
Asian discrimination between 
March and December of  2020. 
The pattern has continued 
into 2021, and President Joe 
Biden signed an executive or-
der denouncing anti-Asian hate 
crimes shortly after he was in-
augurated in January.

Jeremy Lin, a nine-year 
NBA veteran and current start-
ing point guard for the Golden 
State Warriors’ G League af-
filiate team, has spoken out 
against recent anti-Asian at-
tacks through his social media 
platforms. In a recent Face-
book post, Lin expressed a 
common sentiment among the 
Asian community that is mainly 
a result of  the model minority 
myth. Asian Americans are of-
ten pitted against other minor-
ity groups and portrayed as the 
“ideal” immigrants. The result 
is the perpetuation of  harmful 
stereotypes and expectations 
that all Asian people are sup-
posed to live up to.

What’s wrong with being 
associated with a group of  
people who are seen as “suc-
cessful” or “hard-working?” 
For one, the model minority 
myth harms Asian Americans 
by setting standards that are 
virtually impossible to meet for 
many members of  the Asian 
community. For instance, while 
Asians are often expected to 

thrive financially, the pay of  
AAPI women who work full-
time, year-round can be as low 
as 52 cents for every dollar paid 
to white men. The lowest wag-
es among the AAPI group are 
earned by Burmese women (52 
cents for every dollar paid to 
white men) and Nepali women 
(54 cents for every dollar paid 
to white men). The idea that 
all Asians should be wealthy 
ignores the disparities in their 
available resources, which is 
evident by this wage gap alone. 

The model minority myth 
also harms other minority 
groups. These minority groups 
are often told to view the “suc-
cess” of  Asian Americans as 
something they must strive 
and work hard for. This con-
cept downplays the racism that 
Asian Americans, Black Ameri-
cans, and all other minority 
groups face in America. They 
are told that working hard re-
sults in success that will allow 
them to “overcome” the op-
pression that they face. Once 
they do become “successful,” 
the racism and discrimination 
that they once dealt with is sud-
denly erased. Society believes 
that a group cannot be op-
pressed or face racism if  they 
have the ability to achieve such 
success. The model minority 
myth creates a toxic hierarchy 
among minority groups that 

prevents society from making 
true progress for racial equality 
while allowing white people to 
maintain their role as the op-
pressors.

In an Instagram post, Lin 
wrote, “We are tired of  being 
told that we don’t experience 
racism,” which has seemingly 
become normalized today. He 
described the various forms 
of  racism that Asian Ameri-
cans deal with on a daily basis, 
from having the shape of  their 
eyes mocked to being told that 
they look like every other Asian 
person. Yet, he points out that 
society treats the struggles 
of  Asian Americans, includ-
ing poverty, like they “aren’t 
as real.” The model minority 
myth is detrimental to the rec-
ognition of  struggles within 
the Asian American commu-
nity, and as these struggles 
continue to go unnoticed, ste-
reotypes and discrimination 
against Asian Americans wors-
en while expectations increase.

The basketball star revealed 
that he was once called “coro-
navirus” during a basketball 
game. Though NBA officials 
are looking into Lin’s claim, the 
32-year-old stated that he won’t 
name the perpetrator, insist-
ing that he only wants to raise 
general awareness of  the issue 
facing Asian Americans. When 
inquired further about when 

he first became conscious of  
racism against Asians on the 
court, Lin replied, “I never re-
ally thought that much about it 
until […] I started to play really 
competitively.” Lin also stated 
that he was often called racial 
slurs during his time playing 
at Harvard University: “Yeah, 
multiple times […] talking 
about my eyes, talking about 
different stereotypes, talking 
about going back to China, 
things like that.” 

Lin has said that he has 
taken more pride in his identity 
as a result of  the rise in hate 
crimes directed toward Asians. 
“I’m actually more than okay 
being the Asian basketball 
player if  that means that I can 
do things like this, which is 
stand up for and have a voice 
for the unheard,” he said.

Though most of  us don’t 
have an online following as big 
as the basketball star’s, we must 
all take an active role in com-
bating anti-Asian racism. We 
need to put aside our differ-
ences and combine our voices 
in order to break the cycle of  
violence and bring about real 
change. As Lin put it, “Hear 
[others’] stories, expand your 
perspective, [and] stop com-
paring experiences. I believe 
this generation can be differ-
ent. But we will need empathy 
and solidarity to get there.”

By SHAFIUL HAQUE

The Manchester City FC-
Liverpool FC fixture has al-
ways been an exciting match 
to watch in the last decade. 
The two sides are in constant 
competition to emerge as Pre-
mier League champions, and 
with star players such as Liv-
erpool’s Mohamed Salah and 
City’s Kevin De Bruyne, there 
is a lot of  anticipation behind 
the game. Last season, when 
the two sides met at Anfield, 
Liverpool emerged victorious, 
starting a win streak that ulti-
mately crowned them Premier 
League title winners. Man-
chester City finished in second 
place that season, 18 points 
behind Liverpool, and many 
speculated that City manager 
Pep Guardiola’s time at the 
club was over. However, seven 
months later, Manchester City 
is 11 points clear at the top 
of  the Premier League table. 
Guardiola’s men sustained a 
21-match winning streak in all 
competitions before Manches-
ter United defeated them at 
Etihad Stadium 2-0. Because 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic, 
almost all clubs have suffered 
through sickness or loss of  
form, and Manchester City has 
had its fair share of  problems 
as well. The question is, how 
have the Cityzens maintained 
this victory run? Was it just a 
case of  their considerable fi-
nancial investment aiding the 
club, or did Guardiola find the 

right solutions to his problems 
by implementing a strong sys-
tem?

Before the 2019-2020 sea-
son ended, City said farewell to 
some of  its main squad play-
ers. Winger Leroy Sané left 
for FC Bayern Munich, center 
back Nicolás Otamendi left 
for SL Benfica, and club leg-
end David Silva departed for 
Real Sociedad. As a replace-
ment, Guardiola brought in 
Ferran Torres from Valencia 
and center backs Rúben Dias 
and Nathan Aké from Benfica 
and AFC Bournemouth, re-
spectively. He also promoted 
young starlet Phil Foden, who 
is now playing a bigger role in 
the squad, to the main team. 
At the beginning of  the sea-
son, things were looking shaky 
for the Blues, who suffered a 
5-2 loss against Leicester City 
FC in September. Guardiola 
faced immediate pressure, 
finding himself  at 14th place 
at one point, so he began to 
switch up his options. He stuck 
to a normal 4-3-3 formation, 
which switched up to a 4-2-3-1 
at times, and his main strategy 
was to control possession and 
look for openings. 

With Aké suffering from 
an injury and Eric García 
wishing for a move to FC Bar-
celona, Guardiola stuck with 
Portuguese center back Dias 
and English center back John 
Stones in the heart of  City’s 
defense. Dias has incredible 
influence on the team, and 

though Stones had a difficult 
last season, he has performed 
exceptionally well lately. The 
duo has one of  the best de-
fensive records in Europe, 
conceding just six goals in 18 
games together. As for full 
backs, Guardiola has benched 
left back Benjamin Mendy and 
instead played either left back 

Oleksandr Zinchenko, right 
back Kyle Walker, or alternat-
ing full back João Cancelo. 
Zinchenko and Cancelo have 
greatly improved since last 
season, and Walker has been a 
revelation for the Cityzens with 
his incredible speed. These full 
backs have always given their 
best on the pitch and contrib-
uted to City’s defensive record.

After Guardiola solved 
City’s defensive problems, he 
focused on improving their 
midfield and attacking threat. 
For defensive midfield, he 
stuck with the Spaniard Ro-
drigo “Rodri” Hernández Cas-
cante or the Brazilian Fernan-

do “Fernandinho” Luiz Roza, 
both displaying impressive 
performances. As for City’s at-
tack, star player Sergio Agüero 
suffered from a knee and ham-
string injury along with COV-
ID-19, and creative playmaker 
De Bruyne dealt with a muscle 
injury. Guardiola needed to 
find the perfect solution yet 

again, and he did with German 
İlkay Gündoğan. In previous 
seasons, Gündoğan has played 
a defensive role in midfield, 
but Guardiola has allowed him 
to set the tempo and keep the 
ball moving quickly this sea-
son. Currently, the German is 
enjoying his best goal-scoring 
season, with 13 goals in 30 
games. It’s not only Gündoğan 
who stepped up in place of  the 
injured as well. Bernardo Silva 
and Foden have been a massive 
contribution to the team, keep-
ing consistent performances 
when they play in midfield. Ad-
ditionally, attackers such as Ra-
heem Sterling, Riyad Mahrez, 

Gabriel Jesus, and Torres have 
been performing well this sea-
son. All have played an equal 
part in scoring goals and mak-
ing assists in the final third.

The main reason Manches-
ter City has functioned effi-
ciently as a team this season is 
because of  its chemistry and 
excellent performances. It’s 
not just a single player steal-
ing all the credit, but rather the 
whole team working together. 
From City’s incredible defen-
sive record to its impressive 
attacking output against their 
opponents, it’s no wonder that 
the squad is enjoying life at 
the top of  the Premier League 
table. Many avid soccer fans 
argue that the only reason City 
is at the top is because of  its 
extensive budget support after 
being purchased by Abu Dhabi 
United Group. While it is true 
that City has been able to find 
replacements for injured play-
ers with ease, money does not 
equate to chemistry. You can 
have all the money and star 
players you want, but if  the 
players don’t have an under-
standing of  the game plan with 
one another, your team will 
have a problem on its hands. 
Even with the devastating loss 
against Manchester United, it’s 
pretty clear that Manchester 
City will continue to dominate 
the Premier League, and if  
team chemistry and compo-
sure are maintained, they can 
possibly contest for European 
trophies. 

Manchester City’s Unstoppable Record

Soccer

From City’s incredible defensive record to 
its impressive attacking output against their 
opponents, it’s no wonder that the squad is 

enjoying life at the top of  the Premier League 
table.
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By AIDAN LOOK

1. How long have you been 
on the Stuyvesant football 
team?

Four years.

2. What is your strategy for 
constantly improving your-
self ?

Setting tangible short term 
goals (like hitting a certain num-
ber in the weight room) in pur-
suit of  long term goals (being 

the best athlete I can be)! 

3. What’s one of  the big-
gest obstacles you’ve faced 
while playing football?

As a freshman, I was inexpe-
rienced and undersized. Going 
through football practice and 
conditioning was a living hell for 
me. But because of  that [chal-
lenge], I worked all off-season to 
get to the right size and strength, 
which took a lot of  persistence 
and commitment. Now, work-
ing out and improving myself  
physically [are] less of  a hassle 
and more of  a passion. 

4. What position do 
you play? What skills and 
strengths are involved?

Defensive back. One of  the 
hardest parts of  playing the po-
sition is being able to anticipate 
the receiver’s moves and drive 
on the ball when needed. The 
coverages can also get quite 
complicated.

5. What was your proudest 
or most memorable moment 
with the Stuyvesant Peglegs?

Probably the first home 
game of  my sophomore sea-
son. All summer long, the team 
struggled to get anything going 
on both sides of  the ball. Pull-
ing off  a win against our rivals, 
Petrides, in a literal lake was very 
satisfying. 

6. What does a typical 

practice day look like?
Warm ups, indies (individ-

ual position drills), followed by 
tackling drills, team practice and 
scrimmage, then finally, condi-
tioning (this can be running gas-
sers or holding the rope).

 
7. Funniest teammate?
Zhen Jie Huang. Literal 

clown. 

Favorite food: Tacos. 
Favorite class: History 

class. 
Hobbies: Reading, playing 

saxophone, working out. 
Favorite movie(s) or 

show(s): The Conan O’Brien 
Show and Kung Fu Hustle.

By MAX SCHNEIDER

I love football. I’ve watched 
since I was five years old, and 
I am a die-hard Denver Bron-
cos fan. Thus, I felt the sadness 
shared across the country from 
the loss of  Vincent Jackson. 
A three-time Pro Bowl Wide 
Receiver, Jackson retired in 
2018 after 12 years in the NFL 
to spend more time with his 
wife and three kids. That time 
was lost on February 15, 2021, 
when Jackson was found dead 
in a hotel room in Florida. He 
was 38 years old and had no 
serious diseases. At least, he 
was believed to have no dis-
eases. While we won’t know 
the certain cause of  death un-
til an autopsy is completed, it 
is suspected that Jackson suf-
fered from chronic alcoholism 
and the NFL’s biggest medical 
problem: chronic traumatic en-
cephalopathy (CTE).

CTE is a progressive and 
fatal brain disease that stems 
from repeated brain trauma. 
When someone has CTE, a 
protein called tau clumps up, 
killing brain cells. According to 
the Concussion Legacy Foun-
dation, early symptoms of  CTE 
are impulse control problems, 
depression, aggression, and 
paranoia. Later symptoms be-
come even more serious. These 
include memory loss, confu-
sion, impaired judgment, and 
eventually progressive demen-
tia. As studies and tests for CTE 
progress, more and more NFL 
players, as well as military veter-
ans and boxers are being found 
to have had CTE, and more and 
more are dying from it.

One such player is Junior 
Seau. A Hall of  Fame middle 
linebacker, Junior Seau shot 
himself  in the chest in 2012. 
After his death, his brain was 
studied, and it was found that 
he had a serious case of  CTE 
that led to depression and even-
tual suicide. Junior Seau was a 
fierce player who had several 
concussions according to his 
ex-wife, Gina DeBoer Seau. 
The true number will never be 
known due to the NFL’s toxic 
culture of  hiding injuries to 
avoid being benched. As Junior 

Seau’s teammate, Gary Plum-
mer, told the LA Times, “Your 
entire life, that is probably your 
most revered characteristic as a 
player––your toughness, your 
ability to handle pain, your 
ability to overcome adversity 
[…] Junior [Seau] was obvi-
ously very good at it. He’d play 
through ridiculous pain that 
some people wouldn’t even get 
out of  bed with to go to an of-
fice job. Sometimes you play 
a game with those.” Plummer 
has also said that if  a linebacker 
doesn’t see stars at least five 
times a game, he isn’t doing his 
job. 

Junior Seau’s diagnosis led 
to a widespread investiga-
tion across football. 
Over 2,000 players 
sued the NFL over 
concussions they 
received, and 
other deceased 
players were 
found to 
have also had 
CTE. A year 
later, Aaron 
Her nandez , 
a star tight 
end for 
the New 
E n g l a n d 
Pa t r i o t s , 
was arrest-
ed for the 
murder of  
Odin Lloyd. 
While serving 
a life sentence, 
Hernandez hanged him-
self  with a bedsheet. His brain 
was studied, and he was found 
to have stage three CTE, mean-
ing he had the worst CTE ever 
found in someone under the 
age of  46. While CTE is not an 
excuse for Hernandez’s actions, 
it likely played a factor. 

To this day, the most ex-
pansive and effective study on 
CTE and how it relates to foot-
ball was conducted by Boston 
University in 2017. Led by Dr. 
Ann McKee, the study exam-
ined 202 brains from deceased 
football players. According to 
their results, published in The 
Journal of  the American Medi-
cal Association, 177 brains had 
signs of  CTE. This number in-

cludes 110 of  111 tested NFL 
players, some of  whom are part 
of  the 101 professional players 
with severe CTE (Stage 3 or 4). 
Those with severe CTE were 
found to have an 85 percent 
chance of  having dementia and 
a 95 percent chance of  having 
cognitive symptoms. As Dr. 
McKee put it, “It is no longer 
debatable whether or not there 
is a problem in football—there 
is a problem.” She is right. It 
is clear CTE is a serious prob-
lem both for the diagnosed and 
those around them. Also clear 
is the fact that football isn’t go-
ing anywhere. It remains the 

b i g g e s t 
sport 

i n 

t h e 
country and 

rakes in billions of  dol-
lars every year. Unless some-
thing changes, CTE will remain. 
This change needs to be sweep-
ing and come from the top of  
the sport––the NFL and its 
players. 

The NFL Players Asso-
ciation just negotiated the new 
Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment with the NFL. According 
to NFL Players Association’s 
website, their achievements re-
lated to CTE were setting aside 
$100 million to CTE research 
at Harvard University, creat-
ing a crisis hotline for players, 
coaches, and their families, and 
getting independent concus-
sion experts to evaluate players 
when they exhibit symptoms. 
This progress is a great start. 

The research will help the play-
ers take next steps with the 
league. The hotline may save 
players grappling with suicide, 
and the independent experts 
can get rid of  the toxic cul-
ture of  letting your players play 
through injury if  that gives your 
team their best chance to win. 
However, these efforts missed 
the most important thing. Play-
ers are still taking hits to the 
head! Repeated studies have 
shown that football in its cur-
rent form is causing major neu-
rological problems, and nothing 
is actually going to change. The 
players need to step back and 
realize that if  they don’t take 
less hits to the head, they could 
be condemning themselves to 
CTE and thus the aforemen-
tioned symptoms. Whether it is 
through better helmets, play-
ing less, or changing rules, 
the executives need to make 
it happen.

That point brings 
us to the league. 
League officials 
have notori-
ously skirted 
d i s c u s s i o n s 

about CTE, not 
even acknowl-

edging its existence 
until 2016, when they 

were forced to face the 
topic in a session with Con-

gress. Since then, the league has 
said practically nothing about 
CTE, with commissioner Rog-
er Goodell’s last statement on 
the subject being from 2016. In 
fact, the league has done more 
to dismiss CTE. Cowboys own-
er Jerry Jones said in 2016, “It’s 
absurd [to] say there’s a relation-
ship [between] CTE and play-
ing football.” This dismissal is 
a colossal and systematic failure 
on the part of  the NFL. Since 
Dr. McKee’s study, the NFL 
has done practically nothing, 
showing no regard for the play-
er’s risk of  getting CTE. This 
failure is shameful and needs to 
be remedied immediately. 

The problem is that the 
NFL has no reason to change. 
Fans like me have continued 
to watch every Sunday, and in 
a year when many people said 
they were going to boycott 

the NFL, the league had more 
viewers than ever before. This 
change won’t come down to 
necessity for the league. It must 
come down to their morals, 
not just for NFL players, but 
for all players. Every year, over 
one million children play high 
school football and subsequent-
ly knock heads. Even these high 
school games can result in early 
cases of  CTE. In that same Dr. 
McKee study, it was found that 
over 20 percent of  former high 
school players had CTE. This 
number ballooned to 91 per-
cent of  former college players. 
The burden to protect these 
children and young adults does 
not stem from Pop Warner, 
high schools, or the NCAA. It 
comes from the NFL. 

Fixing CTE will never hap-
pen. As with other brain dis-
eases, it will always exist. The 
NFL’s job is to minimize the 
risk of  players getting CTE 
without compromising the 
sport, which can be done in two 
ways: reducing the number of  
times the head is contacted and 
protecting the head from these 
hits. Reducing the number of  
times the head is contacted is 
difficult. One way to minimize 
this number is to encourage 
children to play flag football 
before playing real football as 
high schoolers and beyond. Ad-
ditionally, increasing penalties 
and fines stemming from illegal 
hits to the head should be a ne-
cessity. Softening the blow of  
head shots both figuratively and 
literally is equally challenging. 
This solution rests in the tech-
nology of  helmets. If  the NFL 
is willing to put up the money, 
helmets can be made better, 
and safety will increase.

Jackson died from injuries 
he sustained while playing a 
game for our entertainment. 
To think that this situation will 
continue to happen is appalling, 
and as a football fan, it makes 
me feel guilty. I love football for 
the beauty of  it. It is a wonder-
ful mix of  strategy, athleticism 
and teamwork. The NFL has a 
saying they have used countless 
times: It Takes All of  Us. They 
are right. Now they have to up-
hold their part. 

CTE: The NFL’s Downfall?

Sports Editorial
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Catching up With Defensive Back Derick Fang

Derick Fang
Grade: Senior
Height: 5’10”

Hair Color: Black
Eye Color: Brown

Date of  Birth: September 
22, 2002 
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By SATHIRTHA MONDAL

In the turbulent history of  
Houston, Texas, sports, the past 
few years have marked rock 
bottom for fans. The city has 
suffered countless humiliations, 
scandals, and losses in the past 
months alone. The last relief  
for Houston sports fans came 
in 2017 when the Houston As-
tros defeated the Los Angeles 
Dodgers to secure a World Se-
ries title, only to be tarnished by 
a cheating scandal. Since then, 
the city’s sports teams have 
been a mess, undergoing con-
tinuous decline. In particular, 
the departure of  elite players 
from Houston’s major league 
teams has dealt crushing blows 
to the city’s already weak sports 
culture, making one thing clear: 
the city officially has a problem 
on its hands. 

Rewind to the 2017 World 
Series, when the Astros de-
feated the Dodgers four games 
to three and clinched their first 
World Series in franchise his-
tory. The win ended one of  the 
worst decades in Astros his-
tory, one consisting of  the re-
tirement of  favorites like Jeff  
Bagwell, a losing record from 
2009 through 2014, and several 
consecutive 100-plus-loss sea-
sons. The victory also restored 
hope in Houston, which had 
recently been shattered by Hur-
ricane Harvey, one of  the costli-
est storms in U.S. history. The 
hope was short-lived, however, 
as an allegation arose accusing 

the Astros of  illicit sign steal-
ing or deciphering the signs of  
their opponent through tech-
nological aid. MLB confirmed 
the Astros’ flagrant cheating 
through an investigation and 
fined the team $5 million as a 
result. While the Astros were 
not stripped of  their title, their 
only championship was tainted 
with a reputation of  cheating. 

Since the scandal, the world 
has witnessed a long history of  
Houston sports that is nothing 
short of  depressing. Whether it 
be the Houston Rockets blow-
ing a 3-2 lead to the Golden 
State Warriors in the 2018 NBA 
playoffs or the Houston Texans 
blowing a 24-0 lead against the 
Kansas City Chiefs in the NFL 
divisional round, the city has al-
ways found a way to squander 
its chances. Accordingly, many 
frustrated stars have parted 
ways with Houston, leaving the 
Bayou City even more heartbro-
ken. 

The last year alone has seen 
the departure of  five major 
sporting stars from Houston. 
The most recent was the depar-
ture of  former Texans defensive 
end J.J. Watt, who reportedly 
signed with the Arizona Cardi-
nals on a two-year, up to $31 
million deal. The departure fol-
lowed an embarrassing 4-12 sea-
son record, which highlighted 
the Texans’ need to rebuild after 
countless self-inflicted damages. 
However, Watt showed disin-
terest in rebuilding. He holds 
the franchise record for both 

sacks and forced fumbles and 
was named Sports Illustrated’s 
Sportsperson of  the Year in 
2017. Evidently, he has had a 
legendary 10-year tenure with 
the Texans, but seeing that he 
is 32 and running out of  time, 
Watt emphasized his desire to 
play for a viable championship 
contender and potentially earn 
his first Super Bowl ring. 

About a year prior, the Tex-
ans dealt wide receiver DeAn-
dre Hopkins to the Cardinals 
after six seasons. The trade left 
a gaping hole in Houston’s of-
fense and began the Texans’ tu-
multuous season, leaving many 
perplexed as to why the team 
would release one of  their star 
offensive playmakers. Since the 
trade, Hopkins has thrived in 
Arizona, ranking third in the 
NFL in catches and fourth in 
receiving yards, while the Tex-
ans have suffered one of  their 
worst season records in fran-
chise history. Houston’s star 
quarterback Deshaun Watson 
has also implored the organi-
zation for his release. In spite 
of  his making it known that he 
never wants to play for the Tex-
ans again, the organization has 
instead granted him the ability 
to sit out the 2021 NFL sea-
son. However, sitting out means 
Watson may have to forfeit 
$20.2 million from his $156 mil-
lion contract extension, pay $50 
thousand daily fines, give up his 
game checks, and jeopardize his 
signing bonus, making it clear 
that the Texans are adamant on 

keeping their star quarterback, 
despite his misery. 

In December of  2020, the 
Rockets saw the departure of  
dominant point guard Russell 
Westbrook. The trade request 
shocked the sports world as 
Westbrook was coming out of  
an outstanding season in his 
franchise debut, averaging 27.2 
points, 7.9 rebounds, and seven 
assists per game. Though his 
tenure with the Rockets was 
short, Westbrook expressed dis-
content and frustration over the 
Rockets’ direction and lack of  
accountability. Eventually, the 
Washington Wizards and Rock-
ets agreed on a trade, landing 
Westbrook in Washington and 
former Wizards point guard 
John Wall in Houston.  

Two months later, in a four-
team trade, the Rockets sent for-
mer MVP and shooting guard 
James Harden to the Brook-
lyn Nets. The release came af-
ter a two-month trade request 
in which the former Rockets 
shooting guard attempted every 
means to agitate his release to 
the Brooklyn Nets. The Rockets 
last won back-to-back champi-
onships in 1994 and 1995 and 
have yet to advance to the finals 
since. Following yet another 
playoffs loss, Harden seriously 
doubted that the Rockets could 
be a championship contender. 
As a result, he pursued a differ-
ent team. To accelerate his trade 
request, he began to party and 
publicize it, violating the NBA’s 
COVID-19 protocols. Harden 

even avoided trading camp to 
attend parties and staged severe 
weight gain to force the trade, 
emphasizing his desperation 
to leave the city. Harden has 
thrived in Brooklyn, where he 
has displayed a strong case to be 
the MVP once more, averaging 
25.5 points, 11.4 assists, and 8.7 
rebounds per game. 

Harden’s move is not the 
last of  Houston’s sports trou-
bles, however. The Astros lost 
outfielder George Springer at 
the beginning of  2021. The an-
nouncement was finalized in a 
six-year deal worth $150 mil-
lion. Springer’s impact was un-
matched due to his formidable 
defensive and hitting abilities. 
He is also a three-time All-Star 
and winner of  the 2017 World 
Series MVP award. Thus, the 
Astros have some serious ad-
justments to make in order to 
offset the loss of  one of  the 
best in the game. 

While Houston has housed 
several star athletes over the 
years, its ability to retain the tal-
ent is lacking. While the city has 
struggled, its players have con-
tinually lost faith, leaving even 
more gaping holes. As the city 
faces countless humiliations and 
losses, it has been stripped of  its 
chance to be a premier sports 
city and has even declined to 
one of  the most miserable 
sports cities in the U.S. Houston 
has lost some serious star pow-
er, and rebuilding is more than 
necessary to revive its sports 
culture. 

Houston, We Have a Problem

The Dawn of  a New Rivalry
By NAKIB ABEDIN 

Lionel Messi and Cristia-
no Ronaldo have dominated 
soccer around the world for 
the last 15 years. However, 
as legendary as they are, they 
are both nearing the ends of  
their careers. As their ages 
slowly start to show and their 
performances decline, two 
young superstars have begun 
to shine bright. Erling Haa-
land, a 20-year-old striker for 
Borussia Dortmund, and Kyl-
ian Mbappé, a 22-year-old for-
ward for Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG), are taking over the 
thrones of  Messi and Ron-
aldo. Though it is very early 
on in their careers, they both 
just might have what it takes to 
surpass Messi and Ronaldo’s 
legacy.

Mbappé introduced him-
self  to the world stage in the 
2016-2017 season, when he 
helped take AS Monaco FC to 
the semi-finals of  the UEFA 
Champions League. He scored 
six goals in that campaign and 
put up incredible performanc-
es against Manchester City. 
The following season, he was 
signed by PSG, and in 2018, 
he shocked the world again by 
winning the World Cup with 
France at the age of  19. On 
the way to winning the tour-
nament, he encountered an 

Argentina side led by Messi, 
and he put up a legendary 
performance to help France 
win 4-3. Mbappé and Messi 
had another encounter in a re-
cent Champions League game 
featuring FC Barcelona and 
PSG. Mbappé once again put 
on a masterful performance 
and scored a hat trick to beat 
Barcelona 4-1. In the third 
showdown between him and 
Messi, Mbappé scored a pen-
alty to help PSG close out any 
chance of  a comeback from 
Barcelona. Though one might 
say that Mbappé was playing 
with better teammates in these 
encounters against Messi, his 
prolific scoring in both those 
games proved that he can eas-
ily compete with the very best.

In response to Mbappé’s 
heroics against Barcelona, 
Haaland also had one of  the 
most impressive games of  
his career. In a Champions 
League match against Sevilla 
FC, Haaland scored two goals 
and produced an assist to push 
Dortmund past Sevilla in a 3-2 
win. In an interview after the 
match, Haaland said, “When 
I saw Mbappé score the hat 
trick, I got free motivation, so 
thanks to him.” In the second 
leg, Haaland scored another 
two goals, which made him 
the fastest player ever to reach 
20 goals in the history of  the 

Champions League. Mbappé 
and Haaland are pushing each 
other to their very best, and 
the start of  a new rivalry is 
brewing.

Both Ronaldo and Messi 
have been knocked out of  
the Champions League in 
the Round of  16, the first 
time this has happened since 
2005. However, as the saying 
goes, there are no ends, only 
new beginnings. The careers 
of  Haaland and Mbappé will 
definitely soften the gradual 
decline of  Messi and Ron-
aldo. The rise of  Haaland and 
Mbappé begs the question: 
will they one day surpass their 
predecessors? Mbappé already 
has the World Cup that eluded 
Messi and Ronaldo for their 
entire careers. Despite be-
ing 20 years old, Haaland has 
scored 20 goals in 14 games 
in the Champions League. In 
comparison, it took Ronaldo 
30 games to get his first goal, 
and as of  right now, he is the 
highest scorer in the history of  
the competition. It took Messi 
40 games to reach 20 goals in 
the Champions League, and 
Haaland did it more than twice 
as quickly. It took Haaland and 
Mbappé 146 games and 180 
games to reach 100 goals, re-
spectively, whereas it took 
Messi and Ronaldo 210 games 
and 301 games, respectively. 

Haaland and Mbappé have 
had a better start to their ca-
reers than Messi and Ronaldo, 
and if  they continue to grow, 
the sky’s the limit for their po-
tential.

Unlike Haaland, Ronaldo 
started his career as a winger, 
which naturally made it harder 
to score. Ronaldo’s goal-scor-
ing really started to pick up 
after he gravitated toward cen-
tral positions, eventually turn-
ing into a striker. Haaland has 
the advantage of  starting his 
career as a poacher, meaning 
that he will probably have an 
easier time getting goals than 
Ronaldo did at the same age. 
Assuming Haaland can main-
tain his incredible goal-scoring 
ratio, he will be on track to 
surpass Ronaldo as the top 
scorer of  all time. 

Mbappé also has excit-
ing potential. If  he wins the 
Champions League within the 
next few years, he would es-
sentially complete a full career. 
He has nothing left to prove at 
the international level because 
he already won the World 
Cup. Success at the club level 
is the only thing he has left 
to accomplish. Even though 
he won several domestic tro-
phies with PSG, many soc-
cer fans argue that they don’t 
hold very much weight since 
PSG is typically dominant in 

domestic competitions. How-
ever, a win in the Champions 
League would silence the crit-
ics. He got close to winning 
the Champions League in 
the 2019-2020 season but fell 
short with a 1-0 loss against 
FC Bayern Munich in the final. 
With ample time remaining in 
his career to continue winning 
trophies, Mbappé may become 
one of  the most accomplished 
players in history. 

The next decade of  soc-
cer will be very interesting 
to watch. What Ronaldo and 
Messi have accomplished in 
their careers is simply remark-
able. They have set extremely 
high standards for Mbappé and 
Haaland. The recent struggles 
in their careers take nothing 
away from their overall legacy. 
However, Haaland and Mbap-
pé have shown that they can 
match, and occasionally sur-
pass, some of  the accomplish-
ments of  Messi and Ronaldo. 
Nevertheless, merely having 
the potential to do something 
doesn’t necessarily mean that 
it will happen. To consistently 
compete at the highest level for 
years and years is no easy task. 
The longevity of  Haaland and 
Mbappé’s success is ultimately 
unknown. Many questions re-
main, but one thing is certain: 
the future of  soccer is in good 
hands.

Soccer
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By JESSE WANG

Since the news of  Steve Co-
hen’s official purchase of  the 
New York Mets first broke on 
October 30, 2020, fans have 
agreed that his arrival has been 
nothing short of  refreshing to 
see. It’s hard not to be excited 
after all, when your new owner 
has an expected net worth of  
$2.4 billion, which is higher than 
the net worths of  the next three 
richest owners in the MLB com-
bined. It’s also a stark contrast 
to the previous ownership of  
the Wilpon family, which a ma-
jority of  the Mets fan base had 
dubbed the “coupons,” simply 
due to their inability to reel in 
any big name players and pro-
vide a payroll for a team in one 
of  the greatest sports markets in 
the world. 

Cohen, however, immediately 
put himself  in the spotlight. He 
brought back the well-respect-
ed and highly knowledgeable 
mind in former General Man-
ager (GM) Sandy Alderson as the 
president of  operations. Alder-
son, for reference, was the acting 
GM when the Mets had drafted 
their current young core of  Pete 
Alonso, Dominic Smith, Michael 
Conforto, and Brandon Nim-
mo, among others. Cohen also 
wanted to expand and dramati-
cally update the Mets analytics 
department, as the Mets had the 
second smallest analytics depart-
ment in the league at the time 
of  the purchase. He also wanted 
to replenish and maintain the 
already weakened farm system. 
Thus, Alderson himself  said to 
expect a lot more free agent sign-
ings rather than trades at the start 
of  the offseason, which, by the 
end of  the offseason, was only 
partially true. Cohen had also ex-
pressed that he wanted to build a 
sustainable, winning team, and in 
order to do so, the Mets needed 
to develop and build their young 
talent. He believed that a team 
couldn’t just win a champion-
ship roster by “spending like a 
drunken sailor” and buying every 
single free agent off  the market 
like some fans expected. But 
even so, the Mets still proceeded 

to successfully fill in and check 
off  their most pressing needs in 
these past four months, a sign 
that the team is heading in the 
right direction once again. 

The Mets offseason was 
highlighted by a blockbuster 
trade with the Cleveland Indians, 
in which they acquired a perenni-
al all-star in shortstop Francisco 
Lindor and a very solid rotation 
piece in Carlos Carrasco. Con-
versely, the package the Mets sent 
to Cleveland had a much lower 
value than the rest of  the league 
expected, as the Mets’ top eight 
prospects in their farm system 
remained untouched. Trading 
only shortstops Amed Rosario, 
Andrés Giménez, and prospects 
RHP Josh Wolf  and OF Isaiah 
Greene (ninth and 10th in the 
Mets system respectively), ac-
cording to Forbes, a rival league 
executive said shortly after the 
deal was officially completed, 
“They stole him. Total steal. 
It’s ridiculous. People should be 
fired in Cleveland for doing that 
trade.” The trades didn’t just end 
there either. In fact, by the end 
of  the offseason, the Mets had 
almost been just as active on the 
trading block as they had on the 
free agency market. They worked 
on replenishing their farm sys-
tem with the acquisition of  
Khalil Lee from the Kansas City 
Royals, who immediately shot up 
to become their number eight 
prospect, and even traded home-
town LHP Steven Matz for three 
pitching prospects. They also 
traded for much-needed major-
league-ready pitching depth in 
RHP Jordan Yamamoto from 
the Miami Marlins and LHP 
Joey Lucchesi from the San Di-
ego Padres, both of  whom had 
respectable 2019 seasons before 
struggling somewhat during the 
pandemic-shortened 2020 sea-
son. 

Though the trade market did 
play a major role in the Mets 
offseason, don’t let that distract 
you from the significant moves 
they got out of  free agency. To 
fill their vacancy in the catcher 
spot after Wilson Ramos’s depar-
ture, they signed veteran catcher 
James McCann, who was widely 

regarded as the second-best 
available option in the market, to 
a four-year, $40 million contract. 
The Mets also further bolstered 
their bullpen with strikeout artist 
Trevor May, inking him to a two-
year, $15 million contract. His 
strikeout rate of  14.66 per nine 
innings ranked seventh in the 
majors, and his 43 percent whiff  
rate was ranked eighth. Adding 
Aaron Loup gave the Mets a 
lefty specialist in the bullpen af-
ter the departure of  lefty Justin 
Wilson, as he joined the team on 
a one-year, $3 million deal. They 
then signed a high potential and 
reward player in the right-hand-
ed starter Taijuan Walker, who 
found recent success in the 2020 
season, pitching to a 2.70 ERA 
after recovering from Tommy 
John the season before. Walker 
gives the Mets another extra 
option for the starting rotation 
and was signed to a two-year, 
$20 million deal. Finally, they 
proceeded to acquire outfielders 
Albert Almora Jr. and Kevin Pil-
lar, as well as utilityman Jonathan 
Villar to help further bolster the 
Mets bench.

Though they did miss out 
on all the major free agents that 
highlighted this year’s free agency 
class such as George Springer, 
Trevor Bauer, and J.T. Realmuto, 
the Mets continued to express a 
willingness to spend when pos-
sible, a huge difference from 
the previous ownership group. 
All three players had reportedly 
received, at one point this off-
season, a major offer from the 
Mets, but Alderson also showed 
his unwillingness to overpay 
when unnecessary, and these 
situations included getting into 
bidding wars for prices that just 
seemed unfavorable and illogical 
for the team to commit to. The 
Mets, however, most solidified 
their willingness to spend when 
they offered Bauer a contract 
that would’ve made him one of  
the highest paid pitchers for the 
next two years, which would’ve 
completely blown the Mets past 
the luxury tax. Bauer ended up 
choosing his hometown Dodg-
ers instead. On the bright side, 
by not signing any huge contracts 
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this season, Alderson also con-
firmed that it would only increase 
the chances of  maintaining the 
core squad of  players they cur-
rently had, due to the fact that 
Lindor, Conforto, Noah Synder-
gaard, and Marcus Stroman are 
all on track for free agency next 
year. Acting GM Zack Scott con-
firmed that he usually prefers to 
discuss contract extensions dur-
ing spring training, and there-
fore, it is highly likely that they’re 
currently in talks. If  the Mets are 
able to extend either Conforto or 
Lindor, it would make the offsea-
son that much better.

By the end of  the offseason, 
the Mets had completely over-
hauled their roster, changing 
17 on their 40-man lineup and 
making it one of  the busiest off-
seasons they’ve had in years. So 
what’s next for the team? Cur-
rently, PECOTA Projections has 
indicated that the Mets will be 
the clear frontrunners of  the NL 
East division for the 2021 season 
at 92 wins. FanGraphs has the 
Mets sitting comfortably at 92 
wins this year. I also believe that 
the Mets will be at least a 90 win 
team this year, likely between the 
90-95 win range. The new addi-
tions give the Mets one of  the 
strongest teams fans have seen 
in years, definitely in contention 

with the 2015 World Series Mets. 
Plus, with Syndergaard’s eventual 
return to the rotation in June and 
the return of  another dominant 
reliever in Seth Lugo in May, the 
Mets will only continue to add to 
the depth and strength of  their 
team. However, with the NL 
East being arguably the hardest 
division in baseball this year, it 
will be incredibly difficult to de-
termine if  the Mets will perform 
as well as they look on paper. The 
Mets still seem to have a reputa-
tion of  underperforming their 
expectations, so the first goal is 
to dethrone the Atlanta Braves, 
who have won the NL East the 
past three years. The next obvi-
ous challenge is to win the NL di-
vision as a whole, which will not 
be an easy task with the NL West 
having two powerhouses of  their 
own in the San Diego Padres and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. And 
finally, the ultimate goal is to win 
the World Series. As Cohen said, 
“If  we don’t win a World Series 
in 3-5 years, that would be dis-
appointing.” And there’s almost 
no doubt that he’ll continue to 
do whatever he can to fulfill that 
goal for the team and the fans. 
Either way, whether that comes 
now or in the near future, it is 
now an amazin’ time to be a Mets 
fan. 

The Osaka Era
By AVA QUARLES

The face of  women’s tennis 
has been almost entirely undis-
puted for the entire 21st cen-
tury. Serena Williams is not only 
one of  the greatest female ten-
nis players ever, but also one of  
the greatest athletes of  all time. 
With 39 total Grand Slam titles 
and 73 career titles in all, she has 
been a formidable force on the 
court for the past 20 years. Now 
at the age of  39, her decline is, 
unfortunately, inevitable. And 
as if  the world didn’t know 
yet, this year’s Australian Open 
(AO) semifinals made it clear 
who the next big female tennis 
star will be: 23-year-old Naomi 
Osaka. 

Born in Japan, Osaka’s fam-
ily moved to the U.S. when she 
was three. Though she is half-
Japanese and half-Haitian, she 

has always represented Japan 
when she plays. Starting her 
professional career very young, 
she was ranked in the Women’s 
Tennis Association’s top 50 by 
the age of  19. Since then, Osaka 
has won two U.S. Open titles 
and two AO titles and ranked 
in the top five for the past three 
years. She won the 2021 AO 
final in two sets against Ameri-
can Jennifer Brady, but perhaps 
more significantly, she brutally 
defeated Williams 6-3, 6-4 in 
the semifinals. One of  only 
three players to win her first 
four Grand Slam finals, Osaka 
is now clearly the women’s tour 
player to beat. The bittersweet 
truth is: the Williams era is end-
ing, and the Osaka era is here. 

Primarily, Osaka is a lethal 
tournament player thanks large-
ly to her natural competitive 
instinct. Before this year’s final, 

she said, “I have this mental-
ity that people don’t remember 
the runners-up. I think I fight 
the hardest in the finals. I think 
that’s where you sort of  set 
yourself  apart.” And she does 
set herself  apart. She shines in 
Grand Slam arenas and has won 
every big stage final that she’s 
appeared in. She can step up and 
perform in the big moments; it 
can’t be easy going up against an 
athlete like Williams, but Osaka 
has defeated her for multiple 
titles. Known for her powerful 
serves, Osaka led the AO wom-
en’s singles in aces with 50, her 
runner-up only hitting 35. She is 
also on a roll with a 21-match 
winning streak, and her career is 
just beginning. There’s no way 
to know if  her career will match 
the longevity and prosperity of  
Williams’s, but she is definitely 
headed in the right direction.

In addition to athletic talent, 
a superstar athlete must have a 
brand. Osaka is young, bicul-
tural, charismatic, and a role 
model to many young athletes 
because of  her great success. 
Thus, she is a perfect market-
ing icon and seems to have no 
problem bringing in cash: in 
2020 she became the highest-
paid female athlete ever, raking 
in $37.4 million with $34 mil-
lion from endorsements. These 
endorsements range from Mas-
terCard to Nissan Motors, and 
she even has her own Nike line. 
Not only is she successful, but 
she has also been an outspoken 
activist and uses her platform to 
bring attention to issues around 
racial injustice. Last August, 
she dropped out of  the Cin-
cinnati Open in protest of  the 
shooting of  Jacob Blake. Then, 
during the U.S. Open that she 

went on to win, she wore sev-
eral face masks printed with the 
names of  black victims of  po-
lice brutality and violence. She 
was acknowledged by many for 
her outstanding efforts to bring 
awareness to these prevalent is-
sues. Even the 12-time Grand 
Slam title winner, legendary Bil-
lie Jean King acknowledged her 
and said, “[Osaka is] a leader 
not only in women’s tennis but 
in all of  sports and a force for 
change in our society.” Osaka 
was also selected the 2020 Fe-
male Athlete of  the Year by the 
Associated Press for her pas-
sion off  the court as well as her 
accomplishments on it.

Williams’s glory isn’t com-
pletely gone and probably won’t 
be for a while. But as she fades, 
a new star is getting brighter in 
the world of  women’s tennis.
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